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English Heritage has become two
organisations: Historic England came into
being on 1st April when the Commission
licenced the operation of the National
Heritage Collection (the properties) to an
independent charity, the English Heritage
Trust. The Trust will retain exclusive use of
the English Heritage name. Historic England
will be a government service championing
England’s heritage and providing expert
and constructive advice.
Duncan Wilson OBE has been named Chief
Executive for Historic England. In the last 20
years, he has led some of the most significant
heritage projects in London including becoming
the first Director of the Somerset House Trust
and the Greenwich Foundation where he oversaw the transformation of the old Royal Naval
College to a successful visitor attraction,
thereby securing the future of this outstanding
group of baroque buildings. Four years ago,
he moved to Alexandra Palace where he led
a plan to realise the potential of the historic
Victorian theatre and television studios.
Historic England will retain the role of
statutory advisor on the historic environment.

A new partnership of charities across the
UK are joining forces to campaign for the
protection and enhancement of Britain’s
heritage landscapes. The twenty-seven
national and regional organisations include
the Association of Garden Trusts, the
Campaign to Protect Rural England and
the National Trust.
With ongoing speculative development
in and around sensitive areas, such as
National Parks and AONB, this varied group
of organisations believes that it is vital for
future government policy and funding to
reflect the extraordinary value of landscapes.
The aim is to raise the profile of landscape
and to emphasise the importance of such
sites to our wellbeing, the environment
and the economy.

Farewell Verena
After five years as our Historic
Landscape Project Officer,
Verena McCaig is leaving
to work as a London region
Heritage at Risk Project Officer
for Historic England. She will be leaving
with happy memories of the county gardens
trusts and is quoted as saying she has
nothing but the greatest admiration for
CGTs and the remarkable hardworking
individuals within them.
As Historic England has confirmed funding
to the Association and the GHS for at least
a further year of the Historic Landscape
Project, it means that a new HPLO can be
recruited immediately to join Linden Groves
on the project.

New map board at Kings Weston
Avon Gardens Trust has helped to fund
a map board for the Kings Weston estate.
The board is now in place and gives visitors
an excellent idea of the layout of the grounds.
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Notes from the Chair
Welcome to our spring Bulletin. I hope
you will agree that it highlights many of the
exciting activities the Trust has been involved
with over the winter months. These words
are being penned on the 20 March, the day
of the vernal equinox and the day that is
regarded by many as the unofficial start of
spring. In fact, in earlier, less complicated
times, the vernal equinox was considered the
beginning of the new year as it was regarded
as an important day to those who worked
the land because it signified the beginning of
the season of regeneration and growth.
This year, the committee has organised a
different range of events to those of the
last few years and further details about
these can be found in this Bulletin. As the
Trust’s contribution to CB300, the national
celebrations to mark the 2016 Tercentenary
of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown’s birth, two
events organised for this year will be at sites
in our area associated with Brown. The first
is at Newton Park, now home of Bath Spa
University, which will be the venue for the
AGM, while the second is a study day at
Kings Weston House.
Education, community and conservation
grants are integral to the work of the Trust.
In a determined effort last year to maximise
the amount we could make available for such
grants, we held a successful Open Gardens
event in Chew Stoke. This year we hope to
raise more money so we can continue to
make donations to some very worthwhile
and deserving causes. I hope as many of
you as possible can come along to our Open
Garden on the 21 June, please put the date
in your diary now!
On behalf of my fellow committee members,
I would like to thank you, our members, for
your continued support and I look forward to
meeting as many of you as possible over the
next few months.

Ros Delany

Annual Conference & AGM
Friday 24 to Sunday 26 July
Newcastle University
This year the Association of Gardens Trusts
and the Garden History Society will be
coming together in advance of their proposed
merger. The afternoon of the 24th will be
devoted mainly to AGMs and business
meetings. Both organisations will meet
separately for their AGMs, when final
decisions will be taken on whether to merge.
Following these, and if the merger is agreed,
it is proposed to hold a short AGM of the
new organisation to elect the first Board. It
is anticipated that the first Board meeting
would be in September or October.
Weekend visits will include Croxdale Hall,
Hardwick Hall landscaped garden, Alnwick
Gardens, Hulne Priory and Belsay Hall &
Castle, amongst others. The conference
dinner will take place at The Biscuit Factory,
now a contemporary art gallery.
More details: www.gardenstrusts.org.uk
or www.gardenhistorysociety.org
or contact Anne Richards, 5 The Knoll,
Hereford HR1 1RU; telephone 01432 354
479 or e-mail: anner@knoll12.plus.com

