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Message From The Chairman
. . . Four weeks or so on and everything has changed . . .
When I met with fellow committee members in February we were all so full of optimism discussing plans
and projects for the Trust for the coming year. Four weeks or so on and everything has changed as we all
get used to the new words entering our vocabulary such as social distancing, self-isolation and
coronavirus.
The new way of living, certainly for most of 2020, is one of little social contact and this has meant for
many of us we shall be concentrating on catching up with all those much needed jobs in the house and
garden. This could be true about those bits of research you have done either as part of a course or for your
own enjoyment on a park, garden or historic designed landscape in our area. Now is the perfect time to
revisit it, tidy it up and send it to me at chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk either to add to our database
of sites or for inclusion in our next Journal. One of our articles gives information about how to access free
information online.
These are worrying and difficult times for all of us and on behalf of my fellow committee members we
wish you all well. Hopefully, this newsletter may temporarily distract you from events happening outside
our front doors.
Ros Delany

On Line Research Materi al
There are so many free resources available online if
you know where to look for them. Besides archives of
various kinds, here are a few that are invaluable:
Sources for historic maps are ArchiMaps https://
www.archiuk.com/archi/archi_maps.htm
and the National Library of Scotland https://
maps.nls.uk/os/. There are also numerous secondary
sources online about the history of a site or feature and
there is always that standby of Google Air or Bing
Mapping - and indeed for larger features even Lidar.
You might even like to browse the Archaeology Data
Service’s ‘grey literature’ library (unpublished site
reports) at https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
archives/view/greylit/.
If you are at a stage when you have already done a lot
of site visiting and actually know your landscapes and
their present condition really well, you can to get down
to writing up history and descriptions to take your mind
off other things going on.
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Flash, Bang, Wallop, What a Picture!
So, you have sorted out the house plants, painted the spare room, read a long-anticipated book and deleted your
old emails. It is pouring with rain and blowing a gale. You are bored to tears.
Avon Gardens Trust are offering you something worthwhile to do. Over the last couple of years most of you will
have visited interesting, colourful, inspiring gardens. Many of you will have taken photographs on phone or
camera. Often you will not have looked at them again. Now is the opportunity to re-visit them, clear out the
worst and pull out the best. It is the best that we are looking for. We want you to enter our first Photographic
Competition.
Following the change of logo, we are re-printing our membership leaflet. This is often the first thing that
potential members see of us. We need a lead photo and others to put in the content. Spontaneous and unexpected
snaps by members, who may not think of themselves as photographers, are often close to our focus. This
competition may produce the one for us.
We are offering a £20 book token for the picture that our judges consider to best express the essence of a great
garden. It should have been taken in Avon since January 2018. It should be in .jpg or .jpeg format (virtually all
phone cameras) and should not have been digitally manipulated. The competition closes on 30 June 2020 with
the winner being announced two weeks later. The rules are on the AGT website but a hard copy can be sent if you
request it from the Membership Secretary by voice or text on 07789 620802.
We are looking forward to seeing your best efforts.

Before sending us your entries, please click here to read the Conditions of Entry to the Competition

An Update on William Champion’s Garden in Warmley
The Friends of William Champion’s Garden has now been formed.
This neglected but special garden in South Gloucestershire is designated
Grade II in the Historic England Parks and Gardens register and the former
house belonging to the Georgian industrialist William Champion is listed
Grade II*. The various garden features are all individually listed Grade II and
Champion’s adjacent brass mill and clock tower are both Grade II and the site
designated an Ancient Monument. The brass mill is now Kingswood
Heritage Museum, Champion’s house is now a residential home whilst the
gardens and the clock tower were once part of Champion’s pin factory. They
are all within their own Conservation Area which is currently on the
‘Conservation Areas at Risk’ register.

