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Public Parks:
Uncertain Prospects
In November 2016, The Gardens Trust
launched a report Uncertain Prospects:
Public Parks in the Age of Austerity that
included a stark warning of the uncertain
future many now face as a result of local
authority spending cuts.
In July last year, the House of Commons
Communities and Local Government Select
Committee announced a new inquiry into the
state of public parks, with terms of reference
that included the impact of reductions in
local authority budgets on parks; how new
and existing parks could be supported and
whether any additional or alternative funding
could be made available including whether
there was any scope for local authorities to
generate revenue from park users.
The Gardens Trust submitted a memorandum
and was invited to appear to give evidence
in person. They pointed out the social,

environmental and economic benefits
of well-maintained parks, the beneficial
effects of the Heritage Lottery Fund and
the renaissance it has overseen, and the
dire effects of the cuts made in the name
of austerity since 2010. The Gardens
Trust also re-iterated their support for local
authorities as the best bodies to own and
manage public parks, and recommend that
maintenance be put on the same footing
as those duties which are statutory.
Besides warning of the unclear future
faced by many parks, the report Uncertain
Prospects also celebrates what has been
achieved in parks since 1993. The effect of
local authority spending cuts will vary widely
between authorities – some are predicting
an end to parks maintenance within the
next couple of years, others are seeking to
make parks self-financing, while others are
throwing their weight behind the voluntary
sector. It is a challenging time for public
parks and their users.
This has been edited from an article by The
Gardens Trust. If you would like to read the
full article and the Report, please visit
www.thegardenstrust.org/public-parks
STOP PRESS The Committee’s report
has just been published. Please see
www.tinyurl.com/ParksReport
Page Park, Staple Hill

Chairman’s Welcome
I suspect that 2017 may well be regarded
by many as the ‘nothing’ year between the
‘Capability’ Brown celebrations of 2016 and
the acknowledgement next year of the 200
years since the death of Humphry Repton.
However, 200 hundred years ago saw the
birth of two men, each of whom advanced
the study of botany and its associated plant
collections, but I suspect neither will receive
any national acknowledgement. One was
a Yorkshireman called Richard Spruce who
spent 15 years collecting flowers, plants
and mosses in South America; the other
was Sir Joseph Hooker, son of Sir William,
whom he succeeded as Director of Kew
Gardens. As well as being an avid plant
collector, Sir Joseph was a pioneer in
recognising the geographical distribution
of flora. His plant collecting included a three
year expedition to the Himalayan region
and India that resulted in adding 25 new
rhododendron species, so beloved by the
Victorians, to the 50 already known.
By the time you receive this newsletter,
several Trust members will have already
been on one garden visit and a report about
our visit to Camerton Court to see the
snowdrops is later in this Bulletin. We have
also organised other visits and are delighted
that our AGM this year will be at The
Pavilions, the former regional headquarters
of the Central Electricity Generating Board
on the outskirts of Bristol.

Remember...
Renewal date for membership is 1 July.
Please send your cheque to the Membership
Secretary (see right) or better still, consider
paying by Bankers Order or BACS.
For any membership queries contact
Anne Merriman.

As a Trust, we continue to be well served by
my fellow committee members, all of whom
give considerable time and energy to ensure
the continuing success of Avon Gardens
Trust. If there is a member who would be
interested in co-ordinating our education
interests then we would love to hear from
you. Becoming a member of the committee
which meets four times a year would be
ideal, but would not preclude any member
who is interested in this role. Please contact
me if you would like to help us (see below).

Ros Delany
We welcome our new members:
Deborah Bradley, Sarah Brown,
Gerald & Margaret Hull, Penny Nettlefield

Many of our members have opted to
receive our Bulletins by email. As well as
helping Avon Gardens Trust to save on
administrative costs, it has the added
advantage that all the photographs are
in colour. If you would like to receive a
digital version instead of a paper copy,
please contact Anne Merriman, our
membership secretary (see below).
You can, in any case, always download
recent Bulletins from our website.
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some group who need a hand, then they
run back to the centre of Bristol. They came
and spent time clearing the site so the new
shed could be built.

died unexpectedly in early November. The
core group are continuing her tradition of
the well organised, welcoming and friendly
atmosphere of the regular Thursdays. Our
committee were pleased to grant their
request and to support such a valuable
community resource.