Patrons: Tony and Nancy Garrett
Registered Charity No. 900377 Company No. 2357099
CREATE Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol BS1 6XN

Chairman: Ros Delany 01275 371398
chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk
Membership Sec.: Anne Merriman 01934 833619
membership@avongardenstrust.org.uk
Danby, The Causeway,
Congresbury, Bristol BS49 5DJ
Trust publications are edited by
Emma Jones 0117 239 9715
editor@avongardenstrust.org.uk

www.avongardenstrust.org.uk
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AGT Events
Hellens Manor & The Laskett
Gardens in Herefordshire
Thursday 21 May

Ros Delany

Unfortunately our experiment with more
distant venues by coach is already oversubscribed. We’ll be considering similar
trip in the future. If you have ideas for
where we might go, why not contact
Peter Hills (details below).

Interest in every corner...

Peter Hills

The garden and wild meadow is wheelchair accessible and will be open for you
to wander as you wish. Tickets are £4 on
the gate and will include you in a draw for
a chance to win an ‘Elite’ cold frame.
Raffle tickets will also be on sale with
prizes which include ‘Felco’ secateurs,
plants from our ‘nursery’ plant stall and a
copy of Secret Gardens of the Cotswolds,
reviewed on page 15.
Plants getting themselves ready for the day...

Open Garden at Little Naish,
Clapton in Gordano
Sunday 21 June, 1pm until 4pm

A private garden set in six acres with
two walled kitchen gardens and associated
Georgian and Victorian buildings and
planting. The structure of the garden reflects
a history of orchards, market garden
and pleasure garden.
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Ros Delany

Following the success - despite the weather of our open garden event in Chew Stoke
last year, Anne and Peter Hills are throwing
open the gates of their picturesque garden.
Highlighted in our autumn Bulletin, this is our
main fundraising event this year.
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Forthcoming Events
AGM at Newton Park
Saturday 8 August
Please note the change of Date.
Newton Park is set in parkland originally
designed by ‘Capability’ Brown in 1761.
Our guided walk will include a garden temple,
a well-preserved icehouse, walled kitchen
garden and an Italian garden.

Walking tour of Bishops Knoll,
Stoke Bishop
Saturday 22 August
Once the grounds of a Victorian gentleman’s
residence what remains today is a mixture
of many significant feature trees of the

former arboretum, terraces, garden
buildings and a walled kitchen garden.

Study Day:‘Capability’
Brown at Kings Weston
Tuesday 22 September
Speakers will help us discover more about
the Southwell family, the house and the
estate; the importance of Brown in the
British landscape movement and a possible
reassessment of Brown’s influence at Kings
Weston in the light of current research.
Further details in our next Bulletin,
see our website or contact Peter Hills:
events@avongardenstrust.org.uk
or telephone 01275 858809.
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Education

similar project of building and filling raised
beds. Ben has been put in touch with this
group in Mumbai by a Bristol organisation
that makes wind turbines for export to India.

Community Space Challenge

If you would like to know more about
the Community Space Challenge, please
visit their Facebook page at
facebook.com/communityspacechallengebristol