Part of former gardens looking
towards the static caravan park

The garden is a remarkable survivor in an area which has seen substantial
post-war housing and commercial development, including intrusive road
schemes, which have isolated this site from historic neighbouring
communities such as Willsbridge, Oldland Common, Cadbury Heath and
Longwell Green. Much of the surrounding industrial archaeology was
destroyed or built over, including the rank of workers housing built by
Champion in the 1740s, leaving the brass mill to form part of the Kingswood
Heritage Museum, as well as the garden. Whilst the Museum and South
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Gloucestershire Council have been able to carry out maintenance to
a degree over the years, it is now clear that a dedicated team of
volunteers is needed who can concentrate on restoring the garden
and its historic features and opening it up to the public by
improving accessibility. Hence, The Friends of William Champion’s
Garden has now been formed.
The garden is a well kept secret, with few visible signs of any
access to it or of whether it is, in fact, a public space at all. This
unique C18 industrialist’s garden has been compromised over the
years, losing key elements for various reasons: the elm walk was
lost to the ravages of Dutch elm disease in the 1980s, the southern
half of the former 13 acre (5ha) lake with a 26 feet (8m) high statue
of Neptune in its centre has been developed as a static caravan park.
Beyond this landlocked statue to the north is a wilderness of trees
on the overgrown former council nursery site, partially bounded by
Siston Brook and Champion’s eye-catcher summerhouse made of
slag blocks (now a private residence) straddles this brook. A further
area of lake beside the rare ‘snail’ viewing mound is now an
extension of the static caravan park. A Conservation Management
Plan of 2007 highlighted how unique and remarkable the garden
was and made numerous recommendations for its restoration and
use by the public. Sadly, government cuts to council spending over
the ensuing years have meant little has been acted upon.
William Champion’s summer

