
June/July 2021

Dear Member, 

The Trust’s recent trip to Wortley House 
was the first garden visit since 2019 and 
as members met up, there was the 
distinct feeling of a school reunion.  We 
all commented how nice it was to see 
real people again and to catch up with 
their news. 

Hopefully life is slowly returning to 
normal as government restrictions are 
eased and as we feel more confident 
about going out and about.  Until that 
day, we have continued your armchair 
journey in this News with some short 
articles about places within the local area 
that may be of interest. 

Ros Delany 
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AGT Visits Survey

We have received comments that the days chosen for AGT visits do not suit some of our members.  To try and 
establish what, if any, are preferred days for a garden visit, would you please give us your views. 
At present: 
• We try and avoid days the public may visit to give us a better experience. 
• Our garden visits are generally spread over days in midweek – Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday with the occasional 

Saturday. This eases travel problems usually associated with the Avon area on Monday and Friday. 
• We generally avoid visits during school holiday periods. 
• The AGM is always held at a weekend. 

We really are interested to hear what you would like from your 
membership by way of visits and talks. Please take a few minutes to 
have a look at the survey recently sent out - or contact 
peterhills11@outlook.com (mob. 07748 507166) who will collate the 
information.  
In due course, we will inform you of the collective response. 
Although we cannot guarantee your opinions will be implemented, 
your voice will help to dictate how we arrange events (if any) for the 
Trust moving forward. 

Thank you,  
Peter Hills  

mailto:peterhills11@outlook.com
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Visit to Iford Manor

Tuesday 13 July at 11am 

A private visit has been arranged to visit Iford Manor on a Tuesday as the gardens are closed to the 
general public on that day of the week, so we shall have this stunning garden to ourselves.   

On our arrival, after an introduction to Iford Manor, the owner William Cartwright-Hignett will take us on a guided 
tour of the grounds.  After the tour, lunch has been arranged in the new restaurant.  The menu will be soup (v), with 
a cheese scone, a choice of cheesecake or a chocolate brownie plus self-serve tea and coffee. 

William Cartwright-Hignett is full of information 
about the garden and has many amusing anecdotes.  
He will lead us through the Harold Peto Garden, take 
us inside the garden buildings, show us the 
restoration of the Japanese garden as well as telling 
us about the exciting new plans for Iford.   

This visit is obviously subject to any Covid19 
government restrictions applicable at the time, and 
will be enabled using social distancing and self-
drive. 
Transport 
We have looked into providing transport for our 
visits but the costs and complexity of the Avon area 
prevent us from achieving an affordable outcome.  
Arrangements for a car share scheme for this visit 
can be made through Peter Hills and every effort will 
be made to car share where requested. 
Bookings 
The cost is £25.50 per person to include lunch.  To 
book, please use the booking form on our website 
click www.avongardenstrust.co.uk  contact Peter 
Hills – email:- events@avongardenstrust.co.uk; 
phone (mob. 07748 507166) for details.  Please let us 
know if you have any dietary requirements at the  
time of booking. 

http://www.avongardenstrust.co.uk
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FOR VISITS FUTHER AFIELD 

Museum in the Park, Stroud
The Museum occupies the house and most of the immediate gardens of Stratford Park, a short distance from Stroud town 
centre. The Park is owned by Stroud District Council and has been utilised to build a leisure centre with large car park. The 
largely Victorian gardens surrounding the house remain in place as do a lake and re-furbished walled garden, re-opened in 
2016 after 20 years of neglect. 
The Stroud area has always had a thriving woollen industry with five clean, fast-flowing rivers tumbling into the valley to 
provide power for the processes. During the Industrial Revolution, a short wide canal was built to the Severn to enable sailing 
trows to carry wool down to Bristol and, later, coal in from the Forest of Dean and South Wales. This was extended as a 
narrow canal in the other direction to the Thames and the main canal network before Brunel build the railway line from 
Swindon to Kemble and Gloucester. The railway still runs, and the canal is well on its way to restoration. 
The mill owners were wealthy and built themselves decent, if not spectacular, houses. We are lucky that one such example 
still exists and houses the museum which is Grade 2 listed.  Although the land is identifiable from 1307, the house dates from 

the C17 and has the year 1674 and the then 
owner’s initials on it; its Victorian development 
seems to have been from the time of Joseph 
Watts (owner 1819-1855). His grandson, 
Joseph Watts Hallewell hosted the 
Gloucestershire Agricultural Show here in 1870 
and started an annual flower show in 1871 and 
seems to have been the real driving force. 
After the then owner’s death in 1935, the park 
of 56 acres was sold to Stroud Urban District 
Council. A bowling green and outdoor 
swimming pool were built (both still function 
today) and the park was opened as an amenity 
for locals. There is a Victorian bandstand, a six-
inch gauge model railway and tennis courts. 
The leisure centre was opened in 1975. 
The Museum opened in 2001 as a successor to 
the Cowle Museum (1930) and Stroud Museum 
(1983). It concentrates on local history and 
culture and is extensively used by local schools. 