On a sunny spring day in April, Cynthia
Troup, Education Co-ordinator for Avon
Gardens Trust, handed over a cheque for
£500 to Ben Carpenter for the Community
Space Challenge. The donation will to go
towards the building and filling of five raised
beds at the Springfield Allotments in Knowle
West in Bristol.
Working with the local south Bristol primary
schools, Ben runs a Forest School with a
programme where children spend half their
time learning forest skills and the other half
learning about planting and the importance
of recycling. This Social Enterprise
Programme is called ‘Pick of the Bunch’,
where the children grow seeds in poly
tunnels and, in the space of 10 weeks, they
sell the produce in their primary schools.
There is also an Urban Escape Project
(Youth Club) of two hours a week for both
8-12 year olds and 13-19 year olds who
work on developing the site. Among other
achievements, they have built the magnificent
wattle and daub round house seen above.
Our financial help will enable these young
people with their exciting new project and
they will share their experiences by skyping
children in Mumbai who are involved with a
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For 2015, the Trust has also continued with
our policy of awarding small grants to primary
schools in our area. This year we donated
grants to the following ten primary schools,
six in Bath & North East Somerset and four
in Bristol.
Bathford Primary, Bathford
Combe Down CofE Primary, Bath
St Andrew’s CofE Primary, Bath
St Mary’s Catholic Primary, Weston, Bath
St Stephen’s CofE Primary, Bath
Weston All Saints CofE Primary, Bath
Hillcrest Primary, Totterdown, Bristol
The Kingfisher School, St Anne’s, Bristol
St Mary Redcliffe CofE Primary, Windmill Hill, Bristol
Woodstock School, Henbury, Bristol

Cynthia Troup

AGT Planning Subcommittee

Peter Hills

Andrew Troup

Grants to Primary Schools

The Trust’s planning Subcommittee
was formed almost a year ago. The
photo shows six of the eight members
discussing various issues that have
arisen whilst monitoring and responding
to planning applications that involve
proposed development within the
boundary of Historic England’s Registered
Parks and Gardens in the Avon Area.

Clifton Hill House
If you have ever had occasion to slog your
way up Constitution Hill, you may have taken
a moment to catch your breath, and wonder
what exactly lies behind the old stone walls
that flank the pavement.
Hidden behind these walls is a ‘secret’
garden, belonging to Clifton Hill House. A
Palladian Mansion completed by architect
Isaac Ware in 1750, Clifton Hill House has
seen a series of eminent owners, including
the author John Addington Symonds, before
being bequeathed to the University of Bristol
in 1909. Today it is a hall of residence.
The gardens, although beautiful, have
been somewhat forgotten by the people of
Bristol over time, and are now due for a bit
of restoration. This is the aim of our new
project, University Heritage Volunteering,
which is to be launched this spring.
With the help of our fantastic volunteers, we
hope to be able to create a garden which
reveals Clifton Hill House’s history. Although
no landscape plans by Isaac Ware survive,
fortunately we do have his writings on the
subject. These provide a rich historical
resource from which to draw inspiration, and
have guided us to the belief that Ware would
have landscaped the garden alongside the
house at Clifton Hill.

Louise Hopkins

Louise Hopkins

Ware was a proponent of the Landscape
Movement, so we are taking this into account
with our garden design. An outline plan
drawn up by one of our volunteers, Nicola
Greaves (winner of the coveted Society of
Garden Designers Award 2013) also reflects
elements of a garden which we know to have
existed in the site before the current house
was built. This garden, shown in De Wilstar’s
1746 survey of Clifton, appears to have been
laid out as a formal parterre, with distinctive
patte d’oie or ‘sextant’ pathways. We aim to
incorporate this ‘sextant’ shape within the
new garden, but will use appropriate materials
and soft landscaping to achieve a look which
doesn’t jar with the Landscape Movement’s
ethos of nature and wilderness. To this end,
we will be creating a wildflower meadow,
and extending the wooded section at the
bottom of the garden to create a wilderness
walk which winds in between some of the
beautiful established trees on site.

Alongside reflecting the important history
of Clifton Hill House, we hope to provide an
inspiring and usable space for students and
the local community. Avon Gardens Trust
have been really supportive of our plans, and
we look forward to welcoming visits from its
members once the project is up and running.
We will be hosting guided tours and open
days in the summer. If you would like to get
more involved, then there will be plenty of
opportunities to volunteer. To find out more,
please visit our website
www.universityheritagevolunteering.org.uk

Louise Hopkins
7

A First For Avon!
The first post-war designed landscape
in Avon has been added to the Register
of Historic Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic Interest. It’s the ‘Landscape
at the Former Central Electricity Board
Headquarters’, The Pavilions, Bridgewater
Road, Bristol, laid out in 1975-78 by Arup
Associates with Peter Swann as landscape
consultant, which was added to the
Register in January by English Heritage
(now Historic England).

