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Planning for the Future
Last year, members of the Association of 
Gardens Trusts and the Garden History Society  
voted to approve in principle a merger of  
the two organisations. Arrangements have 
now been completed which means that the  
crucial voting on whether to merge will take  
place at their respective AGMs on 24 July  
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

referred to as the Constitution. The final 
document is now available and can be 
accessed at www.agt-ghstogether.org

The proposed charitable objects of the new 
organisation (assembled from the Objects of 
both the Association and the GHS) should 
the merger be agreed are:

• to promote the study of the history of 
gardening, landscape gardening and 
horticulture in all its aspects

• to promote Gardens Trusts and through 
them, education, appreciation and 
involvement in matters connected with  
the arts and sciences of garden land

• to promote the protection and 
conservation of historic parks, gardens 
and designed landscapes and to promote 
and advise on their conservation

• to encourage the creation of new parks, 
gardens and designed landscapes

Education, in its broadest sense, lies at 
the heart of the new entity. School children 
and their teachers will be encouraged to 
enjoy outdoor learning and to respect and 
be engaged by the historic landscape that 
surrounds them. Tertiary level education at 
colleges and universities will be included 
and associated with the new organisation. 
Members will continue to experience 
lectures, visits, exhibitions and publications 
at the level they wish. 

If the merger is agreed by both organisations 
on the 24 July, the new organisation will be 
called The Gardens Trust. It was felt the 
name was memorable and represented the  
area in which the new organisation will function. 
A ‘strapline’ may be added to expand the 
activity inferred from the name, whilst a 
simple, contemporary logo will be designed 
that should become easily recognisable. 

Both organisations rely in part on core 
funding from Historic England (HE) and HE 
has repeatedly signalled that, in keeping 
with most areas of public finance, funding 
levels would reduce to the extent where the 
continued existence of both organisations 
would cease to be financially viable within 
ten years. As both groups are dedicated to 
the conservation and understanding of the 
designed landscape, although clearly with 
different approaches to the subject, it was 
felt appropriate to explore the possibility of 
creating a single entity that would appeal 
to existing members, funders and to a new 
generation of prospective members with a 
passion for the protection of the landscape.

The merger process has been undertaken  
by a Transitional Committee with its 
members being drawn in equal numbers 
from both the Association and the GHS.  
It is the intention of the Councils of both 
that the merger would create an active 
membership organisation with charitable 
status. Its governing documents will be a 
Memorandum and Articles of Association, 
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Take an axe to it!
At the risk of being accused of 
name dropping, these prosaic 
words were said by Sir Roy 
Strong to a group of us as at the 
end of our most enjoyable visit 
to the Laskett Gardens. He had 
mentioned how the magnificent 
cedar tree which dominated the area known 
as The Glade, lying to the front of the house, 
and which created such a focal feature for 
the whole garden, was reaching the end of 
its life. Several dead or decaying branches 
had already been removed and Sir Roy felt 
the whole tree would have to come down 
within the next few years. He admitted to being 
saddened by the thought of this as he said 
this particular tree was the reason why he and  
Julia had fallen in love with the house and 
garden when they first saw it in 1973.  

When we hold our Annual General Meeting 
on the 8 August at Newton Park, we shall 
know whether the proposed merger between 
the Association of Gardens Trusts and the 
Garden History Society has been agreed 
by their respective members. For both 
organisations the next few years will be a 
challenging but exciting time and, assuming 
the merger has been approved, the new 
organisation that emerges will be a stronger 
voice for raising the profile of the importance 
of designed landscapes. Ros Delany

However, he was also pragmatic and said 
how “too many gardeners of a certain age” (his  
words, not mine) were reluctant to get rid of 
shrubs and trees that had become too big or 
were decaying. I agreed and said I had such 
a tree and that is when the above words 
were uttered. I have yet to follow his advice. 

It was a fitting end to what had been a most 
enjoyable visit which was enjoyed by all. I 
just hope our visits in August to Newton Park 
and Bishop’s Knoll are enjoyed as much as 
this coach excursion was. 

Membership subscriptions are due on  
1 July. If you pay by cheque, please send 
it, payable to Avon Gardens Trust; £15 for  
single or £20 for joint membership, to the  
Membership Secretary as soon as possible.
A form is enclosed for those who pay by  
cheque. Why not save the inconvenience  
and the expense of postage and 
arrange a standing order this year? 
If you pay by standing order, your renewal 
will have gone through. Thank you for 
helping us to reduce administrative costs.
Contact details for Anne Merriman, our 
Membership Secretary, are in the box below.

Please don’t forget...
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Annual General Meeting  
at Newton Park
Saturday 8 August, 2pm

To celebrate the Tercentenary of the birth of  
‘Capability’ Brown, we are holding our AGM 
at Newton Park. Brown changed the face 
of 18th century England, designing country 
estates, moving hills and making flowing 
lakes and serpentine rivers. His style derived 
from the two practical principles of comfort 
and elegance as he was determined that the 
landscape he designed should provide for 
every need of the great house while at the 
same time looking elegant. His style is taken 
for granted today in a way that was predicted 
in his obituary: “where he is the happiest man 
he will be least remembered, so closely did 
he copy nature his works will be mistaken”. 

The estate was laid out on land containing 
the 14th century keep and gateway of St Loe’s 
Castle, a fortified medieval manor house, 
Elizabethan farm buildings, and various 
enclosed gardens. During the early 18th 
century, the estate was enlarged by the 
purchase of several neighbouring manors 
and land acquired through marriages. The 
house was built for Joseph Langton who 
commissioned Brown in 1761 to improve  
the grounds. Brown created a dramatic  
chain of lakes separated by dams, weirs,  
and cascades set among hanging woods. 

