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Dear Member, 

It’s amazing how a bit of sunshine 
can lift our spirits and so help us get 
through these final months of Covid 
restrictions. With the possible end in 
sight and the gradual return to 
‘normality’ we have planned four 
garden visits this year which we 
hope will be able to go ahead and at 
which we shall finally meet up with 
many of you after all this time. 

Until that time when we can all travel 
further afield, I hope our March News 
will help to transport you to places 
other than your immediate environs. 

Ros Delany 

 

Humphry Repton and His Family: Correspondence 1805-1816  
edited by Heather Falvey 

 

Over 200 letters, written between 1805 and 1816, shed light on Humphry 
Repton’s private thoughts. They were written towards the end of his life, which 
although successful in terms of renown, had been rather less successful 

financially. The letters disclose much about how his business was conducted. 
Other letters, or postscripts, from all of his immediate family reveal close-knit 

relatives concerned about each other’s well-being and gossiping about friends 
and acquaintances in Norfolk and Essex, such that they disclose much about 
local society in and around Aylsham and Hare Street. 

For more information or to purchase a copy please visit the Norfolk Record 
Society website at: https://norfolkrecordsociety.org.uk/publications/2020-vol-

lxxxiv/  

All members of county gardens trusts will receive a 10% discount by using the 
coupon code (GARDENTRUST10). This offer is valid until 31 May 2021. 

 

https://norfolkrecordsociety.org.uk/publications/2020-vol-lxxxiv/
https://norfolkrecordsociety.org.uk/publications/2020-vol-lxxxiv/
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Edward Jenner’s Garden, Berkeley 

In all the discussion of the heroic exploits of our vaccine developers, it can be forgotten how much is owed to a 
local C19 doctor. Edward Jenner was a vicar’s son, born in 1749 in Berkeley, Gloucestershire. At the age of 14 he 
was apprenticed to a local surgeon and later moved to London to continue his studies. He returned to Berkeley in 
1772 and set himself up as a doctor with strong apothecary links based on a fascination with horticulture. 

Smallpox was widespread and incurable. Jenner realised that milk maids who caught cowpox from their cows never 

seemed to catch smallpox. In 1796, he took an extraordinary risk in scratching a local eight-year old’s arm with 

cowpox infection. He then inoculated the child with smallpox matter and so was able to prove the child was no 

longer susceptible to infection. The Royal Society would not accept his paper and Jenner had to spend two more 

years doing further research in his garden shed, known as the Temple of Vaccinia (vacca from Latin for cow). 

His house and garden now form the Jenner Museum and the garden provides much interest in a pleasant open area 

overlooking the Severn flood plain. It was recently laid out with the Parterre planted with groups of medicinal 

planting laid out in groups as : 

 Wounds and Skin 

 Digestion 

 Headaches and Restoratives 

 Coughs and Colds 

As well as the Temple, there is a delightful early glasshouse with the remains of a pineapple pit and vines with the 

roots planted outside. 

It is a very pleasant place to spend an afternoon. Before lockdown, and presumably after, there is an excellent 

tearoom. It can also form a full day out combined with a visit Berkeley Castle and its garden. 

Dr Jenner's House, Museum and Garden (jennermuseum.com). Peter Shannon

https://jennermuseum.com/
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Johannes Kip: The Gloucestershire Engravings 

edited by Anthea Jones 

Published by Hobnob Press 2021 

Euphoria and exhaustion in equal measure are the editor’s feelings on seeing the book finished! It has been an 
interesting study, looking at all the engravings included in Sir Robert Atkyns’ The Ancient and Present State of 
Glostershire. There are sixty-five in total, but one is the map of Gloucestershire, probably based on Robert 
Morden’s map of the county published in 1695, seventeen years before Atkyns’ book. Johannes Kip was the 
engraver and, remarkably, also the draughtsman of all but one of the sixty-four. Gloucestershire (including South 
Gloucestershire) has this remarkable legacy of prints of the gentry’s ‘seats’ and this book celebrates Kip’s work 
on the tercentenary of his death. 