The showpiece of the garden is Champion’s unique grotto, contemporary
house straddling Siston Brook
with Thomas Goldney’s grotto in Clifton, and clearly designed to create awe
and wonder in his C18 visitors. A central pool beneath a circular opening is
surrounded by grotesque, gaping faces opening into various tunnels whilst a cascade tumbles into a smaller pool. A
third rectangular pool looks very like wheel housing, intensifying the idea that this is a unique industrial garden
feature, probably built on an earlier mill site. Detritus from Champion’s brass making industry has clearly been used
throughout to create the grotto and garden features, and its durability has probably helped preserve them. They are
all, however, in need of significant conservation and restoration. A survey of the grotto was carried out in August
2019 and highlighted the need for a condition survey of both the grotto and the associated garden structures to
identify a plan for their conservation.
The restoration of the garden and its features and its opening up to the local community goes hand in hand as it is a
very special garden for people to enjoy, as
well as to get involved in its revitalisation.
In the last few decades, historic gardens
and other green spaces have been created
or re-opened all over the country for
people to enjoy; either to walk in,
volunteer in or carry out leisure activities
such as restoring an unused garden feature,
creating a wildflower meadow or
woodland, or creating a sculpture park,
play area or nature trail. William
Champion’s garden has the potential to be
such a community garden.
Part of former lake
For more information about the garden or becoming a Friend, please contact Kay Ross kay@mclross.co.uk or
phone her on 0789 0267 845
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Are you able to help with any of these Research Projects?
K i p in Gloucestershire
One initiative we are hoping can continue is a joint enterprise with Gloucestershire Gardens and
Landscape Trust (GGLT) to celebrate the Johannes Kip garden heritage of the historic county of
Gloucestershire. Unusually, Kip made these initial drawings, as well as engraving the copper plates,
without any involvement by Leonard Kynff. These engravings are featured in Sir Robert Atkyns book
Ancient and Present State of Glostershire , published in 1712, and is notable for including no less than 60
double-page illustrations of the county’s ‘seats’ or country houses, gardens and grounds by Kip. Sixteen of
these landscapes are now part of South Gloucestershire and these are the ones we would like to look at in
greater detail as part of our research
programme.
The Atkyns book has been the basis of
any study of the Kip engravings, and is
invaluable as it enables them to be seen at
the size that they were intended to be
viewed, making many small details clear.
The engravings are in great detail and
show water features, trees, deer, sheep,
cows, wagons, coaches and carts, packhorses, riders and people.
The AGT would like to give due attention
to the 16 engravings in our area. The list
includes well known estates such as
Dyrham Park and Kings Weston to lesser
known, virtually vanished sites such as
Knole and the ‘old’ Tortworth Court that
featured in our Journal of last year.
The sites we would like to look, at are Wyck, Knole, Over, Alveston, Dyrham, Henbury (2 sites),
Kingsweston, Hull, Cleeve Hill, Nibley, Syston, Stoke Bishop, Stoke Gifford, Sneed Park and Tortworth.
Although we would welcome comprehensive research into any of the sites, we are looking for descriptions
of c.200 words for each site that could be included in a gazetteer. To give you an idea of what we would
like please look here at one of the sites in Gloucestershire that has already been looked at and written up.
GGLT have already paid for these Kip engravings held at Glos. Archives to be scanned and the Archive
team there are fully supportive of the project. Scanned copies of any of the Kip images are available to
anyone who would like to help us.
It is believed Kip died in 1721 as there is evidence that a ‘John Kipp’ was buried in St Margaret’s Church,
Westminster in August of that year. What better way to celebrate the extraordinary eye for detail
possessed by Johannes Kip and the fact this has helped garden historians so much over the years than to
acknowledge the tercentenary of his death by compiling a gazetteer of Kip sites in our area.
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Alvilde Lees-Milne (1909-1994)
The Trust has documents that include scanned
photographs taken in 1985 of Alvilde’s Lees-Milne’s
garden at Essex House, Badminton. There is also a
plant list, a garden plan and references and statements
from those who worked with or knew her.
Alvilde Lees-Milne was a colourful character who
lived in France for 10 years returning to
Gloucestershire in 1961 and moving to Essex House in
1975. Her gardens had a French flavour, building on
the outdoor-room style created by Lawrence Johnston
at Hidcote and developed by Vita Sackville-West at
Sissinghurst. Alvilde adored the formal layout filled
with informal planting at Sissinghurst; its famous
owner was a close friend and Alvilde used to say that
her passion for gardening was entirely thanks to Vita's
influence. Vita certainly gave her advice on what to
plant. A letter survives with suggestions for a northfacing flower-bed: 'Peonies would not mind.
Hydrangeas? The lace cap sort . . . Lily of the valley,
Polyanthus, Trilliums.'
Alvilde’s preferred layout comprised neat hedges of
box with cones, balls and spirals, framed and accented
her collections of plants in a way that had nothing in
common with Sissinghurst. Vita's
desire for flowers to arrange
themselves 'neither by hap nor hazard'
was not Alvilde's style. The recent
fashion for topiary and box may well
have been Alvilde Lees Milne’s
legacy.
It is perhaps for her own last garden at
Badminton that she deserves to be best
remembered and imitated. Less than
half an acre in size, on an awkward
and cold site, it is a model of
restrained variations on her particular
theme.
If you would like to research Alvilde
Lees-Milne or indeed any other
gardeners of the last century such as
Harold Peto, please let me know on chairman@avongardensturst.org.uk. In the case of Alvilde, I can
arrange for you to receive copies of all the documents we have for her.
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Personal Research
There may well be other landscapes that you have been researching or would like to research, so again please
do get in touch on chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk
This research can be stored on the new Avon Gardens Trust online database which is in preparation. This will
enable researchers not only to view all the information that was on the original Gazetteer for Avon, but also
to search for particular garden features or areas. It will also be possible to add new sites and information, and
it is hoped will form a valuable up to date resource for members, owners and researchers alike.

Weston-super-Mare
Bringing Magic back to Weston’s Parks
As Avon Gardens Trust develops our online register of historic gardens, we need photographs. We have
many but there are gaps. February may not be the best time for photographs, but as town parks are open all
year and as Weston-super-Mare is full of interesting parks, I headed there with a camera, a companion and
the 1998 AGT book Historic Public Parks in WSM1.
This article is not intended to be a history of municipal parks. What I want to cover is the current state of
the town’s parks. In his book introduction, Travis Elborough2 gives us a quote, ‘It always feels like Sunday
in a park’ and comments, ‘the park for many of us, is infused with childhood memories of lazy sun-dappled
afternoons, of swings and roundabouts, the aroma of freshly mowed grass and the cloying sent of brightly
coloured geraniums.’ That chimes with my memories from the late 1950s in the industrial North East.
I was not optimistic. The post-war planning atrocities around housing and roads have been followed by
chronic underfunding (and removal) of council parks departments. The wonderful carpet bedding and
succession planting from council nurseries have been swept away. General neglect, graffiti, fly tipping and
rough sleeping have all taken their toll.
AGT records ten notable park spaces in Weston. By observation, they fall into four groups. The first are the
three public parks that have volunteer Friends groups:
•Prince Consort Gardens is high on the cliff overlooking the Severn Estuary. It was landscaped
in 1862. It is in generally good condition with a plant-surrounded pond/fountain and planted
walks with pavilions along the cliffside.