In 1779, Langton was succeeded by his 
daughter Bridget, who in 1783 married 
William Gore of Barrow Court. Bridget died 
in 1793 but William continued to improve 
the grounds, calling in Humphry Repton in 
1796 to make “the further improvement of 
the beautiful scenery”. In 1914, Newton Park 
became the Countess Temple Hospital for 
wounded soldiers, owned by Lord Temple 
until his death in 1940. The estate was 
purchased by the Duchy of Cornwall and  
the core built area let on a long lease to  
what is now Bath Spa University. 

AGT Events

The House (listed grade I) was built in Bath  
stone between 1761-65 by Stiff Leadbetter. 
It is positioned in the centre of the park, over- 
looking the Upper Lake to the west and Lower 
Lake to the north. There is now a gravel 
circuit walk, ornamented with specimen 
trees and shrubs, providing a variety of views 
across the water. Features of interest on our 
guided walk will include a garden temple, 
boathouse, well-preserved icehouse, walled 
kitchen garden and an Italian garden.

The AGM will begin at 2pm, followed by tea 
and cake at 3pm. The guided tour of the 
grounds will start at 3.30pm. 

Members £8, guests £10 to include 
refreshments and guided tour. Please 
book by Monday 3 August using the form 
with this Bulletin. If you are attending the 
AGM only, there is no charge.

Newton St Loe, Bath, BA2 9BN 
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Walking Tour of Bishop’s Knoll
Saturday 22 August, 2pm

On a site overlooking the River Avon and 
the A4 Portway, Bishop’s Knoll is one of 
those historic sites which, quite unfairly, go 
unnoticed by most people. First recorded 
as a medieval deer park, the site was 
subsequently the grounds of a Victorian 
gentleman’s residence called The Knoll. 

For nearly 500 years, from the Norman 
invasion in the 11th century, the site which 
was part of the manor of Stoke Bishop was 
in ecclesiastical ownership. The Dissolution 
of the Monasteries resulted in the land 
being seized and given to Sir Ralph Sadleir 
who had served Henry VIII as Secretary of 
State. He was granted the lands of Sneyd 
Park in 1547 and the estate was enclosed 
but retained many of the oak trees from the 
medieval parkland. Sadleir was a member 
of Thomas Cromwell’s household and was 
portrayed in the recent TV adaptation of 
Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall. 

The mid-19th century saw the predominantly 
agricultural landscape broken up as plots 
across Sneyd Park were subsequently sold 
for development. Many of the sites had 
spectacular views across the River Avon 
and towards the Bristol Channel. The Knoll 
was one of the first houses to be built and 
was completed in 1874. In the early 1900s, 
Robert Bush purchased the property.  

His life and a description  
of the hospital for Australian 
soldiers he created during 
WWI are documented in our 
Journal No. 8.

The grounds of The Knoll 
were developed as a series of 
terraced gardens, paddocks, 
orchards and lawns, all linked by a network 
of ‘pleasure paths’. An arboretum was also 
created that still has many fine specimen 
trees. In 1970, the mansion was demolished 
and the site was developed as flats. 

Our guided walk will take us through the 
mixture of mature and new woodland with 
many significant feature trees, through the 
terraced gardens and walled kitchen garden. 
There are many unexpected garden features 
including old pergolas and garden buildings. 
The site was acquired by the Woodland  
Trust in 1986.

Due to the terrain, this visit is not 
recommended for those with very limited 
mobility. There will be two guided walks 
available; one will follow a shorter and  
less arduous route.

All tickets £5 with any surplus from this 
visit going towards proposed conservation 
projects for the site. The price is for the 
guided walk only. Refreshments may be 
purchased after the walk at the Clocktower 
Café on the Downs. Please book by 
Thursday 17 August using the form  
with this Bulletin.

Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1NR

Many garden features have been 
uncovered in recent years
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The Association of Gardens Trusts and Avon Gardens 
Trust in conjunction with the Garden History Society

Kings Weston
Research and Recording Study Day 
Tuesday 22 September, 9.30am - 3.45pm

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown at Kings Weston: 
A Re-assessment Exploring his Legacy  
of Comfort and Elegance
As part of the celebration of the Tercentenary 
of the birth of ‘Capability’ Brown, we shall be 
exploring the influence of Brown on a country 
estate situated on the outskirts of Bristol. 
Kings Weston has a long and complex  
history and the grounds have been variously 
associated with John Evelyn, Robert Mylne, 
Thomas Wright and Lancelot Brown, but lack  
of funding meant the estate had been neglected  
for too many years. This situation changed in 
2011 when the Kings Weston Action Group 
was founded to protect the estate to fight  
for its future and protect its past.

The house we see today was designed 
in 1712 by Sir John Vanbrugh for Edward 
Southwell. Vanbrugh also designed other 
buildings on the estate that still exist although 
the massive terrace overlooking the River 
Severn was removed later in the 18th century 
when the formal gardens were swept away 
and replaced with a more naturalistic style of 
landscape design associated with Brown.

Our guest speakers will help us discover more  
about the Southwell family and the Kings 
Weston estate, the importance of Brown 
in the British landscape movement and a 
re-assessment of the influence of Brown at 
Kings Weston in the light of current research.