• Group value: the landscape forms an
exceptionally coherent group with the
building and associated structures it serves
(listed at Grade II).
The Register of Historic Parks and Gardens
gives no statutory controls over a designed
landscape, but is compiled with the aim
of identifying important historic parks and
gardens to increase awareness of their
existence, and to encourage their protection
and conservation. The historic interest of
a park or garden is, however, a material
planning consideration, and the Register
provides the key means by which sites of
special historic interest are identified. It
draws attention to the fact that the sites
included should receive special consideration
if changes or proposals for development
are being contemplated.

The reasons given for the landscape meriting
registration were its:
• Date & rarity: it is a relatively rare survival
of a late 1970s commercial landscape
design associated with a contemporary
office building;
• Historic interest: it is a well documented,
At the same time the former CEGB HQ
interesting and relatively early example of
building was designated a Grade II listed
an environmentally friendly, low-cost and
low-maintenance landscape design by Arup building. This is one of only 14 of the country’s
finest post-war office buildings to have been
Associates with Peter Swann as landscape
listed recently, following an assessment
consultant for the CEGB, influenced by the
by English Heritage of 24 such buildings
energy crisis and reflecting the advanced
constructed between 1964 and 1984.
‘green’ landscaping solutions used by the
www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/showcasing/
www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/showcasing/later-20th-century-commercial-offices/
CEGB at their power station sites;
later-20th-century-commercial-offices/
• Intactness: the site, including its planting
and ‘designed’ views, has survived particularly The reasons given for the CEGB HQ
building being listed were its:
well, including its well-documented fully
• Architectural interest: it is a good example
integrated planting scheme, and continues
of late 1970s commercial HQ by Arup
to successfully blend the building with the
Associates, that has survived well,
important surrounding landscape of the
expressing the renewed interest in the
Avon valley and ridges in Bristol;
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design principles of Frank Lloyd Wright and
the Arts and Crafts Movement amongst a
number of architects at the time;
• Historic interest: it is an interesting example
of an environmentally friendly ‘campus style’
office building inspired and influenced by the
CEGB’s own environmental design principles;
• Level of innovation: its low-energy and
environmentally friendly design relied on
advanced design and engineering techniques;
• Interior: its internal layout and bespoke
fixtures and fittings are of a high quality,
using interesting and good quality materials;
• Group value: it forms an unusually strong
and coherent entity with its designed landscape and mature planting scheme which
formed an integral part of its overall design.

War Memorials
Almost a million Britons died in WWI, and
many times that number suffered injury or
bereavement. The over-riding sense at the
war’s end was one of loss, and over the
following few years most communities across
the land erected a memorial of some sort
to the fallen. Over the centenary period, the
government has pledged itself to ensuring
these memorials are respected, and where
appropriate repaired and conserved.
New Gazetteer
It is known that many hundreds of memorial
parks and gardens were created, but until
now there has been no national survey
of them to encourage their enjoyment,
appropriate management and especially
an appreciation of their origins. That is now
being addressed via a UK-wide Gazetteer
of War Memorial Parks and Gardens hosted
by Parks & Gardens UK. The Gazetteer is
freely available on the P&GUK website
www.parksandgardens.org
It currently has over 400 entries. Communities
and individuals are invited to add to it
either by submitting additional

The building and its landscape are
privately owned, and not open to the
public. Details of the HQ’s history, layout and
design for both the registered landscape and
the listed building can be found on Historic
England’s website
www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
All the English Heritage registered parks
and gardens in Avon are on the Parks and
Gardens page of the Trust’s website where
they are set out by Grade (I, II* and II) and
by Council district. Clicking on links takes
you to their entries on the Historic England
and the Parks and Gardens UK websites,
and to Council and other related websites.
www.avongardenstrust.org.uk/gardens2.html

content or by nominating new sites. Submissions
and enquiries can be sent to Rachael
Stamper at info@parksandgardens.org
New Website
Alongside this, an ambitious four-year
programme to create a one stop shop for
information on all UK war memorials has
been funded by the Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) from the fines
paid by banks (attempting to manipulate the
LIBOR). The project is a partnership between
a range of interested organisations to help
communities discover, care and conserve
their local War Memorials. The website will
draw together specialist knowledge and
expert advice on how to apply for grants
and how to get memorials listed.
DCMS has suggested the project will
expand in stages over the next four
years so that by the end of the project
the website will help people track down
historical information, listed status,
condition and inscribed names. It
will eventually cover war memorials
commemorating all modern conflicts
up to and including Afghanistan.

www.ukwarmemorials.org
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WRAGS

years of recession and the Association
worked hard to improve the working
conditions and status of women in land work
and to open up employment opportunities to
qualified trainees.

