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Bulletin
Remembering Bristol’s 
Australian Pioneer
Over the last few years Avon Gardens Trust 
has worked closely with the Woodland Trust 
and the Friends of Bishop’s Knoll Wood at 
Bishop’s Knoll in Sneyd Park. One result has 
been an interpretation board at the entrance 
to the site which features the AGT logo. 

Wendy Tippett has researched the site and 
has written a number of articles for the Trust 
including ‘Bishop’s Knoll Hospital’ in Journal 
No 8. Representing the AGT, Wendy joined 
a gathering of people on the 24 August with 
an interest in Bishop’s Knoll for the unveiling 
of the replica 1919 commemorative plaque 
at the entrance to the Wood. It was unveiled 
by the High Sheriff of Bristol, Helen Wilde 
and commemorates the work of Robert and 
Margery Bush who converted their home 
at Bishop’s Knoll to a hospital for injured 
Australian soldiers in World War I. The 
original plaque was taken to Canberra many 
years ago, and the Australian Department 

of Veteran Affairs funded the replica. 
Enthusiasts included members of the Britain- 
Australia Society, the Bush family, Clifton 
College, Clifton Rugby Club, Gloucestershire 
CCC, Bristol Tree Forum, Bristol Record 
Office and the Australian Armed forces. 

Bishop’s Knoll Wood volunteer, Chris 
Stephens, also launched his recent book 
entitled Bristol’s Australian Pioneer: The 
Story of Robert Bush and his Bishop’s Knoll 
WWI Hospital, published by Bristol Books.

The AGT is now working closely with The 
Woodland Trust over the identification of the 
specimen trees in the arboretum at Bishop’s 
Knoll which was created by Robert Bush. 
The AGT will be providing named labels for 
the trees there which will further enrich the 
experience of visitors to the site.

The plaque with (from left) Bev Knott, Helen Wilde, 
Tessa Kerry (granddaughter of Mr&Mrs Bush),  

Lt Colonel Arthur Tsamis (Australian Defence Staff), 
Chris Stephens as well as two Bush great grandchildren

Bev Knott, Chairman of Friends of Bishop’s Knoll Wood, 
with a new information board featuring AGT logo 

Find out more at an exhibition at Bristol 
Record Office. Bristol’s Australian 
Pioneer: Robert Bush and the Bishop’s 
Knoll First World War Hospital runs until 
13 January 2017. Entry is free.

Margery and Robert Bush
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Chairman’s Welcome
“A garden in winter is the  
absolute test of a good gardener”

Rosemary Verey

It is always with a faint tinge of sadness 
when I sit down to write my Welcome 
piece for the autumn Bulletin as it seems 
to me I am saying farewell to summer and 
the swallows and stretching ahead are the 
darker evenings of the winter months.

The above quote by Rosemary Verey is a 
particularly apt one as we all strive to have 
something of interest in our gardens through 
this period. Our talk and lunch in November 
will allow us to learn more about her, both as a 
person, friend and garden designer as Margie 
Hoffnung, who worked for Rosemary Verey, 
gives us a unique insight into this fascinating 
woman. I hope as many of you who are able 
will join us for what should be an interesting 
illustrated talk.

www.avongardenstrust.org.uk

Chairman: Ros Delany 01275 371398  
chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk
Membership Sec.: Anne Merriman 01934 833619 

membership@avongardenstrust.org.uk
Danby, The Causeway,  
Congresbury, Bristol BS49 5DJ

Trust publications are edited by  
Emma Jones 0117 239 9715 
editor@avongardenstrust.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 900377 Company No. 2357099  
CREATE Centre, Smeaton Road, Bristol BS1 6XN

Know Your Expanding Place!
The free mapping project Know Your  
Place West of England allows users to 
explore the heritage of their local area 
through old maps and archive images.  
The service was launched in Bristol five 
years ago and this year has been extended 
to include South Gloucestershire, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.

It is anticipated that both North Somerset 
and Bath & North East Somerset will be 
added by the end of 2016.