Programme:
 9.30am  Registration/coffee
 10.05am  Welcome and introduction
 10.20am  Delegates split into two groups 

Group 1 – 20 minutes (max) tour of the house 
Group 2 – 20 minutes (max) introduction to 
KWAG Groups then swap round

 11.00am David Martyn: Kings Weston - About  
the House and Terras Setting the scene for  
Brown at Kings Weston

 11.45am Steffie Shields: Moving Heaven & Earth - 
Capability Brown and the Gift of Landscape 
An overview of Brown’s diverse works in relation 
to his philosophy

 12.30pm Judy Preston: Another Piece of the Jigsaw 
A tantalising glimpse of Wright’s involvement in 
improving the Kings Weston landscape

 1.15pm Lunch and coffee
 2.00pm Prepare for guided tour of grounds
 2.15pm Guided tour of the grounds
 3.45pm  Close of study day

Cost: £50, includes morning coffee/tea, 
tour of the house, lectures, lunch in the 
Oak Room and tour of the grounds.
Booking for this event is through the 
Association of Gardens Trusts. Please use  
the form included with this Bulletin.  
To pay by BACS you will need to reserve a  
place first. E-mail Teresa, the Association  
co-ordinator: gardenstrusts@agt.org.uk  
or phone 020 7251 2610.

Kings Weston House,  
Kings Weston Lane, Bristol BS11 0UR
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Greening Grey Britain:
Britain’s front gardens disappear 
A new report from the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) has found that one in three 
front gardens in the UK do not have any 
plants growing in them as they are covered  
in concrete, tarmac or gravel, usually to 
provide hard-standing for vehicles. This 
means that over five million front gardens 
now do not have any plants growing in  
them, while four and a half million of these 
front gardens are completely paved over. 
The RHS states that the plant cover has 
decreased by as much as 15%.

Ken Biggs
It is with deep regret that we announce 
the passing of Ken Biggs, one of our 
members. There have been many tributes 
to the man acknowledging the company 
he developed with the work it carried out 
all across the south west. An important 
aspect of the building and construction 
work of the company continues to be  
the conservation and restoration of 
historic buildings. In Avon, such work  
has included Clarkencombe Lodge at 
Ashton Court and Arnos Vale Cemetery.

The AGM held by the Trust in the 
Orangery at Camerton Court nearly four 
years ago is still talked about as one of 
the best garden visits the Trust has been 
on in recent years. Many of us have 
happy memories of being led around 
the grounds on a sunny evening by Ken. 
His great sense of humour, his infectious 
enthusiasm and his immense knowledge 
ensured everyone enjoyed themselves.

Ken Biggs was always a great supporter 
of the Trust and was always so welcoming 
to any requests that were made by me 
regarding possible visits or helping a 
Trust member who needed to undertake 
post-graduate research. He will be sorely 
missed and our thoughts are with his  
wife, Ivy, and their family at this sad  
and difficult time.

Ros Delany

The research found the worse culprit for 
paving over front gardens is London, with 
half of such gardens paved over and a  
35% increase over the last ten years. The 
north east of England is the only place in 
the UK that has reduced the number of 
completely paved gardens. 

The RHS warns that the loss of front gardens 
to paving is contributing to biodiversity loss, 
flooding risks, rising urban temperatures, 
while having a negative impact on well-
being. For example, gardens can soak up 
rain, while paving, tarmac and concrete can 
increase the amount of rainwater that runs 
off by as much as 50%.

The RHS is calling on the nation to transform 
hard, cold grey areas into living planted up 
green places, to enrich lives and benefit the 
environment. Over the coming months, the 
RHS will share and promote ideas about  
how to transform front gardens.

For more information on the greening 
programme, see the RHS website  
www.rhs.org.uk

Camerton Court
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Introducing Margie Hoffnung
Margie Hoffnung  
began working in 
the Garden History 
Society’s newly created 
post of Assistant 
Conservation Officer 
for the whole of 
England in January 
2014. Jonathan Lovie 
had been the GHS’s sole Conservation 
Officer for some years previously. 

As the GHS is a Statutory Consultee, 
Local Authorities are obliged to notify them 
about all planning applications which affect 
anything on Historic England’s (HE) Register 
of Parks and Gardens (RPG). Each week, 
Margie receives a long list which requires her 
to go onto the appropriate Local Authority 
website, read the documentation and 
familiarise herself with every relevant proposal 
throughout England. Sometimes they are 
fine, but too often many are potentially 
problematic. The most frequently occurring 
are development/building within the setting 
of a RPG, solar farms, and the conversion 
of large historic houses into hotel/leisure 
facilities with associated access, parking  
and tourism issues. 

The applications are then logged onto the 
GHS casework log database which has the 
planning history of all GHS consultations 
over the past decade or so. It is impossible 
to be personally familiar with every site to 
get a true feel for the development’s impact 
and information online is frequently sparse, 
sometimes even lacking site maps. This is 
where county garden trusts come in as the 
GHS Conservation Officers readily admit they 
could not do their jobs without assistance 
from the CGTs as their local knowledge and 
research often alert GHS to applications 
which LAs have remained silent about. 

As Jonathan and Margie both work part-
time, they cannot personally respond to all 
relevant applications, so for those which  

are not nationally significant (which Jonathan 
deals with), Margie e-mails the local CGT 
with details of other planning applications 
which are responded to accordingly. 