The Easton Community Garden group applied
to the Avon Gardens Trust for replacement
tools, as theirs had been irreparably damaged
by the fire. Sadly, Cristina Crossingham

Wendy Pollard

Avon Gardens Trust Donation to Bishop’s Knoll Wood

I first visited the Easton Community Garden
in September and discovered a very well
laid out productive space next to a small
Trading Estate near Greenbank Cemetery.
I was shown round by Cristina Crossingham
who had been an early member of the
community enterprise.
In 2001 the land had become a neglected
allotment site. The first volunteers to see
the potential of the site were a Bristol
Permaculture Group who undertook
negotiations with Bristol City Council to
rent the land as a community project. With
successful negotiations completed the
Council provided good fencing to stop fly
tipping and to provide security. A round
house shelter was installed to provide a
communal meeting and social area. This
was followed by a capacious, lockable
shed, compost areas and the laying out of
bark pathways between the individual beds.
Worked on a rotation of crops basis fresh,
delicious food is grown on an organic, no dig
policy. With continuous mulching weeds are
kept to a minimum or rigorously dealt with.
The early volunteers expanded to include
local residents and other local groups. The
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ethos of the garden is Earth care, People
care, Fair share. The core group of local
volunteers are either retired, self employed
with spare time, students, mothers with
babies or young children and unemployed
people. The garden is open to the public
every Thursday on a drop-in basis and at the
end of the day the harvest is shared out to
everyone regardless of how much they were
able to work. The garden is important in
meeting some needs of the local community
and offers a safe environment where everyone
is equally valued. A learning opportunity is
offered and several people over the years
have gained the skill and confidence to go
on to related employment. People who have
social care needs or learning difficulties
come with support workers.
Their shed was burnt down by accident
and of course the contents with it. They
have been fortunate in that the materials
and labour for a new shed were donated by
Grahams. Firstly the ground had had to be
cleared and this was done by Good Gym,
a voluntary running group who run from the
centre of Bristol and like to have as their focal
point an hour spent helping someone or

Identifying the trees has been quite a
journey – with dendrologist Tony Titchen
confirming the tree species in the list
compiled by local naturalist Richard Bland
and WT Site Manager Joe Middleton.
We are now confident that we have the
correct nomenclature. The tree tags were
supplied by the same company that
Westonbirt Arboretum uses, so we feel
in good company!
Photos: Wendy Tippett

Easton Community Garden

Wendy Pollard

renewed as we have recently sponsored
30 tree tags that identify the major trees
including the specimens in the 18th century
Arboretum Walk.

In last year’s Autumn Bulletin we mentioned
Avon Gardens Trust would be providing
named labels for the trees in Bishop’s
Knoll Wood, Sneyd Park as we wanted to
enhance the experience for visitors to this
site. Throughout the winter months, the
Trust continued to work closely with The
Woodland Trust (WT), the owners of the
site, over the identification of the specimen
trees in the arboretum there.

Many of these trees can be located in a
collection of photographs taken from the
time that Bishop’s Knoll was serving as a
hospital in WWI. As the Friends of Bishop’s
Knoll volunteer group continue to uncover
and restore features around the estate, the
woodland is becoming more a more popular
place to visit. The tree tags will hopefully
enhance people’s exploration into this
fascinating place.

The Trust contributed some funding
towards repair work to steps in the terraced
kitchen gardens in the 1980s and the
association with this site has now been
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Spring Visit
Camerton Court
Snowdrops in Spring
On a cold, grey day in February we were
invited to walk amongst the snowdrops at
Camerton Court. This large garden was laid
out by its owner Ken Biggs, in his own style
to reflect the character of the Repton House
standing at its heart.
Julieann Biggs took us on a guided tour
of the extensive gardens. The temperature
was just above freezing, which was perfect
for the snowdrops, and crisp topiary, but
really demanded fur lined boots to maintain
the leisurely pace required to take in the
changing vistas. As Julieann indicated,
the bulbs were not rare or precious, but
thanks to the late Ken Biggs having planted
millions of them over the years, their
impact was spectacular.

Grade II Camerton Court is a 19th century
house surrounded by a late 20th century
garden, situated in the Cam and Wellow
Brooks landscape character area of Bath
& North East Somerset. It is characterised
by steep sided valleys with wooded areas
towards the tops of the ridges. A Roman
settlement was located on the ridge above
Camerton Court where Skinners Hill road
meets the Fosse Way.
In 1830, working to a design by George
Repton, the owner, John Jarrett had the
present house, Camerton Court, built on
a rise just north east of the site of the
previous house.
The present owners purchased the Court
in 1975, since when the owner Ken Biggs
renovated and extended the gardens. Ten
additional acres around the house and
driveway have been enclosed, making it
possible to expand the gardens to the
north and south of the manor house.

Ordnance Survey, 1886

The new gardens feature nine different
character areas, each inspired by a different
period or tradition of garden design.
The walled garden has been rebuilt and
replanted. It includes a variety of garden
rooms divided by tightly clipped hedging.
The ‘rooms’ feature formal plantings and are
interconnected with both paths and views
through keyholes in the hedging.

sequoia. These provided dramatic contrast
of scale and backdrop against the millions
of snowdrops surrounding them.