As ever, the committee has worked 
hard this year on Trust matters including 
organising trips, responding to local planning 
applications, researching and recording parks 
and gardens in the local area and involvement 
with local primary schools and community 
groups. Without their commitment, Avon 
Gardens Trust simply would not function. To 
help spread the load we always welcome new 
members to join the committee, so please 
contact me if you would like to join us. Equally, 
if you feel you could help us as an ‘active 
volunteer’ with any of the activities mentioned 
above, I would love to hear from you.

Ros Delany

Rosemary Verey’s garden at Barnsley House

The website www.kypwest.org.uk will 
continue to expand as more resources are 
added to it including enclosure and tithe 
maps as well as drawings and photographs 
from archive and museum collections. 

This facility is due to a £379,800 award 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund with match- 
funding from local authorities and heritage 
groups across our region.
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The Bath and North East Somerset Carers’ 
Centre in Bath were granted £250 to create 
a large planter for wildflowers, thereby 
increasing the biodiversity of the area. 

An application for £113 for tools from the 
Shire Greens who are a small group of 
volunteers who look after a community 
orchard was also granted. 

An award of £340 
was made to the 
Bristol Green Capital 

initiative ‘Incredible Edible Bristol’ to help with 
demonstrations to volunteers. 

A grant of £830 was awarded to Knowle 
West Health Association to provide an all-
weather path to enable people who are either 
physically disabled or have limited mobility to 
have year round access to the site (see p14).

Our most recent award was a grant of £253 
to Hartcliffe Health and Environmental Action 
Group for a replacement polytunnel. Their 
gardening team work with about 25 people on 
a regular basis, some of whom have returned 
to employment as a consequence. 

For further information see our website  
www.avongardenstrust.org.uk.

Avon Gardens Trust Events
Remembering Rosemary Verey
A light buffet lunch at Clifton Cathedral 
followed by a talk from Margie Hoffnung

Thursday 10 November, 1.30pm

Rosemary Verey came to gardening at the 
relatively late age of forty and within twenty 
years was one of the most celebrated garden 
designers of the late 20th century. Margie 
Hoffnung will examine how Verey managed 
this and who and what influenced the 
development of her particular strand of  
plant-driven garden making. 

Margie has a close, personal insight into the 
working methods of Verey as she spent her 
sandwich year placement when she was 
studying for a horticulture degree at Writtle 
College at Verey’s garden, Barnsley House 
in Gloucestershire. Margie then continued 
working for her on a part-time basis until 

"

If you would like to be kept  
informed by e-mail of news  
and events connected  
with the Trust, please  
tick this box 

Remembering Rosemary Verey
Thursday 10 November, 1.30pm

Booking Form

Your name: 

Address: 

 Postcode 

E-mail: 

Telephone: 

Confirmation of booking will be by email. If post is preferred please enclose a stamped  
self-addressed envelope with your cheque. Send completed form with your cheque to: 
Peter Hills, Little Naish, Naish Hill, Clapton in Gordano, Bristol BS20 7RZ
E-mail: events@avongardenstrust.org.uk Telephone: 01275 858 809  
Please complete the details on the reverse of this form and return it by 9 November

Verey’s death in 2001. At their peak, the 
gardens at Barnsley House received over 
30,000 visitors a year and featured in every 
glossy magazine. Continued overleaf

Community Grants
Since last year’s AGM, the Trust has continued 
its policy of awarding grants to community 
organisations throughout our area.

Tortworth Forest Centre received £250 to 
provide tools to help volunteers clear the 
undergrowth in the area of the Arboretum they 
are trying to restore and conserve.

Future of Parks & 
Gardens UK secured
In mid-September, Parks & Gardens UK 
(P&GUK) with Hestercombe Gardens Trust 
received £97,900 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) to secure the future of the 
P&GUK database and website of historic 
designed landscapes.

The project will facilitate the smooth 
transition of the website and database  
from P&GUK to Hestercombe Gardens  
Trust, which has its own archive and a 
permanent archivist. 

The P&GUK archive has records of over 
9,100 historic designed landscape sites  
and over 2,400 biographies of associated 
people and organisations. 

The Hestercombe archive contains a 
significant collection of documents, 
photographs, plans and manuscripts  
relating not only to Hestercombe itself  
(with its 18th century landscape garden  
and also its Jekyll/ Lutyens gardens) but 
to other parks, gardens and designed 
landscapes in the United Kingdom. 