Margie admits she is often faced with 
unfamiliar topics, but she knows ‘someone 
out there’ will be an expert. She uses the 
Association of Gardens Trust email chat 
forum (leapthehaha@yahoogroups.co.uk) 
and gets almost instant responses on topics 
as varied as Victorian Bathing Ponds (which 
she asked about with regard to Tyntesfield), 
anaerobic digesters and Asylum landscapes. 

Margie also works very closely with the 
Historic Landscape Project Officers (HLPOs) 
who are jointly funded by HE, the Association 
of Garden Trusts and the GHS. Over the next 
year, Margie will be working additional hours 
each month so she can visit those CGTs who 
are less confident than Avon Gardens Trust 
in responding to planning applications and 
she will be finding out how the HLPOs and 
the GHS can best support them.

Don’t keep the answers to yourselves!
We can’t help but notice that between you all,

County Gardens Trusts know the answers to most things.
There’s not much you haven’t tried,

and there’s not much you don’t know.

One Trust’s question is invariably another Trust’s 
area of expertise, so let’s get sharing! 

You now have a new
County Gardens Trusts Email Group

(Leapthehaha) 
Please join at

http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/leapthehaha/join
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Annual Report 
& Financial Statements
 for the year ended 31st March 2015

The formal Annual Report and Accounts for the latest 
financial year, to 31st March 2015, are presented for your 
consideration in advance of the Trust’s Annual General 
Meeting for 2015, which takes place at the Newton Park 
campus of Bath Spa University, set in a Capability Brown 
landscape, on 8th August 2015.

The Committee hopes that you will find the Accounts 
informative and easy to follow. Restricted Funds are 
those that can only be used for purposes specified 
by the donors, while Unrestricted Funds may be used 
for the general purposes of the Trust as set out in its 
Memorandum of Association.

A M Merriman
Treasurer

If you are attending the AGM,  
please bring this copy of the Annual Report with you



Avon Gardens Trust
(A Company limited by Guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

Registered Charity No. 900377 
Company Registration No. 2357099

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Status

 The Trust, founded in 1987, is a charitable company limited by guarantee, with objects and powers  
set out in its Memorandum of Association and organisational details in its Articles of Association.

Management Committee

 Activities are conducted by a Committee elected by the members, one third of which retires each  
year but is eligible for re-election at the AGM. During the year to 31st March 2015, this comprised:

Miss R Corner (to 7.5.14)  Dr R Delany  Ms L Gallant (to 31.12.14)  Mrs A Hills   
Mr P Hills  Ms E Jones  Mrs A Merriman  Mr AM Merriman  
Mrs W Pollard  Mrs C Troup 

Mrs W Pollard and Mr A M Merriman acted as the principal Directors, and Mrs W Pollard as Secretary,  
of the Company.

No member of the Committee received any remuneration or expenses payment from the Trust.

Registered Office: The CREATE Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol, BS1 6XN  
Bankers: CAF Bank Ltd., 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2015

Activities

 The Trust was formed to promote educational and conservational matters relating to gardens, parks  
and the designed landscape with special reference to the area of the former county of Avon, and, in exercising 
their powers the trustees have complied with their duty to have due regard to the guidance on public benefit 
published by the Charity Commission. Work continues in extending and updating the freely accessible national 
Parks and Gardens Database. During the year, members visited several parks and gardens and grants have 
been made to further garden developments and educational activities in the Avon area. The Trust encourages 
research into garden sites, findings being published in its Journal.

 Committee members have been involved in assessing various conservation and development projects 
affecting park and garden sites in the Avon area and discussing them with the appropriate local authorities. 
Notes on these and other matters are included in the Trust’s publications.

Future Strategy

 The Trust intends to continue this range of activities, subject to satisfactory funding arrangements.

Risk and Reserves Policy

 The Committee is satisfied that the Trust is not exposed to significant financial risks, and that its reserves  
of £26,798, though small in themselves, provide an adequate basis for meeting expenditure that may arise 
before external funding can be arranged.

Approved by the Committee on 15th April 2015 and signed on its behalf by:

A M Merriman  
Director and Trustee
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Avon Gardens Trust
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL AFFAIRS - YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 2015 

(including income & expenditure account)

   Unrestricted Restricted Total Prior 
   Funds Funds Funds Year

Income

 Donations 2,328 --- 2,328 2,313

 Trading Activities 2,451 --- 2,451 2,310

 Other 39 --- 39 34

 Total 4,818 --- 4,818 4,657

Expenditure on:

 Raising funds 990 --- 990 1,315

 Charitable activities 2,520 1,300 3,820 1,416

 Other 1,088 --- 1,088 2,145

 Total 4,598 1,300 5,898 4,876

Net income/movement in funds 220 (1,300) (1,080) (219)

Reconciliation of funds

 Total funds brought forward 26,798 4,582 31,380 31,599

 Total funds carried forward 27,018 3,282 30,300 31,380
   –––––– ––––– –––––– ––––––

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

1 These Accounts are prepared on the Accruals basis and under the historical cost convention. 
 The fixed asset formerly held (book value nil) has been scrapped. Stocks of publications are  
 not included as assets, since their future sales are uncertain.