The Italian garden is aligned along a pool
on the site of a pond possibly remaining
from the medieval manor house. Framed
by a colonnade at one end and two small
pavilions at the other, it features sculptures
representing 18th through to 21st century
work. A stair fountain cascades from a
temple on a hill above.

We had the pleasure, at the end of our
tour, to take coffee and biscuits in the
conservatory with members of the Biggs
family. The layout of the conservatory and
terraces immediately adjacent to the house
provide a direct link back to Repton’s original
design, however much of the space has
been given a modern interpretation.

Anne Hills

Evidentiary interest of the property consists
of structural, documentary, horticultural and
archaeological remains. The principal items
of structural interest are the Repton House
and ha-ha, plus the remains of the medieval
stable yard and pond.
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The garden is included in the HER of Bath
& North East Somerset and on the P&G UK
register of historic parks and gardens. It is
anticipated that the Biggs family will document
and publish the work that the late Ken Biggs
and his wife, Ivy, did on the estate.

Repton’s design for Camerton Court, 1840

Horticultural evidence in the form of surviving
veteran trees in the gardens and surrounding
park are represented by mature specimens
of cedar of Lebanon, plane, oak and
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Avon Gardens Trust Events
Later this year...
More details and booking forms in the next Bulletin

Annual General Meeting
at The Pavilions
Wednesday 2 August, 4pm
Thanks to the generosity of Computershare,
our AGM will be held on their premises, the
former regional headquarters of the Central
Electricity Generating Board on the outskirts
of Bristol. This iconic building, designed in
the mid-seventies, received a Grade II listing
from Historic England in 2015.

bar area and swimming pool all survive
remarkably intact. The building even had
its own war bunker, as its unusual design
apparently made it a potential target for
Soviet missiles during the Cold War!
Admission to the AGM is free, but the cost
of the tour and refreshments, including a
donation to Change A Life, Computershare’s
chosen charity, £6 members, £8 guests.

South Kelding
Saturday 21 October, 2pm

In last year’s Autumn Bulletin, we
reported on a visit we had made to
St Andrew’s School as we were keen to
see how the donation made by the Trust
had helped with their proposed project
which had been to create wildlife areas
and a garden for vegetables and flowers.
During our visit we had been very
impressed by the amount of work pupils
from Years 3, 4 and 5 had already

undertaken in the wildlife and pond
gardens as there were already notable
results including recently laid wood bark
paths and newly planted hedges of
hawthorn and beech.
Avon Gardens Trust were delighted
to recently have received thank you
letters from two of the classes involved
in this garden project and here the
letter from Kite Class.

When the building was being planned,
among the main design principles was
that the structure’s visual impact on the
surrounding landscape should be minimal
and that there needed to be complete
integration between building and site.
This resulted in the creation of an ‘invisible’
car park, the introduction of a continuous
perimeter plant box to soften the link
between building and landscape, and an
extensive planting scheme both outside
and inside the building.
After the AGM, members and guests will be
taken on a guided tour of the building which
will include the social areas at the rear of
the building where the former dining room,

South Kelding in Upton Cheyney is a young
7 acre garden set on a hillside with stunning
panoramic views from its upper levels. There
are herbaceous and shrub beds, prairie-style
scree beds, orchard, native copses and a
small arboretum grouped by continents.
Beyond the arboretum lies a large wildlife
pond and a boundary stream which runs
through woodland featuring shade and
moisture-loving plants.
Autumn colour features in the red and yellowstemmed dogwoods, spindle copses, acers,
rowans and liquidambers, with the white,
pink and coppery textured bark of different
birch tree species providing an attractive
contrast to the changing leaf colours. Up by
the house the bergenias, echinaceas and
sedums in the scree beds offset the waving
flowerheads and stems of Miscanthus and
Stipa grasses.
Cost, to include refreshments,
£8 members, £10 guests.

Check for news of our events at www.avongardenstrust.org.uk/events
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Philip White, the Chief Executive of
Hestercombe Gardens Trust, has promised
to be in contact with all CGTs to consult
on the best way forward and to re-connect
with CGT surveyors and recorders.
There is of course, some frustration
with the loss of P&GUK, and some CGTs
have indicated that they are considering
whether they should create their own
database. Philip White has stressed that
the ambition of HGT is to develop a model
of national standing, which caters for and
reflects the needs of individual county
gardens trusts.
It is proposed to maintain free access to
the information and to do this appropriate
advertising will be introduced, as well as
developing a premium listing for gardens
open to the public. In this way income can
be generated to ensure the database is
sustainable in to the future.
www.parksandgardens.org
www.hestercombe.com
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Annual Weekend School in Oxford

There will be ample parking at Little Naish.