The combination of the two databases,  
by offering economies of scale and ease of 
access between them, will offer a powerful 
research resource unmatched elsewhere.

www.parksandgardens.org

The AGT is now on Facebook 
thanks to the hard work 
of two of our committee 

members, Peter Hills and Wendy 
Pollard. The Chairman asks members 
to go onto Facebook, search for AGT 
and become our Friend. Over the next 
year, Facebook will be developed further 
along with the use of Twitter. 
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 Number of AGT Members:  @ £10 each subtotal £ 

Names of AGT Members: 

 Number of Guests:  @ £10 each subtotal £ 

Names of Guests: 

If you or any of your party have any special requirements  total £ 
please list them below or on a separate sheet

 I enclose a cheque (payable to ‘Avon Gardens Trust’) for £ 

"

Rosemary Verey also worked at Highgrove 
where she created the Cottage Garden as well 
as a Woodland Garden where the Stumpery 
and a pond are now. Margie can recall 
propagating thousands of thyme plants for the 
Thyme Walk at Highgrove and delivering them. 
When Highgrove started opening the garden to 
the public, it was through Verey that Margie got 
a job there as one of the original five garden 
guides. Margie then progressed to working 
part-time as one of the gardeners there, being 
responsible for the Carpet Garden.

Again thanks to Verey, Margie also had a 
gardening job working for King Hussein of 
Jordan. In addition she would drive Verey to 
some of her gardening commissions. Margie 
recalls how, on one memorable day in 1991, 
they went to Crowthers of Syon Lodge 
who were dealers in high quality, expensive 
architectural pieces where they purchased 
a £250,000 garden sculpture for Elton John 
and then ended the day at King Hussein of 
Jordan’s garden near Ascot.

Members and guests £10, including lunch. 
Please book by Wednesday 9 November 
using the form below.

To be held at the Apostle Room, Clifton 
Cathedral, Clifton Park, Bristol BS8 3BX 
where you will find free parking.

For more information contact Peter Hills: 
events@avongardenstrust.org.uk or 
telephone 01275 858 809. Look out for next 
year’s programme of events at 
www.avongardenstrust.org.uk/events

Little Naish 
Avon Gardens Trust AGM
Saturday 6 August

“The best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men 
Gang aft a-gley, (often go awry)”

These lines from Robert Burns’ poem,  
To a Mouse, best sum up the Trust’s plans 
for our Annual General Meeting to be held 
at Lady Farm on the 6 August. With less 
than 48 hours to go, our visit was cancelled 
due to circumstances beyond our control. 
Fortunately for the Trust, Peter and Anne  
Hills generously offered to host the meeting 
at Little Naish.

Thirty members attended the meeting 
which was held in the open plan kitchen/
dining area with its glorious views across the 
garden. Some of those present raised a few 
pertinent points which the committee will 
discuss further at their next meeting including 

Summer Visits
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whether the amount for the school grant 
should be increased from the current £50 per 
primary school. After the formal part of the 
meeting, as the weather was warm and sunny, 
members were able to take full advantage of 
their surroundings and enjoyed their tea and 
refreshments sitting in the garden. 

For centuries, certainly since the 14th century, 
the walled gardens of Little Naish were there 
to enable fruit and vegetables to be grown 
for the tables of the rest of the Naish Estate, 
free from deer and badger invasions.

The extensive orchards of the 19th century, 
now depleted to about 12 fruit bearing trees, 
provided, on the day of the AGM, some 
shade and a relaxed, convivial atmosphere in 
which to celebrate another successful year 
for Avon Gardens Trust.

A summary of the

Chairman’s Report to the AGM
Ros Delany, the Chairman, welcomed  
those members present and also thanked 
Anne and Peter Hills for hosting the event  
at such short notice.

Starting with the bigger picture the Chairman 
stated one positive outcome of the merger 
between the Association of Gardens Trusts 
and the Garden History Society was that The 
Gardens Trust (TGT) had been increasingly 
working with the county gardens trusts on 
conservation and planning matters. Avon 
Gardens Trust has been at the forefront of 
responding to local planning applications 
through its Planning Sub Committee which 
continues to be regarded as the ideal model 
by those at TGT. 