2 Income from donations includes subscriptions, donations and Gift Aid.

3 Income from trading activities includes lectures, visits, advertisements and book sales.

4 Expenditure on raising funds includes the costs of lectures and visits.

5 Charitable Expenditure includes:

 Publication costs of Journal 701 --- 701 666

 Grants to local schools 500 --- 500 500

 Grants to Community Groups 1,319 1,300 2,619 250

   2,520 1,300 3,820 1,416
   ––––– ––––– ––––– –––––

6 Other Expenditure consists of the Trust’s administration expenses.
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Avon Gardens Trust
BALANCE SHEET AT 31st MARCH 2015

    Total  Prior Year 
    Funds  Funds

Current Assets

 Debtors and Prepayments 708  905

 Cash at bank 31,732  32,105

  Total current assets  32,440  33,010

Liabilities

 Creditors: Amounts falling 
 due within one year  2,140  1,630

  Net current assets  30,300  31,380

  Total net assets  30,300  31,380

The funds of the charity

 Restricted income funds  3,282  4,582

 Unrestricted funds  27,018  26,798

  Total charity funds  30,300  31,380

Note:    Cash at bank of £3,282 (2014: £4,582) relates to restricted funds and £28,465 (2014: £27,523)  
to unrestricted funds. All debtors, prepayments and creditors relate to unrestricted funds.

These accounts comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011 and the Charity  
Commission’s SORP 2014 applicable to accounts prepared in accordance with the FRSSE.

The Directors and Trustees acknowledge their responsibility for:

(i) ensuring that the company keeps accounting records which comply with section 386  
of the Companies Act 2006; and

(ii) preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the trust company  
as at the end of its financial year, and of its incoming resources and the application of resources, 
including profit and loss, for the financial year in accordance with section 396, and which  
otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts,  
so far as applicable to the company.

The Directors are of the opinion that the company was entitled to the exemption from audit conferred by  
Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31st March 2015. They confirm that no  
members have requested an audit pursuant to Section 476 of that Act.

Approved by the Committee and Board of Directors on 15th April 2015 and signed on its behalf by:

A M Merriman  
Director and Trustee
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books The Victorian 
Garden (2012, Shire) 
and The Victorian 
Gardener (2014, 
Shire) and she now 
writes and lectures 
about historic gardens 
and does research 
and consultancy work. 

Caroline is also actively involved with Sussex 
Gardens Trust as a council member and on 
the research group. She took up her position 
with the Association in April and is looking 
forward to meeting CGT members, seeing 
the inspiring work being done and offering 
conservation support where needed.

carolineikin@agt.org.uk

Introducing Caroline Ikin
Caroline Ikin has been appointed to join 
Linden Groves as an Historic Landscape 
Project Officer to be responsible for looking  
after CGTs in the south west, south east  
and west Midlands.

With a degree in History of Art and a diploma 
in Heritage Studies, Caroline began her 
working life as a museum curator before 
moving to the National Trust, working first 
at Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal in 
Yorkshire, then at Polesden Lacey in Surrey 
and finishing up as House and Collections 
Manager at Ham House in London. 

While working for the National Trust, she 
enrolled on the MA Garden History course at 
Birkbeck which led to the publication of her 

A new Resource Hub was launched in 
March at the Association of Gardens Trusts 
Business Meeting. This is a free online 
treasure trove that replaces the HLP web 
forum and is packed with downloads 
to help CGTs in their important work 
conserving historic parks and gardens.

This Hub contains a complete set of HLP  
planning training handouts and presentations,  
Historic England’s library of guidance 
documents and examples of documents 
produced by CGTs covering topics from 
volunteer recruitment to study days. 

Documents from the Joint Conservation 
Committee are also there, including 
template planning letters and minutes  
of meetings. 

From this month the Hub will house regular 
casework log notes in which the GHS’s 
conservation team will pull together written 
responses to planning applications by 
themselves and CGTs. This should be 
invaluable in getting a national picture of 
the planning activity being undertaken by 
CGTs. The casework log for May has been 
uploaded to the Hub, so do have a look.

www.parksandgardens.org/historic-landscape-project

Discover North Somerset
A new website makes it easier for everyone 
to take advantage of the heritage of North 
Somerset. Discover North Somerset pulls 
together different threads to make it easier 
to explore the area. 

The website offers information about towns, 
villages and places of interest across the 

area with links to other relevant websites 
as well as information about local history 
and culture. Most importantly for those 
researching historic landscapes, the site 
will enable access to historic photographs 
of North Somerset and images from local 
history collections.

www.discovernorthsomerset.co.uk

Historic Landscape Project Resource Hub
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South West  
Education Conference
Tuesday 24 February

This year was the 19th year of this annual 
meeting and eight counties from across 
the south west were represented. Wiltshire 
Gardens Trust hosted and arranged the  
day and Cynthia Troup, our Education  
Co-ordinator, attended.

Juliet Wilmot welcomed the visitors and 
introduced the first speaker who was Martin 
Clements of the Visitor and Volunteer 
section at Stourhead. He gave a fascinating 
talk covering the 300 years of the estate, 
the history of the Hoare family and the art 
collection there. He continued by out-lining 
the way efforts are made to make visitors  
feel related to the estate whatever their age 
and interest including the introduction of 
Forest Fridays which aims to re-connect 
children to the countryside with such 
activities as learning how to climb trees 
safely, build dens, learning about the flora 
and fauna and the laying of trails. 

The next speaker was Dean Sherwin  
from the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust whose 
talk was on Creating stimulating outdoor 
learning and nature-based play experiences 
for children. He explained the good work 
that Wildlife Trusts do advising and helping 
schools create just such outdoor areas.  
As Garden Trusts also promote the 
importance of outdoor learning through 
the giving of grants for the development of 
gardens in primary schools, it makes sense 
to establish contact with local Wildlife  
Trusts and possibly working together. 