Reproductions of all the prints 

(except the ‘Morden-style’ map) 
are presented in the book at a 
good size, with a discussion of 
what may be seen in each one. 
Contributions made by a number 
of volunteers have been 
invaluable. The book illustrates 
how common at the time many 

garden features were. Most of the 
houses selected for illustration by 
Atkyns also had a park, though 
not always a deer park. No deer 
were illustrated at Dyrham, a 
point which is discussed in the 
book. At Hardwicke Court, the 

deer look dangerously near the vegetable garden; at Sandywell (left) the deer are frisky. An index allows the reader 

to pursue topics of interest. It is always possible to say more about any site. 

The book will be published in March, and the Spring Newsletter will contain more information about the 
contents and the price. Subscribers can contact me through chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk. 

Anthea Jones 

Hardwicke Court 

mailto:chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk
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Lowther Castle Gardens 

I have always been fascinated by large gardens undergoing restoration and so have been closely following the work at 

Lowther Castle, which is situated four miles south of Penrith on the eastern edge of the Lake District. The castle is 

the traditional seat of the Earls of Lonsdale and was built in the early 1800s. In the 1950s it fell on hard times when it 

was left as a shell and the extensive gardens became totally neglected. 

I first visited in 2011, shortly after the public were admitted, to 

see the early stages of restoration, the masterplan of which has 

been developed by Dan Pearson. 

It was very interesting walking round and discovering the remains 

of many garden rooms hidden in the undergrowth, some of which 

were designed by Thomas Mawson. I have been returning every 

year and it has been absorbing to see all the clearing, restoration and 

replanting that has taken place. 

The visitor facilities have also been vastly improved. The first time 

I went, you made your own cup of tea with a teabag and an electric 

kettle in a room in an adjacent bungalow used as offices. Now the 

café is in the courtyard and you sit under a Frans Snyders painting. 

The far end of the grounds now have one of the largest wooden forts 

in the country – the slide is fun! 

Well worth a visit should you be in the vicinity, and just off the 
M6 should you be travelling north and would like a break! 

Alan Kempton 



  
March 2021 

Lyegrove House 

At the end of November 2020, South Gloucestershire planning department wrote asking Avon Gardens Trust to be one of six 
consultees to advise whether land at Lyegrove House and Lyegrove Farm, Badminton, should become a conservation area. 

Lyegrove House has, it is thought, existed 
from the C16. It is described by Atkyns in The 
Ancient and Present State of Glostershire, 
1712, as ‘a pleasant seat in a large park’. 
Nearly 70 years later, it was pointedly 
described by Samuel Rudder in 1779 as ‘A 
good house, now in ruins, formerly stood in 
the midst of a park’. During the C19, the 
house was enlarged and altered and a 
substantial new stable block built. 

By 1900, the estate had been sold to the Duke 
of Beaufort at neighbouring Badminton, to be 
used as a Dower House. The Dowager 
Duchess died before taking residence, and the 
Badminton Estate sold Lyegrove in 1928 to 
the Duke and Countess of Westmorland, who 
carried out extensive works on the garden. 
Much of the importance of the Lyegrove 
gardens surrounding the house is that they 
were the creation and work of Lady 
Westmorland from the 1920s onwards. 

Having visited recently, and seen for myself, 
the team of four gardeners, keep the gardens 
immaculately tended, cut and pruned. Under 
the new ownership, there is a plan in progress 
that has recently received planning 
permission, to develop the gardens further. 

Anne Hills

There will be a longer article on Lyegrove House and its gardens in the Spring Newsletter due out next month. 
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Notes from a Secret Communal Garden 

House hunting 

A viewing 

Hellebores 

A welcome sight even though they do hang their heads! This Eurasian genus consists of 
approximately 20 species of herbaceous or evergreen perennial flowering plants in the 
buttercup family Ranunculaceae. Various species of this genus originated in Europe 
and Asia with the greatest concentration of species occurring in the Balkans. 