In September last year, the AGT had been 
the first county garden trust to organise a 
study day on behalf of the newly created 
TGT. This had been at Kings Weston to 
celebrate the Tercentenary of the birth of 
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. 

Members were informed that some AGT 
members were actively researching specific 
gardens in North Somerset which are of 
local importance. Sites being looked at 
include Belmont House, Abbots Leigh House 
and Campfield. It is hoped the numbers 
involved in this group will increase following a 
workshop organised by TGT when delegates 
will be introduced to those conservation 
issues facing historic parks and gardens, and 
ways will be offered in which sites can be 
protected through research.

The AGT continues to work closely with 
organisations in Avon including local 
authorities, community and conservation 
groups including the Woodland Trust. The 
working partnership with the Woodland Trust 
has led to the AGT logo being placed on a 
new interpretation board at the entrance to 
Bishop’s Knoll Wood.

The Chairman explained why she thought 
fewer organisations were approaching 
the AGT for grants towards an ongoing 
restoration project. She felt many 
organisations now approach the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for funding for the complete 
project as had been the case with Clifton Hill 
House, owned by Bristol University. The role 
of the AGT became one of writing a letter of 
endorsement supporting the application. The 
University has now applied for similar funding 
for the restoration of the rotunda in the 
garden at Goldney. Again, the Trust has been 
asked to write a letter of support. 

This year, the AGT has awarded grants of 
£50 each to two primary schools, namely  
St Andrew’s School in Congresbury and 
Ashton Gate School in Bristol. 

On the publications front, over 60 copies of 
the AGT’s Journal 8 which featured an article 
on Warmley had been sold at the Kingswood 
Heritage Museum with a further 40 ordered. 
In collaboration with Dianne Long, the author 
of the article, there are plans to update this 
article and publish it as a booklet.

On the conservation / planning front, 
the Trust had responded to 29 planning 
applications in the last year which range 
from Grade I Kings Weston House, Grade II* 
Hinton House and Grade II Leigh Court. Also 
included were ten consultations from across 
the four local authorities that may affect listed 
buildings or registered parks and gardens. 

The Avon Gardens Trust had a successful 
2015 programme of events with good 
attendance at the five venues. So far this 
year there have been visits to Tormarton 
Court and a guided walk around the Sylvia 
Crowe landscape of the Bristol Cumberland 
Basin area – with special thanks to Wendy 
Tippett for organising and leading that walk.

Finally, the Chairman thanked her fellow 
committee members for their work during  
the last year.

“A Day of Surprises”
Visit to Hauser Wirth and Pen Mill Farm

Wednesday 7 September

This phrase best sums up the latest visit 
of the Trust to the Hauser Wirth Gallery 
with its Piet Oudolf Field and to Pen Mill 
Farm. Following our successful coach trip 
northwards last year to Hellens and The 
Laskett, this time the coach headed south 
towards Bruton on the Somerset /  
Dorset borders.

The first surprise for many was the fact that 
the internationally acclaimed art giant of 
Hauser Wirth was in a former farmyard on 
the outskirts of Bruton; their other galleries 
are in London, New York, Los Angeles and 
Zurich. Our knowledgeable guide, Lesley, 
explained to us that the Hauser Wirth family 
were Swiss nationals who had a deep love 
of the quintessential English countryside with 
its green rolling landscape, cows in fields and 
cricket pitches. They bought a family home 
near Bruton which led them to deciding to 
purchase the derelict Durslade Farm and turn 
the complex into a centre for the fine arts.

Photos by Ros Delany
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The second surprise was that in the  
grounds, instead of a traditional ‘English’ 
garden of herbaceous borders and climbing 
roses, one is confronted with a stunning 
array of grasses and perennials. This is 
because the grounds have been designed 
by Piet Oudolf, the leading figure of the ‘New 
Perennial’ movement. His use of bold drifts 
of herbaceous perennials and grasses are 
chosen as much for their structure as for 
their colour and form. Several members  
of our group were surprised at how 
interesting such a garden could be with  
its dead flower heads and apparent 
mismatch of colour schemes.