The third talk was given by Ian and Ruth 
Homer, trustees of the British Beekeepers 
Association. Their talk, entitled The pleasure  
and advantages of keeping bees, was  
accompanied by some remarkable photographs.  
Much has been written recently about the 
vital role that bees play in all aspects of 
gardening and growing. Ian and Ruth  

gave an enlivening look at bees as 
pollinators, gardeners and educators. Their 
information was fascinating and everyone 
learned some new fact about these amazing 
creatures and how they affect us all.

The final speaker was Dr Sue Johnson who 
is involved in the work being carried out on 
Charles Darwin and she had many thoughts 
on how his thinking is relevant to teaching 
today. A major idea is that children learn 
most effectively when they learn things by 
doing and experiencing for themselves and 
thus learn to think for themselves. She talked 
of the work Darwin undertook at Downe 
House where he investigated soil, seed 
dispersal and germination, the interaction of 
plants and animals as well as plant breeding 
and adaptation. She emphasised the vital 
need to observe and also how children need 
to be encouraged and trained to watch and 
note what is actually seen and thereby find 
out for themselves.

After lunch, there was a general discussion 
about the experiences encountered by the 
Trusts in working with schools. This is always 
a most valuable part of the day and everyone 
participated fully in this. The meeting was 
closed by Steffie Shields, Chairman of the 
Association of Gardens Trusts.

Thanks to Juliet Wilmot

Congratulations go to Dominic 
Cole, Chairman of the Garden 
History Society, who was awarded 
an OBE in the recently announced 
Queen’s Birthday Honours list for 
services to garden conservation.

10



Hellens Manor  
and Laskett Gardens
Thursday 21 May

Members of Avon Gardens Trust on a  
coach trip. I had my doubts! How wrong 
could I be? 28 garden historians, landscape 
designers, gardeners, architectural historians 
and the just plain curious, shared a coach 
for the hour’s journey to Much Marcle, 
Herefordshire where Hellens Manor has  
sat since 1096.

Hellens is a living monument to much of 
England’s history. A loved home lived in for 
centuries by the descendants of Walter de 
Helyon, who gave his name to the house in 
the 13th century.

It contains a wealth of period furnishings, 
paintings and decorations which are very 
much linked to the family members over 
time and reflect the neighbouring manors 
and inter-family marriages. At Hellens, 
familiar West Country names such as 
Halswell, Pye, Noble, Walwyn, Cooke and 
Kemeys-Tynte assembled a rare and totally 
personal collection of pictures, furniture 
and heirlooms. In 1930, the property was 
acquired by Hilda Pennington Mellor Munthe, 
a wealthy socialite who was related to the 
Walwyn and Cooke families. 

In 1907 Hilda had married Axel Munthe,  
a Swedish-born physician and psychiatrist, 
best known as the author of The Story of 
San Michele, an autobiographical account 
of his life and work. Hellens continues to be 
owned and administered by the Pennington 
Mellor Munthe Charity Trust

Our guided visit started at the 16th century 
Audley tower, in the Inner Courtyard where it 
is a challenge to unravel the different periods 
of construction. You see a blocked up Tudor 
door hiding behind a later chimney. Even the 
window mullions are brick built, which was 
revolutionary in the 16th century. 

Spring Visit

The Stone Hall or Courtroom was originally 
a medieval half-timbered Hall. The stone 
high table, a mensa, started life as an altar 
in either a medieval church or monastery. It 
faces the Minstrels’ Gallery where miscreants 
were brought before the Lord of the Manor.

Part of the way up the wide wooden 
staircase, in the Landing Showcase are 
treasured family heirlooms including a bezel 
diamond ring that was given to Sir Nicholas 
Kemeys by Charles I for saving his life after 
the battle of Edge Hill. Of special interest 
is the ivory and steel dressing-case that 
belonged to Ann Boleyn. A simple comb 
from the box reappears in her great-niece’s 
portrait upstairs in the Cordoba Room.

Bloody Mary’s room was improved at 
considerable expense, about 1526-1527, 
on the expectation of her visiting Hellens. R
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The over mantel decorated with the Queen’s 
initials, and the stucco ceiling, are in the 
English renaissance style.

The 1625 family portrait hanging in this 
room is of Sir Nicholas and Lady Halswell’s 
children, four boys and two girls, but all are 
in dresses. It was the usual practice of the 
period for boys to wear dresses until they 
were breeched at about seven years old.  
Our guide also explained that the dresses 
were thought to confuse the Devil who  
would be unable to ‘take’ male babies.

Our excellent guide, Caitlin, spotted an 
authority in our midst, Jonathan Holt who 
knew something about the Kemeys-Tynte 
family, in particular Sir Charles Kemeys-Tynte 
(1710-85) who embellished the estate of 
Halswell at Goathurst near Bridgwater. 

On leaving Hellens house, we assembled 
in the Barn and enjoyed a delicious home-
cooked lunch, after which we had about 
half an hour to explore the gardens which 
have been re-developed along Tudor and 
Jacobean lines, reflecting the house’s  
history. The gardens incorporate a rare  
17th century octagonal dovecote and  
a walled knot garden.

Halswell & the Kemeys-Tyntes
The first manor at Halswell was built 
by the Halswell family in 1536 on a site 
favoured by natural springs, good soil  
and with views towards the Bristol 
Channel, despite facing north. In the  
mid-17th century, Jane Halswell married 
John Tynte of Chelvey Court and it was 
their son, Sir Halswell Tynte, 1st Baronet, 
who rebuilt the north range of the house  
in 1689, possibly using William Taylor as 
his surveyor. It is probable that either  
Sir Halswell Tynte or his son Sir John 
created a formal garden with a substantial 
parterre and terraces, as well as two  
brick and stone pavilions.