The pond at Prince Consort Gardens
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•Grove Park was leased to the local council
in 1891 for public use and remodelled to
include a war memorial in 1922. Three
years of hard work by the Friends group
have re-created a ‘proper’ park. The
Council have also gloriously refurbished
the bandstand.
•The Shrubberies (previously gardens of
Villa Rosa) is a curiously shaped hill space.
Surrounded by pleasant housing including
a two-storey Summer House (now a private
residence).

They show what can be done with
enthusiastic volunteer support beyond the
means of the local council. The other two
municipal parks, the town’s largest, do
not have this input.

Two views of Grove Park

Clarence Park was gifted to the town in
1882. It is in two parts split by a road. The
eastern end is a cricket ground which until
1996 held County matches with a crowd
capacity of 6,000. It continues to be used
by Weston Cricket Club and is surrounded
by mature trees. The western end is now
dominated by three bowling greens and
still has a round pond and some shrub
planting, but it no longer has the colourful
decorative flower beds shown on old
photographs. Tarmac paths between mature trees mean it is well used for dog
walking and pram pushing but there is no sparkle.

This is also true of Ashcombe Park. Pictures show large crowds at the vast toy yachting pond probably on a
summer Sunday afternoon. The pond was demolished as unsound in 1992. The main 13-acre park, opened in
1902, was described in 1923 as the finest pleasure park in the county.
Three of the other gardens are in a worse state and not recognisable as parks.
•Alexandra Parade is now little more than a traffic island on the main road into Weston. There is no sign of
the floral clock and basket that exemplified the town’s pride.
•The Winter Gardens is now a paved paradise with isolated rather scrappy remains of beds and water
features.
•The Beach Lawns lost their long miniature railway and crazy golf when the operator retired in 2014 (you
can still ride the railway on You Tube). What was once a pleasant colourful space all the way along the
Southern promenade has long been lost.
The remaining two gardens Wilton Gardens and Landeman Circus are private, communally owned, spaces in
road islands; locked and for residents use only. They have lost their railings and are surrounded by
impenetrable hedges. They look unused and give a poor visual image.
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What can AGT do to help and encourage regeneration of Weston’s (and Avon’s) parks? The starting point
must be with the existing Friends groups. Regular structured contact, encouragement, support, possibly
financial, and networking on planning etc.
To help develop Friends groups in other municipal parks, there is an obvious problem. These groups
almost always start with one individual often coming from an unlikely direction. Our best approach is
probably to maintain contact with the appropriate local authority officer and, in Weston’s case, the Civic
Society so that when someone shows an interest in starting a group, we can be there to help.
My local GP practice is creating a community garden that can be used for ‘social prescription’. They say
that ‘time spent outdoors in green spaces can have significant health benefits’. Most of us agree but the
challenge is to channel an increase in this quality time into renovating our parks!
Peter Shannon

Relevant Further Reading
1. Historic Public Parks – Weston-super-Mare by David Lambert, Avon Gardens Trust, 1998
2. A Walk in the Park – The Life and Times of a People’s Institution by Travis Elborough, 2016