Perhaps the greatest surprise of our visit  
to Durslade Farm was the walk through the 
five galleries devoted to the Martin Creed 
Exhibition. Our initial impressions were that 
we would all just walk rather quickly through 
the rooms as the catalogues informed us that 
Creed’s ‘all-encompassing approach  

blurs the distinction between art and life,  
the introspective and the extrovert’ but 
without exception the Trust members  
founds themselves stopping and  
discussing Creed’s exhibits.

Our next and final destination was Pen 
Mill Farm, the home of Sarah and Peter 
Fitzgerald. A most welcome ploughman’s 
lunch was enjoyed by all whilst sitting  

outside enjoying the gardens which 
contained many mature and unusual  
acid-loving plants. Here the surprises  
were not the four large herbaceous borders 
full of rudbeckia, heleninium, dahlias and 
salvias but the Moorish style gazebo. The 
structure was unexpected and appeared 
almost incongruous in its setting alongside 
a series of ponds with fields as a backdrop. 
The walls of the interior were covered in 
shells reminiscent of the grottoes of the  
18th century. 

The bucolic setting of Pen Mill Farm set in 
a sheltered valley with the early reaches of 
the river Stour flowing through the grounds 
is enhanced by a flock of rare breeds sheep, 
Castlemilk Moorits (moorit is Scottish for 
brown sheep). The breed was started at the 
beginning of the 21st century at Castlemilk in 
Scotland as park sheep and when the family 
sold the flock, Adam Henson of Countryfile 
saved six of them and the flock has since 
been rebuilt. Peter and Sarah got their first 
ewes when there were only 98 breeding 

ewes but subsequently there are now about 
250 of them throughout the country. 

Then it was inevitably time to get back  
on board our coach and head back after 
what had been an enjoyable and very 
different outing. 

Ros Delany

10 11



On a rainy afternoon in late June, Anne Hills 
and I visited St Andrew’s Primary School in 
Congresbury to see how the school was 
planning to spend the £50 grant that had 
been awarded to them by Avon Gardens 
Trust. This village school was created in 2009 
with the amalgamation of the Glebe Infants 
School and St Andrew’s Junior School and 
now numbers over 250 pupils. 

We were met by Rosie Edwards, a teacher 
for Years 3 and 4 who explained their 
intended project was to create a wildlife 
area, a garden with vegetables and flowers 
as well as a quiet area. These areas were 

all being made from scratch by the pupils 
from Years 3, 4 and 5. Needless to say the 
pupils have needed little encouragement 
from their teachers as they have enjoyed the 
‘hands on’ approach and have already cut 
back brambles, built a path and constructed 
several bug hotels. This was mainly due to a 
very successful Dig Day earlier in the month 
when every pupil had made a £1 donation 
and had come to school in outdoor clothes 
ready to work outside for the day. 

The pond area is no longer overgrown and 
neglected. Instead it has been cleared; a 
safety fence has been erected although there 

bulbs planted in colourful wellies which hang 
on a fence as well as four apple trees which 
already are bearing fruit. Highly scented plants 
will be planted here and plans are afoot to buy 
or ask parents for donations for this area. 

are plans for a Perspex fence to replace it. 
There are also plans for an L-shaped dipping 
platform and a sandy area to help the wildlife 
enter and exit the pond. Tadpoles and newts 
have already been found in the pond. A 
nearby woodpile provides a haven for insects. 
Several marginal water plants have been 
provided by parents.

Adjacent is an area that will be the ‘Thought 
Garden’. The intention is for this to be a quiet 
area where children can come during play 
time, if they so wish. Already there have been 

Across the school playing field is another area 
that has been cleared and is now the main 
garden. The original garden area here was 
much neglected and completely overgrown 
with brambles, self-seeded ash and horse 
chestnut saplings. Thanks to the pupils, the 
area now boasts newly laid wood bark paths 
and a newly planted hedge of hawthorn and 

As for the ‘Forest School Area’, because of 
the diverse and muddy nature of the activities 
that take place within, there is a large open 
plan room inside school which has been set 
aside to store outdoor coats, gardening tools, 
kneelers, buckets, tarpaulins etc.; everything 
which is needed by the pupils and staff when 
working in the Forest Area and within the 
other gardens.

beech which separates this area from the 
playing fields. A compost area, bat boxes 
and a bug hotel all encourage the children to 
respect their natural environment. Thanks to 
Avon Gardens Trust, wildflower beds can now 
be created and a naturally boggy area can be 
planted with specialist plants, all of which we 
hope to see on our next visit.