By 1740, when Sir Charles Kemeys-
Tynte came into the baronetcy, the 
fashion in gardens had changed to the 
more natural English style. Over the next 
forty-four years, he changed the face of 
Halswell. The follies he created included 
the Stepped Pyramid, Rockwork Screen, 
Mrs Busby’s Temple, named apparently 
after Lady Tynte’s sister and Robin Hood’s 
Temple or Hut. More recently, these follies 
have been restored, and the final chapter 
could lead to their opening to the public 
thanks to new owner Edward Strachan.

Jonathan Holt
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The twenty minute coach journey to our 
next garden visit, The Laskett Gardens, was 
literally ‘buzzing’ with positivity.

The creativity, plantsmanship and design 
were to the fore at the Laskett which had 
been created only forty years earlier from 
agricultural fields and it was a stark contrast 
to the 900 years of history at Hellens.

After a brief welcome and introduction, we 
were given audio guides and therefore were 
able to wander at our individual pace through 
the 24 walks and gardens, over the six acre 
site. The contrasting ‘rooms’ included a 
rose garden, a knot garden, an orchard, a 
pleached lime avenue, parterres, herbaceous 
borders and the Colonnade Court.

It was a theatrical as well as a horticultural 
experience reflecting both Sir Roy Strong’s 
cultural associations with the V&A Museum  
in London in the 1960s and 70s and also  
that of his late wife, Julia Trevelyan Oman, 
whose set designs for theatre and ballet 
productions were created during the same 

decades and provided the inspiration for  
the ‘Ashton Arbour’, ‘Covent Garden’ and 
‘Die Fledermaus Walk’.

In many ways the garden rooms could  
not have had a better pedigree than to 
have been created by Roy Strong and Julia 
Trevelyan Oman. It was an experience to 
arrive at an immaculately topiaried enclosure 
knowing both its theatrical inspiration whilst 
also at the same time being able to admire 
the plantsmanship and horticultural skill that 
underpinned the theatrical effects.

From the outset Roy Strong and Julia 
Trevelyan Oman had thought of the garden 
as being autobiographical about both of 
them. They felt the garden was all about 
memory – not only in the form of ornaments 
and locations, but also through plants as 
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many varieties have been planted here to 
remind them of specific people or places 
such as the quince tree which was originally 
a cutting from Frewin Hall that had been 
owned by Julia’s grandfather.

Elated but intellectually exhausted perhaps 
describes the atmosphere on the return 
coach journey. Two additional things need 
to be mentioned that contributed to such a 
successful double visit coach trip. Firstly, the 
glorious warm sunny day that provided the 
best environment, and enhanced all the new 
experiences. The second was the meticulous 
planning, checking and double checking that 
Peter Hills had undertaken to ensure that we 
all got to where we were supposed to be at 
the right time. Anne Hills

ANZAC Day Centenary
The centenary of ANZAC Day, when the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
landed at Gallipoli and which cost so many 
lives, was remembered on 25 April at Arnos 
Vale Cemetery. In warm spring sunshine, 
a short service of commemoration took 
place in Soldiers’ Corner. This is the 
triangle of ground immediately below the 
War Memorial which bears the names 
of nearly 200 casualties of war. Most of 
the inscriptions honour service personnel 
who died in Bristol hospitals from injuries 
suffered in battle.

Bristol has particular reason to remember 
as Robert Bush who lived in Bishop’s 
Knoll in Sneyd Park cared for over 2,000 
wounded Australian soldiers during WWI 
(see Journal No. 8). Bishop’s Knoll served 
as the only privately owned and funded 
hospital in the country to receive casualties 
from the Front Line. 

More than 600 British and allied soldiers, 
sailors and airmen from both World Wars 
and earlier conflicts are remembered at 
the cemetery. They include three recipients 
of Britain’s highest award for valour, the 
Victoria Cross, as well as veterans who 
survived the battles of Trafalgar and Waterloo.

Throughout the cemetery there are matching 
white stone markers and other headstones 
for men and women who lost their lives 
while serving in the armed forces, including 
those from Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
New Zealand, India and Norway. 
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Stop press...
Thank you to everyone who helped make 
the Open Garden event at Little Naish such 
a success. Our especial thanks go to Peter 
and Anne Hills for opening up their lovely 
garden, enabling the Trust to raise over 
£1,500 to be spent on various community, 
conservation and education grants.

Full report in the next Bulletin
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Bookshelf

Jonathan Holt, Trust member 
and former Chairman, has 
a great interest in follies 
and has travelled widely to 
research them. His most 
recent work concentrates 
on our own area and can be 
ordered via www.follies.org.uk/journal.htm

Peter Jones, retired BBC Producer who 
brought WG Hoskins to our television screens 
in the 1970s, has been reading it.

Bristol walkers would find The Follies Journal 
No. 13 a most useful addition to  

The Writer’s Garden
How gardens inspired 
our best loved authors

Jackie Bennett  
with photographs by 
Richard Hanson

There are some well 
known links between 
writers and parts of the UK: Hardy and 
Dorset; Wordsworth and Cumbria; the 
Bronte sisters and Yorkshire and so on.  
In this book we can read about 20 authors’ 
relationships with their gardens; photographs 
accompany biographical histories as well  
as titles of works ‘Written in Residence’. 