Work and Retrain as
a Gardener Scheme

It was back in 1899
that an enlightened
group of Victorian
ladies set up the Women’s Farm and
Garden Association (WFGA). They were
concerned about the lack of education
and employment opportunities for women
working on the land and so they opened
membership to anyone connected with
agriculture and horticulture. The Association
set about establishing training courses
with examinations and an employment
bureau offering services for employers and
employees. At the outbreak of the First
World War, a founder member, Louise
Wilkins, realised there would be a shortage
of labour on the land as three million men
went away to fight and this led her to create
the Women’s National Land Services Corps.
Work placements were offered to women,
in both rural and urban settings, and this
movement was so successful that it soon
outgrew this small voluntary organisation
and was taken up by the Government. The
Women’s Land Army was born.
The Land Army was re-founded in June
1939 to provide extra agricultural labour.
Between the wars there were difficult
10

Under the scheme, the trainee partakes
in a year long, two day a week placement
working under an experienced gardener.
Here they gain first hand knowledge on all
aspects of horticulture. Since there are no
public grants for this training scheme, the
garden owner pays a small training allowance

WFGA

WFGA

In 1993 the WFGA, having identified a need
for a training scheme for older students as
none existed elsewhere, established the
‘Women Returners to Amenity Gardening
Scheme’ (WRAGS). Designed to offer
‘returners’ who were considering a career
in horticulture, it offered training in practical
gardening skills, within private and public
gardens throughout the United Kingdom.

of £5:00 per hour to the trainee. Trainees
need to keep a diary and provide monthly
reports to be sure they are getting the most
from the scheme. Their local co-ordinator
visits them twice in their placement to see
what they have been doing and offer advice
and support for their next step.
For a garden owner it can be quite a task
maintaining a large garden and a WRAGS
trainee provides not only an extra pair of
hands but the opportunity to pass on their
gardening skills and knowledge to another.
Matching gardens and trainees is the job
of the local co-ordinator, Louise Bastow,
a former WRAGS trainee living in Bristol

and now running her own garden design
business. Louise is always keen to recruit
both new trainees and more gardens which
can host them. She covers a wide area that
includes most of the former county of Avon
and Gloucestershire.
Since that first pilot scheme, WRAGS has
enjoyed great success and is now established
as one of the leading training schemes,
highly respected by the horticultural sector.
In 2014 the name was changed to Work and
Retrain As a Gardener Scheme to reflect the
fact the Scheme was available to all.
The University of Bristol Botanic Garden
has participated in WRAGS for the last five
years, with the Friends of the Botanic Garden
having funded part or all of the trainees
during this period. Besides learning about
the essential horticultural procedures, the
trainee has the opportunity for involvement
with school visits and helping with events
such as the Festival of Nature and the
Ballast Seed Project.
Because of its historic roots with the
Women’s Farm and Garden Association and
because of the educational opportunity it
provides, Avon Gardens Trust will be making
a small grant of £200 towards a WRAGS
trainee at the Botanic Garden.