Ros Delany
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Lenses on a Landscape Genius
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown (1716-1783)
until 27 October

An Exciting Contemporary Photography 
Exhibition marking the tercentenary 
of the originator of modern landscape 
thought. Over 100 photographic and video 
responses to his works and world-famous 
legacy by leading landscape and garden 
photographers, showing the breadth and 
scale of his artistry.

The Building Centre, Store Street,  
London, WC1E 7BT

www.buildingcentre.co.uk

When I visited Knowle West Health 
Association I came to understand the 
wide variety of services, activities and 
projects they run to promote, protect and 
preserve good health and wellbeing in 
the community. Among these is the Let’s 
Grow Community Allotment site in Andover 
Road, Knowle West. This community space 
occupies a beautiful 1.3 acre allotment 
plot with stunning views over Bristol and is 
managed by a small team with help from 
volunteers. The Association has been a 
valued part of the community for over thirty 
years where their help is appreciated and 
trusted. (By the way it is a great place to 
watch the Balloon Fiesta ascents each year 
when they hold a big party.)

Their services include a community kitchen, 
a friendship club for the over 40s, a foot 
care service for the over 65s, a counselling 
service and a charity challenge course 
for small teams of up to eight 14-16 year 
olds in preparation for completion of a 
sponsored Physical Charitable Challenge. 
They host visits from schools and dementia 
groups among others as well. All these 
groups enjoy their visits to the Let’s Grow 
site but of course among these groups 
are people with mobility problems. Until 
now the sloping site was difficult for wheel 
chair users. For much of the year the grass 

would be too slippery anyway and certainly 
after wet weather impassible for them. 
Those with mobility problems were confined 
to the tarmac area, in other words, the car 
park. 

The Let’s Grow community allotment site 
has a twofold aim of producing high quality 
local fruit and vegetables for the community 
kitchen and perhaps more importantly, 
doing all they can to help local people 
learn to grow and cook their own food in a 
welcoming and supportive environment.

They applied to the Avon Gardens Trust for 
funds to purchase grass protection matting 
to form a year round firm surface running 
through the garden to allow wheel chair 
users to visit and join in with the raised 
beds, the orchard, meet the hens and join 
in social activities around the barbecue 
area. We were happy to help them and on 
Saturday 2 July there was a great coming-
together of volunteers for the preparation 
and laying down of the matting. The local 
police are supporters of the Association 
and a team of four came over for the day to 
help get the job done.

I visited in August with the matting well 
established on the main routes and they 
were planning to extend it further.

Visitors, whatever their mobility, can say 
‘Now we can visit all of the garden.’

Wendy Pollard

www.knowlewest.co.uk

Now we can visit 
all of the Garden...

Tamsin McMillan has 
very recently been 
appointed Assistant 
Historic Landscape 
Project Officer (HLPO) 
with The Gardens 
Trust.  Along with 

Linden Groves, her role will be to help county 
garden trusts (CGT) increase their pro-active 
contribution to the conservation of historic 
parks and gardens through training and 
networking.

Tamsin says “I’m absolutely delighted to take 
on this new role as it fits perfectly with my 
background in working with historic designed 
landscapes; my real love of gardens; and my 
great admiration for the CGTs”. 

According to Tamsin, her fascination with 
historic gardens began during her MA in 
Landscape Archaeology at Bristol University. 
It was during research for her PhD in garden 
archaeology, which examined the changing 
uses of trees in West Country Grand Manner 
and transitional gardens, 1660-1730, she 
began to understand some of the issues 

affecting the survival and conservation of 
historic landscapes. Her first job was working 
as Register Upgrade Inspector for what was 
then English Heritage, upgrading the Register 
of Parks and Gardens of Exceptional Historic 
Interest for 22 sites in Gloucestershire. 