The house in which Wordsworth was  
born in Cockermouth was saved by local 
people and given to the National Trust 
in 1938. The gardens were restored to a 
productive and decorative nature in 2004, 
but five years later terrible floods destroyed 
the entire garden including the walls. The 
head gardener subsequently designed 
the planting to represent 1770, the year of 
Wordsworth’s birth. The poet’s childhood 
experiences of nature here were important  
in his later writing; he returned to Cumbria  
to live in Dove Cottage where he planted 
ferns, bulbs and wild flowers and wrote  
the works for which he is known.

Cumbria was also home to Beatrix Potter 
during her later life. By the time she purchased  
the farm at Hill Top (also NT), Beatrix had 
already written The Tale of Peter Rabbit, one  
of my best loved books in which Mr McGregor  
chases Peter Rabbit around the vegetable 
garden. Planting at Hill Top included cottage 
flowers and shrubs with vegetables.

The Writer’s Garden includes many famous 
authors: Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, 
Laurence Sterne, Henry James, Virginia 
Woolf, Rudyard Kipling, Agatha Christie,  
Ted Hughes, Roald Dahl amongst others. 

One story that struck me is that of the poet 
John Clare (1793-1864). As Bennett points 
out, he’s the only writer in this book to have 
been a gardener by trade. Clare would have 
been a labourer but for a short spell, at 14, 
he became a garden apprentice at Burghley 
House. He spent his wages on a gardening 
manual as well as a copy of James Thomson’s  
The Seasons. Clare worked in the kitchen 
garden and then the nursery at Burghley.  
His family in their rented cottage in Helpston, 
Northamptonshire, suffered loss of income 
with The Enclosure Act of 1809; their strip 
of land had an apple tree which brought in 
a little money, but their living quarters were 
reduced from four rooms to two. When  
Clare was 24 he had to take on work in lime-
burning to increase his wages. Clare lived 
through a period of massive change to the 
landscape and people’s way of life.

Today, the cottage at Helpston has been 
restored and is now run by the John Clare 
Trust. A new garden designed and planted 
was inspired by Clare’s The Rural Muse.

Bennett pays tribute to the people who  
keep some of these gardens and places 
going: “If there is such a thing as a writer’s 
spirit, then it lives on through the people  
who renew that spirit, year after year.”
Published by Frances Lincoln, 2014 
ISBN: 9780711234949, Hardback,176 pp, £25.00

Emma Jones
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Dates for your Diary
For Our Tomorrow:  
Arnos Vale and the Great War
Until October, 10am-4pm every day

The exhibition in the Anglican crypt is the 
culmination of a two year project telling the 
story of wartime Arnos Vale, where many 
of those who subsequently died in Bristol’s 
military hospitals finally came to rest.

Admission is free but donations are welcome. 

www.arnosvale.org.uk

Bristol Record Office / University of Bristol

Postcards from Bristol
Until 17 July 2015

A selection of postcards of early 20th century 
Bristol donated to the city by Roy Vaughan. 
Some of the stories behind the photographs 
are revealed in celebration of a volunteer 
project which has mapped the postcards on 
Know Your Place.

Bristol Record Office is accessed via the 
CREATE Centre. Open Tues to Fri 9.30am-
4.30pm, Sat 10am–4pm. Admission free.

Over 2000 postcards have been uploaded into the Know Your Place website. In addition, 
the new BRO online catalogues include the George Elliott collection of East Bristol images 
from the 18th-20th century (Ref. No. 42562) and the papers of the Southwell and Russell 
families of Kings Weston House between 1555 and the 1990s (Ref. No. 45317).

www.bristol.gov.uk/knowyourplace

their backpacks – or better still for preparing 
a walk in advance as it is usefully divided into 
Bristol, South Gloucestershire and Lost Follies.

This well researched and illustrated journal 
will have delightful surprises for most of us - it 
certainly filled in gaps in my local knowledge.

Take ‘Cook’s Folly’ in Sneyd Park, “so laden 
with legend that you wonder why no-one 
has made a film about (it).” Or the Easton 
Gazebo, sited so bizarrely that it is hard 
to see what purpose it might have served. 
But the Journal explains its provenance, 
suggesting it might have marked the end 
of the garden of a manor house. Looking 
around the present landscape of motorway 
extension and the occasional train from 
Temple Meads rattling by it’s hard to imagine 
the landscape of even 100 years ago. 

However, Easton Manor or St Mark’s Manor 
are both possible contenders – work here 
for urban landscape historians. WG Hoskins 
would probably suggest we start with the  
first edition of the Ordnance Survey and 
compare it with the contemporary map. 
While Bill Hoskins generally had little time  

for follies, he did recognise the work of  
our great 18th century landscape designers, 
often to criticise such extravagances as 
“ruined cottages” and “sham ruins that might 
have provided accommodation for some 
deprived tenants”.

But follies provide a visual pleasure and  
its good to see that contemporary follies are 
also explored as in Bristol’s eastern suburb 
of Fishponds where Sustrans commissioned 
Fish on the Nose. 

Slightly further afield in South 
Gloucestershire, we are taken on a personal 
and topographical journey to Hanham, 
Warmley and... coming to Widds Hill House 
where the Dutch owner embarked on a ten 
year project to embellish the family estate 
with a “good looking building”.

The original instinct of Kent and Brown to 
embellish the landscape seems to be alive 
and well, but it’s just as well to remember the 
OED definition of folly: a name given to any 
costly structure considered to have shown 
folly in the builder, but cf the French folie, 
“delight”, ‘favourite abode’.
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