Hellebore experts struggled to cope with distinguishing one species from another until 
just over 20 years ago, when Brian Mathew, a British botanist, produced the definitive 
classification of the genus. Mathew examined the physical characteristics, and 
discovered all hellebores fit into one of six basic botanical types. Since then, there have 
been further debates and H. thibetanus, from western China, and H. vescarius, a rare 
plant from a small area on the border between Turkey and Syria which has a different 
method of seed dispersal, are regarded as atypical of the species. 

All flowers have five petal-like sepals surrounding a ring of small, cup-like nectaries 
which are actually petals modified to hold nectar. The sepals do not fall as petals would 
but remain on the plant, sometimes for many months. Recent research in Spain suggests 
that the persistence of the sepals contributes to the development of the seeds. 

A C19 illustration of 
Helleborus niger 

Hellebores are particularly valued by 
gardeners for their winter and early spring 
flowering period; the plants are surprisingly 
frost resistant and many are evergreen. Also 
of value is their shade tolerance. These 
flowers are fine enough when seen from 
above, but look extraordinary when lifted  

and turned, with a range of markings from eggshell-like speckles to deep, rich 
purples reaching into almost black. This beautiful view is as attractive to bees as 
it is to us, so they will forage for pollen and thereby pollinate your plants, 
producing hundreds of seedling 

Wendy Pollard 

A new planting of Hellborus Anna’s Red 
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The Tudor Garden at Leigh Court 

On the long, straight approach leading to Leigh Court 
and the woodland walks there and virtually opposite the 
turning into Brackenwood Garden Centre stands a 
derelict tower covered in ivy. I suspect few people 
bother to stop to peer over the wall to see what this 
tower is overlooking. 

This is a great shame as behind the wall lie remnants of  
a Tudor garden, once the showpiece of the Norton  
family, favourites at the Tudor Court. By 1579, the  
Nortons had replaced the existing dwelling with a  
fashionable, many gabled house known as the Old Court  
House. This mansion was complemented by a garden  
which provided the perfect opportunity for the Nortons 

to display their 
new found wealth and status. Elizabeth was monarch and it was during 
her reign, that gardens were deliberately linked with the house for the 
first time. Gardens were elaborate and formal incorporating moats, 
canals and terraces which enabled views across the pleasure grounds. 

At Leigh Court, a raised walkway or terrace can still be seen lying 
alongside a short canal. The walkway extends from the derelict garden 
tower by the road to the ruins of a second tower. Whether these towers 
were part of the Tudor layout or are a later addition requires further 
investigation. The late C19 Ordnance Survey map shows the layout of 

this garden in greater detail as it depicts further raised walkways around the canal as well as paths and a couple of 

specimen trees. The two towers are 
clearly shown as red squares. 

For anyone looking over the wall, they 
will see a tranquil scene of a mass of 
snowdrops, a stretch of water and 
some trees, giving little suggestion of 
its former existence as a Tudor garden. 

Ros Delany 
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Horticultural Heroes 

John Gould Veitch and the Boston Ivy 

The photograph shows an autumnal view of the West front of Tyntesfield House covered in bright-red Boston Ivy, 
introduced from Japan by John Gould Veitch (1839 -1870). 

Boston Ivy is, technically, a grape (Parthenocissus tricuspidata). It is best known for its covering of those college 
buildings in New England known as the Ivy League. It is a voracious climber attacking crevices; each tendril has 
5-10 tiny disc pads which secrete natural glue. Charles Darwin showed that a disc supported up to 2 lbs giving 
each tendril the capacity to support 10 to 20 lbs (5-10 kg) of vine. 

Stories of the botanical riches of Japan were rife but since 1693, the country had been closed to all visitors. In 
1854, the Kanagawa Treaty allowed two ports to open to foreign visitors. John Veitch set sail for Japan in July 
1860; he was 21, already known as a brilliant botanist and was keen to get started. His ship sunk off Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka), all his equipment was lost but he got to Nagasaki via Hong Kong, Canton and Shanghai. 