This was followed by a move to 
Nottinghamshire where she spent five 
years as a Historic Landscape Adviser at 
Hilary Taylor Landscape Associates Ltd. 
Projects included producing Conservation 
Management Plans and Parkland Plans, 
undertaking public consultation and 
audience development. 

Tamsin follows in the able footsteps of 
Caroline Ikin who has left the HLP to 
research a PhD.  This has enabled a few 
changes to be made at the HLP and Linden 
Groves will now be supporting and advising 
all CGTs, developing their links with each 
other and other organisations and increasing 
training opportunities. The role of Tamsin will 
be that of responsibility for the online support 
for CGTs, such as the Resource Hub, email 
discussion group and social media.

Introducing Tamsin McMillan 
Assistant Historic Landscape Project Officer
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Protecting Historic Parks and 
Gardens: ‘It’s a Piece of Cake’
20 October 2016, 10am-5pm
Westonbirt House (Westonbirt School),  
Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8QG

Despite their popularity, the historic parks and 
gardens that we love are easily lost. That they 
survive is testimony to decades of effort by 
professionals and dedicated amateurs, including 
members of the county gardens trusts. This fun 
day will look at the threats facing our historic 
parks and gardens, tour the beautifully preserved 
gardens at Westonbirt, and examine ways in which 
these precious heritage assets are being protected. 
This training day is free of charge, including lunch, 
a garden tour and, of course, cake!

Historic Landscapes Assembly
24 November 2016, 10am-5pm
The Gallery, 70 Cowcross Street,  
London EC1M 6EJ

An opportunity for all those with a stake in historic 
designed landscapes and their conservation to 
meet and discuss current issues. Speakers will 
include representatives from The Gardens Trust, 
Historic England, Parks and Gardens UK, the 
Capability Brown Festival, and we will also be 
treated to case studies from County Gardens 
Trusts. We will also be celebrating the Gardens 
Trust’s long- anticipated leaflet ‘The Planning 
System and the Protection of Historic Parks and 
Gardens’! This is a free event, with a suggested 
donation of £5 towards lunchtime catering. 

‘Running a Research & 
Recording Project’ workshop
23 January 2017, 10am-4pm
The Birmingham and Midland Institute,  
Margaret Street, Birmingham B3 3BS

This will be of interest to those CGTs thinking  
about putting together a Research & Recording 
project. An opportunity to hear from experienced 
Trusts. Topics will include working with Historic 
Environment Records, Significance, researcher 
training opportunities, funding streams, recruiting 
volunteers, and using the project to achieve a fresh 
momentum for your Trust. This full-day workshop  
is free of charge, with lunch provided.

‘Knowledge is Power: using 
research to conserve historic 
parks and gardens’
28 February 2017, 10am-4pm
Hodsock Priory, Blyth, Worksop,  
Nottinghamshire S81 0TY

CGTs are a unique repository of information on 
local historic parks and gardens, thanks to their 
invaluable research and recording work. The day 
will look at ways in which such research is at the 
very heart of the conservation effort to protect 
historic parks & gardens. Speakers will include 
representatives from Historic England, the Historic  
Environment Records, and local authorities. A free  
day, lunch and a snowdrop garden tour provided. 
(Priority booking for those in the East and Midlands, 
but expressions of interest welcome from all!) 

Historic Landscape Project  
programme of events

The Gardens Trust is a Registered Charity No: 1053446 and a Company Limited by Guarantee, Registered in England and Wales No: 3163187

For more information email hlpo@thegardenstrust.org  
or keep an eye on www.thegardenstrust.org

County Gardens Trust Meet-Ups
2 December 2016, 10.30-4pm

Kings Manor, University of York,  
Exhibition Square, York YO1 7EP

16 January 2017, 10.30-4pm
Swindon Dance, Regents Circus,  

Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 1QF

16 March 2017, 10.30-4pm
The Gallery, 70 Cowcross Street,  

London EC1M 6EJ
An opportunity for county gardens trusts members to meet each and discuss ideas, skills and questions.  

The Agenda will allow for discussions on CGT experiences of Conservation, Education and  
Research & Recording. Free events with a suggested donation of £5 towards lunchtime catering.
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