WFGA

If you are interested in either mentoring
a trainee or would like to be offered a
placement then please get in touch
with Louise on 07929 253942 or
enquiries@alchemygardens.co.uk
or via www.wfga.org.uk

World Heritage
Management &
Conservation courses
You may be interested to know that the
universities in Bath offer post-graduate
courses on heritage.
The University of Bath runs
an MSc in the Conservation
of Historic Buildings. The course provides
training in the fundamental principles of
structural and architectural conservation
within an academic framework of
architectural history and theory, including
the philosophy of conservation.
www.bath.ac.uk
Bath Spa University offers a
Master’s, Graduate Diploma or
Graduate Certificate in Heritage
Management. The course will consider
the ways in which historic buildings,
museum collections, parks and gardens,
archaeological sites, public and private
archives are managed, presented
and explained. The challenges facing
all heritage bodies will be examined
including the pressures on public funding
for heritage in this country.
www.bathspa.ac.uk
Further afield,University College Dublin
(UCD) has launched a distance learning
programme in World Heritage Conservation.
It is an online part-time postgraduate
course designed to equip participants
with current thinking on the conservation
and sustainable development of natural
and cultural heritage properties.
UCD offers a Master’s degree as well as a
Graduate Diploma or Graduate Certificate
in World Heritage Conservation and
provides a flexible learning environment to
participants from any discipline interested
in heritage conservation.
www.ucd.ie/online/courses
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Mina Road Park Group
Some years ago Avon Gardens Trust
was involved with an initiative called Park
Detectives in conjunction with the Bristol
Parks Forum. The original programme having
closed there was some money still showing
in our accounts. So, with the agreement of
the Council, a grant was offered by the
Trust to park user groups to suggest a
suitable project. We were pleased to
support the Mina Road Park Group with
their wish to commemorate one of their
founding members.
Ivy Boult was a founding member of the Mina
Road Park Group and a valued volunteer
at the nearby Parkway Methodist Church.
On Sunday 14th December 2014 there was
a gathering in St Werburghs to the rear of
the Park on a small garden site adjacent to
the church. With an introduction by Richard
Hurlstone from the church and with due
ceremony the tree was planted by Trust
member Hugh Holden and helpers.

Ivy Bolt’s house overlooked Mina Road
Park and during the war she worked at
Brooks just next to it. She walked her little
dog there and also held the gate bollard key
so she could provide access for the church
events held in the park. So a genuine, but
self effacing pillar of the community who also
had a gentle sense of humour and a strong
belief that green space belonged to the
community and should be properly looked
after for generations to come. A sentiment
with which we agree.
A tree is a fitting and lasting memorial.

Wendy Pollard

Wendy Pollard

A gathering to commemorate the late Ivy Boult with the
planting of a Betula utilis Moonbeam in her memory

Wendy Pollard

A memorial to a much
respected Volunteer
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Wendy Pollard

Fifty Apple Trees
and a Wassail
A blowy January morning in Bathampton
at the Dry Arch Growers site saw a large
gathering of volunteers to plant young apple
trees with a wassail in the afternoon to drive
out the evil spirits and encourage good
fortune. Hard work by many people had the
trees planted by early afternoon, well staked,
fed and happy in their new location. These
new trees join some four year old apples
planted for the local primary school who
had no space for them.
There was great spirit and enthusiasm
among the volunteers and there was even
warming homemade soup at lunch time.
Dry Arch Growers are a Bathampton
Community Co-operative group of people
from Bathampton and the surrounding area
who are bringing a six acre market garden
back into production for the benefit of the
local community. Their members contribute
towards the work in supplying the veg
boxes, some learning about food

growing for the first time. Dry Arch Growers
produce fruit not only for the veg boxes, but
apples for juicing, see their website for all
their activities.
There were some old, not very productive
fruit trees already on site from the original
market garden, Avon Gardens Trust were
happy to contribute towards the planting
of new apple trees. In the event they raised
matching funding by subscription so enabling
fifty young trees to be purchased. The
varieties include James Grieve, Worcester
Permain, Discovery, Laxton Superb and
Blenheim Orange.
The workload on the site will be shared
in future between Dry Arch Growers and
Broadlands Orchard Share. The Broadlands
volunteers had their site sold from under
them and are now re-establishing themselves
at Wellow with a 100 tree orchard and will
be taking care of the fruit trees at Dry Arch
leaving the Dry Arch volunteers concentrating
on the vegetables.

Wendy Pollard

We look forward to a continuing relationship
with Dry Arch Growers.

Wendy Pollard

www.dryarchgrowers.co.uk
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‘Paradise Lost’
An illustrated talk by Julia Mottershaw to
members and guests of the Avon Gardens
Trust at their sociable pre-Christmas
event held in the Apostle Room of Clifton
Cathedral, Tuesday 18th November 2014.