The British Consul-General in Yokohama was embarking on the first European expedition to Mount Fuji and 
Veitch was appointed botanist. A party of eight with an entourage of 100 attendants set off on the old pilgrim route 
with Veitch collecting specimens. They crested the mountain on 11 September 1860, the British drank a toast to 
Queen Victoria, hoisted the Union Jack, fired a 21 round revolver salute and shouted God Save the Queen. Veitch’s 
description of the 12-day trip and its botany appeared in the Gardener’s Chronicle in December 1860. 

Living in the Legation in Tokyo, Veitch stayed for several more months, laying out a European-style vegetable 
garden. During this time, local farmers would collect specimens for him. Many consignments were sent home, 
one of which was lost in another shipwreck. Veitch was not to travel with his plants. Instead, he visited the steamy 
jungles of the Philippines to pack specimens but was hampered by a major earthquake. Back in Tokyo, the 
Legation had been wrecked by a local warlord, but Veitch continued collecting until November 1861. 

Back in England, Veitch settled back into business, he married and had two sons. Somewhere along the way he 

had contracted tuberculosis and he died, aged 31, having made a vast contribution to the family business and 

British horticulture. 

John Gould Veitch introduced a wide range of plants, including several cultivars of Acer Palmatum and Magnolia 
Stellata. He had a fan palm from Samoa (Veitchia Johannis) named after him. One of his star finds was the 
golden-rayed lily (Lillium Auratum) which caused a sensation with a vast display of the single species. One 
commentator said that on viewing it ‘ladies gasped, and men took off their hats’. 

Peter Shannon 



 

 

 Badgers at Bishops Knoll 
The Woodland Trust  
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Bishop’s Knoll 

Over recent years the AGT has been investigating the history and supporting the Woodland Trust (WT) at Bishop’s Knoll, 
Sneyd Park, Bristol. We have had guided walks there and sponsored the tree tag project to the Arboretum Walk. Previous 
Trust Newsletters have also featured articles. 

Despite the site not being included on any ‘lists’, local or otherwise, we have continued to be keenly interested to 
follow the progress of the restoration works. In 2020, we helped WT with a supportive letter, in their bid to the 
Veolia Trust for £23,000 towards their ongoing conservation works, which have been mostly carried out by local 
volunteers (Friends of Bishop’s Knoll). 

Here is an extract of an email we received from WT Manager, Joe Middleton, in August 2020, which we are sharing 
with our members: 

The Bishops Knoll Restoration Project – 2020 update 

Earlier in the year, we were busy clearing vegetation in time for the 
wall rebuilding, just before the global pandemic slowed everything 
down by a few months. Over the summer two different sets of 
contractors have been restoring terrace walls, re-pointing eroded 
walls using traditional lime mortar, and rebuilding walls that were 
fallen down or in a state of disrepair. This involves complex takedown 
of existing walls built over a hundred years ago, (and some of the 
trees growing through them), grading the available stone, and re-
mortaring and building the walls using the original stone and 
traditional lime mortar. Lime mortar is more porous than cement 
mortars; it has been used for thousands of years, and has a better 
breathability than cement as it wicks any dampness in the wall to the 
surface where it evaporates. It is also weather dependent and can’t be 
used in extreme temperatures or periods of high rainfall, which seem 
to have been the status quo for 2020. The steepness of the terraced 
gardens and no vehicle access also means every bag of sand and lime, 
every tool, and every drop of water for the project has to be brought 
in by hand up, or down, several flights of stone steps depending on the 
work area, so it will take several more weeks to finish the work. But 
the progress over the last few years is amazing. 