Friends of Grove Park
Three years ago, local resident Johnny Boxshall, saw a notice on the gates of Grove Park for a public meeting about
anti-social behaviour in the area. Whilst he listened to councillors, police and the public discussing this, he formed
an idea that just tidying the place up could instil a sense of pride and responsibility that would overcome many of
the problems.
He founded the Friends of Grove Park and persuaded the council to give him a reasonably free brief for the garden,
a few tools and a run-down shed to work from. With much goodwill from similar local groups and a small band of
helpers, he set to work.
He describes many of the features then as ‘jungle’ but you would not know it
three years later. Grove Park, today, has the feel of a well-kept municipal park
of the 1950/60s. It has colourful plant beds, an attractive fountain and a
grotto/rockery delightfully planted.
The owners, North Somerset Council still maintain the infrastructure and the
less planted upper part of the park. Johnny’s team of five regular volunteers,
with all sorts of occasional support, get stuck into the decorative bits. They
are largely unfunded and rely on regenerating new plants from old. They also
have a strong recycling policy sorting rubbish from the park’s bins and
feeding them back into the system.
Their aim is to maintain the Park as a strong community asset. In the short term, adding a children’s garden in the
upper park and a large bug hotel are possible projects. More distant ideas are to tie the upper and lower parts of the
park together with terracing and improved steps/slope management.
The Friends have a strong relationship with Avon Wildlife Trust and Weston Civic Society. They are also part of an
initiative by North Somerset Council to include parks for the first time in Weston’s forthcoming Heritage Open Days
currently planned for 11 to 20 September 2020.
Johnny is always looking for more volunteers to do what gardeners do in a pleasant, friendly environment.
friendsofgrovepark@gmail.com Johnny Boxshall 07973 676767
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Conservation Projects at If ord Manor

For most people, the gardens at Iford Manor are associated with Harold Peto who created its beautiful
gardens which are designated Grade 1 on the
National Register of Historic Parks and Gardens.
The gardens were designed during the early part
of the C20 by Peto who lived at Iford from 1899
until his death in 1933. Peto’s love of the Italian
style flourishes at Iford where structural elements
of statuary, evergreens and pools are more
dominant features than any planting schemes.
Fifty-five years ago the Cartwright-Hignett
family purchased the property and set about
restoring the gardens as well as creating the
Japanese Garden. The current owners, William
and Marianne Cartwright-Hignett, are now
planning to replant and expand the garden further
by restoring the Georgian pleasure grounds.
Around 1730 the manor house had been altered and improved and given its classical south-west front. In
1777, John Gaisford purchased the estate and he, and later his son Thomas, developed the estate further,
creating pleasure grounds including an octagonal gazebo and a small park with woodland walks.
Because of the proposed restoration of these Georgian pleasure grounds, the owners got in touch with
Avon Gardens Trust. They are embarking on a number of projects to highlight the Georgian gardens
including refreshing old plantings that are dying or overgrown and restoring areas not currently part of the
visitor experience. There are proposed works to save the Grade II* cloister and Grade II Georgian
summer-house from collapse following major subsidence. This spring, there had been plans to replant
numerous cypress trees throughout the garden which have been a feature since Georgian times and not just
from Peto’s later Edwardian garden as many presume. Next year there are plans to extend the existing
beech hanger in the parkland above the main garden and to reinstate the old Georgian woodland walks
which will greatly extend the garden visit as well as focus on the garden’s earlier, pre-Peto, development
when it was renowned for its fine views and terraces.
The owners are investing significantly in the garden and in interpretation material. They have approached
the Trust to determine the extent we can work together and there had been a visit scheduled for April for
the committee to see for themselves the proposed plans. Hopefully, we shall be able to visit in the autumn.

Due to the current situation we have had to cancel our planned garden visits for 2020, but are hoping to
be able to go ahead with our AGM and illustrated talk in October.
Please contact Peter Hills at events@avongardenstrust.org.uk or phone 01275 858 809 for further
information or if you have suggestions for AGT events.
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Vi sit to The Newt

This event had to be cancelled but the Trust are hoping
to reschedule our visit for next year.
The Newt is a stunning recreation of Hadspen House,
gardens and estate, the family seat of the Hobhouse
family for two centuries. In the 1960s, Penelope
Hobhouse transformed the walled parabola vegetable
garden, planting within and around it a C20 Arts and
Crafts garden. This historic estate has recently been
bought by Koos Bekker who has completely transformed
the grounds.
Anne Hills was lucky enough to visit these gardens in
November last year and these are some of the
photographs she took.
One of the cascades inside the Parabola

The end of an enormous greenhouse
at The Newt containing evolving
displays of exotica introduced by
Victorian plant hunters

Grand Toad at the bottom of the rill.
Look out for the resident newts.

Cottage Garden - Gertrude Jekyll inspired
drifts of colour in the summer months
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