‘Henry the Magnificent’ Hoare at Stourhead,
1705-1785, is quoted towards the end of
his life as saying that “I have lived to enjoy
the gratifying sight of a desert converted
into a paradise”.
With maps, drawings, contemporary
letters and diaries, Julia’s detective
approach enabled the audience to enjoy
the challenge and follow the momentum of
each discovery. An illustrated map showed
where the various mid 18th century garden
buildings and statues used to be. In the
absence of written garden records during
the period of transformation, 1740-70, the
construction and sometimes position of
a Chinese bridge, Turkish tent, Chinese
teahouse, Gothic greenhouse, Hermitage
and statue of Apollo were deduced from
the entertaining and informative diaries and
letters of contemporary visitors to Stourhead.
Julia’s use of extreme enlargements of
tiny features that appear to be squiggles
on the 18th century map, when enlarged
by the computer, turned out to be grand
terracotta pots. One visiting lady noted in her
correspondence that you could see the water
through the slats of the Chinese bridge and
was alarmed at the steep angle! The mental
picture was clear.
Coincidently, as Julia was researching what
and where and how the Chinese bridge was
situated and constructed, an article appeared
in the GHS Journal, winter 2013, showing
14

Anne Hills

The core of the presentation is the Stourhead
that we all know and love. Julia has been a
guide at Stourhead for almost 10 years and
clearly knows the landscape intimately. Her
talk focused on what was once there and is
now ‘lost’.

Ros Delany with Julia Mottershaw

a comprehensive list of garden drawings by
Turpin de Crisse made by him on a visit to
England in 1793. Jan Clark, who for many
years has studied the garden created by
Charles Hamilton at Painshill in Surrey, had
independently discovered sketchbooks, in
Angers Museum of Fine Arts, filled with pencil
sketches, forty two of which are specifically
English gardens in 1793.
It made a very satisfying conclusion to the
talk studying the twelve sketches exclusively
of Stourhead. The Chinese bridge sketch
illustrated in the GHS Journal shows how
Julia’s detective work is thoroughly vindicated
when you look at the formidable challenge of
the almost vertical slats facing anyone who
dared to ‘climb’ over the bridge.
The final twist to this tale is that Henry’s
grandson Richard Colt Hoare, in line with
other late 18th century garden owners,
removed all of the above features after
his grandfather’s death. Had the French
Revolution not driven Lancelot Henri
Rowland Turpin de Crisse to flee to England
with his wife in 1793 we would not have the
‘found’ contemporary sketches of Stourhead
that Henry Hoare called his paradise.

Anne Hills

Bookshelf
Secret Gardens
of the Cotswolds
Victoria Summerley
Photographs by Hugo
Rittson-Thomas
From Abbotswood to Westwell Manor, the
reader is taken on a tour through 20 Cotswolds
gardens guided by their owners, gardeners
and designers. The photographs help to
give a feel for each garden. At Sezincote we
can view its oriental aspects while for Dean
Manor and Colesbourne there are closeups of flowers. Rittson-Thomas is a portrait
photographer so, rather unusually, we also
get to see the owners.
Fascinating history about previous occupants
and garden designers includes, for instance,
between 1919-26 Asthall Manor was the
home of Lord and Lady Redesdale and their
five daughters, one of whom, Nancy Mitford,
wrote The Pursuit of Love and Love in a Cold
Climate with Asthall appearing as ‘Alconleigh’.
The title ‘Secret Gardens’ is slightly
misleading; only six of the twenty gardens
aren’t open to the public and are therefore
strictly private. One of the truly secret ones,

Sarsden, is hardly known so its good to see
how the gardens look now, bearing in mind
that over 200 years ago, in 1796, Humphry
Repton produced a Red Book for then
owner John Haughton Langston to illustrate
his ideas for the redesign of the grounds.
Another secret garden at Walcot House has
been recently made from a near wilderness.
Garden designers Julian & Isabel Bannerman
were brought in to research and create new
gardens incorporating tradition and history.
Sadly Walcot House is not open to the public.
Three of the ‘secret’ gardens do open
regularly; most are open at least one day
a year for charity as part of the National
Gardens Scheme. Colesbourne Park, home
of the Elwes family since 1600, opens at
weekends throughout February. Its famous
for its snowdrops with around 350 cultivar in
the current collection; the open days provide
an opportunity to buy rare varieties such as
Galanthus elewsii ‘Green Tear’.
Published by Frances Lincoln, 2015
ISBN 978-0-7112-3527-4 Hardback £20.00
To order the book for £16.00 including p&p, e-mail
mailorders@lbsltd.co.uk or telephone 01903
828503 and quote the offer code APG281.