We will be repairing some of the Victorian wrought-iron railings 
around the gardens later in the year. Our volunteers cannot currently 
carry out major repairs due to Covid restrictions, so we are hoping to 
find contractors to help finish the job. We are also seeking a further 
£3,500 to enable us to also complete the railing restoration on one of 

the terraces, which will make them safe and help allow public access 
to the next two terraces now the walls are re-built. 

We have also completed some of the step installation and repairs, 
installing timber steps and revetments to improve access to the site for walkers and families exploring the lost gardens and 
arboretum. We will be planting the new arboretum trees next winter, once everything is hibernating and dormant which is 
the best time for tree planting, and completing the final access improvements and vegetation clearance throughout the site. 
In 2021 we hope to carry on re-pointing the last few terraces, and the boundary walls, and build stone steps to complete a 
circular walk through the higher terrace if we can also find funding. We also have some new sculptures and information 
boards being installed this year which will also help improve the visitor experience for everyone thanks to some Peoples 
Postcode Lottery Funding last year. Look out for our badger sculptures, historical photo boards, and new information 
boards coming very soon to the site. 

In the meantime, numbers of visitors to Bishops Knoll are gently increasing. We saw a sharp rise in visitors during 
lockdown as local people sought green space to exercise and visit quieter areas around the city. In fact, our woods 
were busier everywhere across the country, as the importance of local green space is now more important than ever. 

In future AGT monthly News, we will be sharing some before and after photos of the ongoing restoration works at 
Bishop’s Knoll. 

Wendy Tippett 
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Photographs from the Archives - March 2020 

Westonbirt 



 

 

How to Read a Designed Landscape 

Join John Phibbs on Zoom for 

Farms & Follies – Saturday 20 March at 2.00 pm 

Vallies & Varlets – Sunday 28 March at 5.00 pm 

Early Spring is the ideal time, when the leaves are off the trees and the sun casts long, low shadows over the irregularities of 
the ground, to ‘read’ a landscape designed in the English style. 

The two questions that John Phibbs shall be addressing are what is this ‘reading’ and why does he give it so much 
importance? As for the first, there is a language in the shape, size and choice of trees, in the form of the ground, from which 
you may learn of the deep past of the countryside and of the ways in which its structure has been modified over time to 
make a pleasing landscape for a great house. Then there is the great house itself and its relationship with the landscape, both 
as a physical presence and as the centre of a web of rural production and connection. After that come the distinguishing 
features of the place such as rivers, quarries, ancient woods and settlements – and then there are the people and the livestock 
all of whom make their mark. All these elements knit together to form a narrative that captures the place, its geography, and 
the will of its inhabitants. 

As for why John Phibbs places such a high value on reading a landscape - once he understands a place it ‘speaks’ to him. 
The talks are free and to sign up you just need to email him at: johnphibbs@hotmail.com  

Botany’s ‘big data’ 

Herbarium: The Quest to Preserve and Classify the World’s Plants 
by Barbara M Thiers (Timber Press) 

Barbara M. Thiers shares the fascinating history of herbaria and the important role 
they play in our modern world. Herbarium is heavily illustrated with photographs 
and unique historical material from the collection at the New York Botanical Garden 
where she is Director. 
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AGT Events 2021 

The following events have been arranged for this year for you to pencil in your diaries. These have been 

arranged with the over-riding caveat subject to Government restrictions and other local issues at the time. 

Thursday 17 June at 2pm - Wortley House gardens, Wotton-under-Edge 

Tuesday 13 July at 11am – Iford Manor gardens 

Wednesday 8 September at 2 pm – Dewstow Gardens and Grotto, Caldicot 

Tuesday 19 October at 2pm – Rodmarton Manor House and gardens, near Cirencester 

Full details will follow in our Spring Newsletter. 

mailto:johnphibbs@hotmail.com
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To visit our website click here and for Twitter follow the link 

 

   
Chairman: Ros Delany. chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
Membership: June Shannon. membership@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
News Editor: Ros Delany. editor@avongardenstrust.org.uk Layout: 
Wendy Pollard. news@avongardenstrust.org.uk  
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