Fri 2 - Sun 4 June

www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk

Excellence but also for Environmental
Responsibility and Community Participation.
The Open Gardens Weekend is the main
fundraising event of the year for Portishead in
Bloom. There are usually about 15 gardens
open over the weekend, one of which will
be Little Naish, home of Avon Gardens Trust
members, Peter and Anne Hills.

Gardens were an important part of the
medieval and Tudor world, but have been
difficult to understand owing to poor survival.
In recent years, however, there has been an
upsurge of interest in them, and this weekend
will present a selection of current research
and new thinking, based on archaeological,
art-historical, historical, and literary sources.
Organised by Dr Paul Barnwell, Director of
Studies for Architectural History, and Michael
Symes, The Gardens Trust.

Portishead in Bloom

With a grant from the HLF in support of
the transfer, HGT is now working to ensure
the takeover meets all the conditions
and obligations originally undertaken by
P&GUK. The process will also incorporate
a Database Transfer agreement to enable
HGT to take over the complete database,
archives and domains which were owned
by P&GUK. The Database requires
updating and placing on a modern secure
server. The website, it is generally agreed,
is not very user friendly and needs to
be re-designed.

Medieval and Tudor Gardens

University of Oxford / The Gardens Trust

Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society

Green Squares
& Secret Gardens in Bristol 8
Sat 10 & Sun 11 June, 11am - 5pm
Who Can Resist A Peep Into Privacy?
Behind many of the elegant terraces and
crescents of Clifton and Hotwells in Bristol
there are hidden gardens. This year over
the weekend of 10-11 June there will be the
opportunity to visit eight of these communal
gardens that are not usually accessible to
the public. Also opening will be at least
two special private gardens, one a Bristol
University Hall of Residence and one a 1980s

Further details and costs:
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/courses/medieval
and-tudor-gardens

Portishead Open
Gardens Weekend
Sat 3 & Sun 4 June,
10.30am - 5pm
Portishead has entered the South West in
Bloom competition for the last 20 years and
the town has been Gold Award winners
every year since 2008. First held in 1963 and
initiated by the British Tourist Board, Britain
in Bloom is now the largest horticultural
movement in the country. Since 2002 it has
been organised by the Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) and it is estimated that more
than 200,000 volunteers participate annually
in greening up their local area. Groups are
now evaluated not only for Horticultural

Over the course of the weekend, Trust
members will be running the refreshments
stall at Little Naish with all proceeds from the
sale of tea, coffee and cakes going to Avon
Gardens Trust.
Entry to all the participating gardens will be
by numbered programme which can be

Wendy Pollard

As we reported in the Autumn Bulletin,
Hestercombe Gardens Trust (HGT) is taking
over the former P&GUK database records,
the leading repository of data on parks
and gardens and designed landscapes.

bought from Little Naish on the day for £5
per person, [children free]. The programme
will contain a map of all the open gardens
with a brief resume of what each garden
contains.
Portishead in Bloom

Website and Database

Dates for your Diary

Anne Hills

Parks and Gardens UK
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For only £5.00 (16 and under free) individual
visitors get a ticket that gives entry to all
gardens on both Saturday and Sunday
between 11am and 5pm. This comes with
a booklet, a map and information on some
interesting things you can look out for whilst
going from garden to garden. There’s also
a tree trail for those walking along the path
through St Andrew’s Churchyard.
For groups of eight people or more tickets
can be bought in advance at the reduced
price of £3.00 per person (16 and under
free). Details are under ‘Tickets’ on the
website (www.gssg-bristol.com). These
tickets are non-refundable.
Please note that the individual gardens
choose when they will be open.

Wendy Pollard

housing association complex. So if you have
ever wondered what goes on beyond these
locked gates this will be the time to find out.

From 10.30 on both days tickets will also
be on sale outside Arch House Deli that is
between Boyce’s Avenue and Victoria
Square in Clifton.
Some of the gardens will be selling
refreshments, have stalls or entertainments.
Others will be giving talks or conducted
walks. This enables them to raise money for
the gardens’ upkeep and enhancement.

The Gardens Trust Annual Conference 2017
‘Blest Elysium’ – Sustainable?
Thurs 31 August - Sun 3 September
Based at the University of Plymouth
The conference will combine lectures and
visits in and around the city of Plymouth.
Exploring eighteenth century landscapes
developed on earlier gardens, a Victorian
public park, memorial and twentieth century
civic spaces, we will discuss themes
and challenges faced by professionals,
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custodians and managers working in such
historic landscapes. How can conservation
be balanced with ensuring they are
sustainable and relevant in the 21st century?
Places to be visited include Mount Edgcumbe,
Saltram and Endsleigh with the AGM to be
held on the Saturday afternoon.
For further information, costs and booking
please see www.thegardenstrust.org