Win a copy in the raffle at our Open
Garden at Little Naish on 21 June

Green Squares and Secret Gardens
A chance to visit gardens not usually open to the public
Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th June
Following the success of last years event, Clifton & Hotwells
Improvement Society is holding another open weekend in 2015.
Tickets are £3.00 per person for entry to all the gardens on both
days and will be on sale from 11am under the archway between
Victoria Square and Boyce’s Avenue. Available in advance from
CSSG, 11 Goldney Avenue, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 4RA.
Please make cheques payable to CHIS.
For more details contact RoseMary Musgrave
r.musgrave4@gmail.com or Tel: 0117 9731704
www.cliftonhotwells.org.uk/greensquare.html
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Dates for your Diary

Association of Gardens Trusts /
Dorset Gardens Trust / Garden History Society

Painting Paradise:
The Art of the Garden

St. Giles House: Research and
Recording Study Day

Until Sunday 11 October
The Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace
Whether a sacred sanctuary, a place for
scientific study, a haven for the solitary thinker
or a space for pure enjoyment and delight,
gardens are where man and nature meet.
Bringing together paintings, botanical
studies, drawings, books, manuscripts and
decorative arts, the exhibition explores the
changing character of the garden from the
16th to the early 20th century. It includes
works by Leonardo da Vinci, Maria Sibylla
Merian and Carl Fabergé, and some of the
earliest and rarest surviving depictions of
gardens and plants.
Open daily, 10:00-17:30 . Adult £10.00;
Concessions £9.20; U17/Disabled £5.20.
www.royalcollection.org.uk

Green Belt to be abolished?
The Green Noose, an analysis of Green
Belt and proposals for reform, was
published in January by the Adam
Smith Institute, the libertarian think tank.
Apparently London’s housing crisis could
be solved by allowing the construction of
a million new homes in the 3.7% of the
Green Belt within walking distance of a
railway station.

Wednesday, 6th May - 9.45am to 4.30pm
Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 5NA (by kind
permission of The Earl of Shaftesbury)
Previously derelict, St Giles’s House and
several extant park features have recently
undergone extensive repairs and reinstatement. The Study Day will combine
a talk and walking tour with a focus on the
historical development of the site as well as
an opportunity to discuss the more recent
restorative scheme.
Cost: £65, incl. coffee, lectures, lunch and
tour of the grounds. The grounds are fairly
level, but if you have any mobility issues
please let us know
Booking through www.gardenstrusts.org.uk
or contact Teresa, AGT Co-ordinator, e-mail
gardenstrusts@agt.org.uk tel 020 7251 2610

The report finds that the 2.5 million new
homes required over the next decade could
be built on 2% of the country’s Green Belt
land and proposes three avenues for reform
to allow this. First, the abolition of the Green
Belt combined with protection for areas
of real environmental, heritage or amenity
value. If this proves politically unfeasible, the
Institute calls for the removal of Green Belt
designations from all intensive agricultural
land within half a mile of a railway station.

It takes a critical look at the impact of
The Green Belt has come under increased
Green Belt policy on housing supply in
debate following reforms to planning
England. After reviewing the causes of
under the Coalition Government. While
the housing crisis, it concludes that the
acknowledging that some areas do warrant
planning structure is in need of radical
protection such as heritage assets, ancient
reform. It suggests that the post-war Green
woodland and environmentally sensitive
Belt policy does not fulfil its core objective
areas, the report recommends a mix of
of preventing ‘urban sprawl’ and is
existing and new classifications be used to
contributing to the volatility of house prices
protect these sites.
and increasing costs for businesses.
www.adamsmith.org/research/reports/the-green-noose
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