Entry is free.  Of particular interest to gardening folk is the display of lawn mowers. Edwin Beard Budding (1796-1846) of 
nearby Eastington devised the principle still favoured today after watching a device in a cloth mill. This was a bladed roller 
that cloth ran across to cut out any unevenness in the nap to produce a smoother finish. With some experimentation, he 
devised the method of moving the system over the lawn to get the same effect and to remove the surplus. It took over ten 
years to perfect. 
In the gardens you can get a sense of a Victorian gentleman’s garden with a significant range of exotic trees and shrubs. It is 
light and airy and well worth a visit. 

Find Us — Museum in the Park 
Peter Shannon

https://museuminthepark.org.uk/find-us
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Wortley House

‘But he that dares not grasp the thorn should never crave the rose’ from The Narrow Road by Anne Bronte 

This quote by Anne Bronte is par3cularly apt for two reasons.  
Firstly, the grounds at Wortley House are full of roses.  They 
frame garden buildings, cover iron arches, add even more 
colour to the herbaceous borders and ramble up through 
mature trees.  The second reason is that this garden has 
been created from fields over the last 35 years by the owner 
Jessica Dickinson with help from husband Simon. 

This visit to Wortley House was our first AGT ou3ng since the 
Corona virus pandemic so those members aJending were 
busy catching up on news with each other prior to mee3ng 
Jessica.  Originally developed by Jessica’s mother, the garden 
now extends to over 20 acres and has a diverse range of 
plan3ng.   

Garden buildings and statues add focal points 
along vistas.  Most of the flowers are near the 
house where the borders are full of flowering 
herbaceous plants.  The tour took us through a 
series of garden ‘rooms’ each with their own 
par3cular character.  The Urn Garden and the 
Italian Garden had a formal feel to them while 
the area around the man-made lake was 
deliberately informal and resplendent with 
wild flowers. 

Our visit was completed by having tea and 
home-made cakes on the terrace near the 
house.  During tea, Jessica showed us pictures 
of how the garden had been developed over 
the last 30 years.  The pictures show the love, 
dedica3on and hard work that had gone into crea3ng this stunning garden.   
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Notes !om a Secret Communal Garden

Roses, roses, roses all the way  -   Wendy Pollard

The Wars of the Roses

R - L:  Rosa Alba (York),  
Rosa Officionalis (Lancaster) 

and Rosa Mundi (Tudor)
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Swangrove: a Maison de Plaisance 
Swangrove lies tucked away on the Badminton estate and was used as a hunting lodge and maison de plaisance by the Dukes 
of Beaufort.  This term was most commonly used in the C18 and C19 to describe a house designed as a retreat for the wealthy 
for all recreational purposes.  Literally translated from the French it means ‘country house’ and their purpose was for the 
wealthy to escape from their mansions to a smaller, more simplistic dwelling.  

Built by Henry, the 2nd Duke, between 1703-1707, 
Swangrove was a dining place for his hunting 
parties.  Designed by local Bath architect William 
Killigrew, the original building had one room where 
twenty people could dine in style. An estate map 
dated 1708 shows the building had gables and 
castellations set in a courtyard with four pavilions in 
each corner.  A steep, external staircase gave direct 
access to a central panelled ‘great’ room on the first 
floor resplendent with wooden panelling, marble and 
chinoiserie motifs.  Estate accounts, 1698-1709, 
show how John Harvey of Bath was paid £53-15sh 
(approx. £6,000 today) for a marble chimney piece 
and water niche for the Great Room as it was called.  Inside, a plain oak staircase was used by the servants to gain access.  By 
1750, Swangrove had been replaced by the imposing Worcester Lodge designed by William Kent.   

About ten years ago, the 11th Duke commissioned Robert Kime to revamp and refresh the neglected ‘hovel’ as the duke called 
it.  Most of the furniture came from Badminton House whilst the soft furnishings came from Kime’s antique stock.  As shown 
in the photographs, Swangrove continues the tradition of providing a maison de plaisance. 
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Update on ‘Mini Gardens’ project in Grove Park, Weston-super-Mare

Last autumn, the Trust worked closely with the Friends of Grove Park to 
help the Weston-super-Mare Primary School Garden Project to move 
forward.  The Trust did this by agreeing to fund a signboard and to donate 
£500 for the provision of paint, transport and other materials for the 
project. 

Continuing Covid restrictions have meant the proposed full 
implementation of the project has been slower than wished as it has 
proved difficult to get local primary schools to engage and assist with the 
project.  This is not due to lack of interest on their part, it is simply there 
is so much academic catching-up that needs to be done at the moment and 
so most schools are not undertaking any school outings until the late 
summer term.  

Despite this, a small band of volunteers have managed to paint the first set 
of tyres and place them in the park.  Fourteen Cubs from the Grove 
Village pack have designed and planted up the mini gardens within the 
tyres with plug plants and seedlings. A second set of tyres are now being 
painted ready to be made into the next six mini gardens by the families of some children from Bournville Primary 
school. 

Hopefully this project will be fully up and running at the start of the autumn term. 

Photograph !om The Archives 2014

Peter Shannon

Poppies in a 
field in Failand
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To visit our website click here  and for Twitter follow the link

Chairman:  Ros Delany. chairman@avongardenstrust.co.uk 
Membership:  June Shannon. membership@avongardenstrust.co.uk 
News Editor:  Ros Delany. editor@avongardenstrust.co.uk 
Layout:  Wendy Pollard. news@avongardenstrust.co.uk 
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