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Dear Member,
One of the greatest pleasures this year has been the lifting of restrictions so we could get together and once again visit
parks and gardens. The three visits we have had already were well attended and greatly enjoyed by all who went
along. One further visit is planned in late October and there is also an illustrated talk which will follow our AGM in
early October.
This AGM will be my last one as Chairman, a position I have had the honour to hold for the last twelve years. During
that time, I have been ably supported by various committee members and my thanks go to them all, past and present,
who have helped. Promoting and protecting parks, gardens and designed landscapes is dear to us all and I hope that
during my tenure this has mostly been achieved. I intend to continue as editor of our publications.
Our Treasurer, Alan Kempton, has decided to retire after three years in the post after the AGM. During this time, he
has been a reliable, efficient and steady pair of hands and we shall miss his sound financial advice. Hopefully, he will
come on our visits and so we can continue to catch up with his news.
Covid has offered a pertinent reminder, after decades of underfunding, of the immense value of gardens, parks and
open spaces in offering physical and mental benefits to local communities. It must be hoped that if any positives
emerge from the misery of the pandemic, it is that governments will recognise their benefits and increase investment in
these key public amenities.
Ros Delany
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The Annual General Meeting wi# be held on Sunday 3 October in the Spielman
Centre, at Arnos Vale Cemetery in Bristol
The meeting starts at 1.30pm, light refreshments at 2pm. This will be
followed by a talk, The American Garden meets English Landscape,
by Andrew Cannell, Head Gardener at the American Museum and
Gardens, Bath.
In 2018, the American Museum and Gardens completely remodelled
their grounds offering visitors insights into American horticulture and
landscape design. Visitors can now walk in the footsteps of George
Washington in the updated and revamped Upper Garden which is
now a more authentic representation of his 1799 colonial garden. If
visitors are after a more contemporary style, there is now the New
American Garden, designed by award-winning American landscape
architects Wolfgang Oehme and James van Sweden. Their style
celebrates the American meadow with its swathes of grasses and
perennials.
In this talk Andrew tells the story of how these two projects came
about and of how they sit within a tranquil and quintessentially
English setting.
The venue is on a bus route, and there is plenty of parking at the venue on a Sunday.

If you have any queries, please contact Peter Hills on
Rodmarton Manor
To round o" the year, on Tuesday 26 October
we visit the house and garden at
Rodmarton Manor, near Tetbury
Hopefully we will see the autumn colour in the
landscape and appreciate the last vestiges of garden
flowers.

Built by Ernest Barnsley, who was a follower of
William Morris and the Arts and Crafts
Movement, the house and gardens reflect this
style. Barnsley’s design for the eight-acre garden
still endures today, with terrace, topiary, leisure
garden, herbaceous borders and walled garden.
There is a wide selection of planting with superb
vistas and views throughout and plenty of places
to sit and admire the view. The strong
architectural style close to the house gradually
gives way to less formality and open farmland.

Events@avongardenstrust.org.uk
Full details are on the website
www. avongardenstrust.org.uk
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Membership News

Anthony Merriman
It is with deep regret that we pass on the sad news that our former Treasurer, Anthony Merriman, died recently.
Tony was a loyal member of Avon Gardens Trust and was elected to the role of Treasurer in July 2003. For fifteen
years, until his retirement from the post in October 2018, Tony expertly managed our accounts. Not only were
they kept in perfect order, but he also had the ability to present the accounts in such a way that they could be easily
understood by those without accounting experience as well as being able to satisfy the requirements of the Charity
Commission.
Tony was born in London in 1934 and to use his words he was a ‘mixed infant’ at Heston village school, near what
is now Heathrow Airport. He then attended the grammar school in Gunnersbury where he achieved a scholarship
to the University of Bristol in 1953 to read Accountancy. After graduating, Tony was articled to an accountancy
firm in Moorgate, London, where he qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1960. It was here he met his future
wife Anne who went there to work for one of the Partners. In 1966 Tony returned to the Department of Economics
at the University of Bristol.
Three years later in August 1969, Tony and Anne were married in London and following the wedding they drove
in their 1955 Morris Convertible to their house in Congresbury. This Morris continued in regular use and he and
Anne turning up at committee meetings and events in this car was always a welcome sight.
Following his retirement in 2000, Tony kept busy as Treasurer of various societies including the Friends of Bristol
Art Gallery, the Friends of the Royal West of England Academy and Avon Gardens Trust as well as looking after
the finances of the Georgian House in Clifton where he and Anne bought a flat. His many other interests included
music and reading; he was also a staunch supporter of several societies including the Rare Poultry Society with
which he became involved with over fifty years ago.
Tony had been in hospital twice this year but he died unexpectedly on 1 June. He will be greatly missed by all.
Our thoughts and prayers go to Anne, his wife of 52 years. Anne supported Tony in all of his activities and
together they were an inspirational double act.
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Please help us, we urgently require a Treasurer
Alan Kempton will be relinquishing his role as Treasurer of The Avon Gardens Trust at the AGM in October, so we
are looking for someone to take over this important role from him. You do not need to be an accountant to be the
Treasurer, but to be reasonably numerate and be able to use simple spreadsheets, although help could be given with
this.
The main tasks that the Treasurer carries out are:•Maintain a simple spreadsheet of income and expenditure
•Pay invoices via our on-line banking
•Attend four or five committee meetings per year
•Prepare the annual accounts
•Advise the committee on financial matters
•Submit an annual Gift Aid claim to HMRC
•Submit annual financial information to the Charities Commission
If you would like more information on the role, please contact Alan Kempton on 0117 9629818
If you would like to apply, please contact the Chairman, Ros Delany on 01275 371398.

AGT Events Survey 2021
You may recall we recently carried out a survey of AGT events to find out what members when thinking of visits
and talks would like from their membership.
We received a small response from members that may reflect many things, but as promised, I summarise below the outcomes
of this survey.
1.There is a clear message from members that they want visits and events arranged.
2.There was no preferred day for visits, but weekdays were mentioned most of all with one for a weekend; ‘not Fridays’ were
mentioned twice.
3.There was a general spread of times of day to visit, so we will bear this in mind. Morning visits with a light lunch,
afternoon visits with tea and cake were mentioned, - all pre-arranged where possible.
4.There was general agreement to spread visits and talks throughout the week.
5.Pre-arranged refreshments were preferred all round.
6.There was a general consensus to arrange private visits where possible.
7.These private visits to be arranged where possible when gardens closed to the
public.
8.All responses were happy with the visits and talks currently arranged.
9.Ideas for other events were talks, study days and workshops.
10.Subjects of interest were historic gardens, garden design, designed landscapes,
trees and arboretums.
Thank you for your responses. With your responses in mind, the committee will
now look ahead and plan our programme for 2022 and beyond. It is not too late
to have your say - please get in touch with me on
events@avongardenstrust.org.uk

N.B. An addendum, the committee did discuss at length whether to arrange Zoom meetings for AGT members, but decided
the cost and difficulty of finding good speakers was a problem. We have circulated Gardens Trust Zoom events, as well as
those by county gardens trusts. The Zoom events have proved popular with members who have booked onto these, and I can
thoroughly recommend browsing the GT news and circulars we send out for finding out about these talks.
Peter Hills
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Visiting further afield
Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP)
Founded over 40 years ago,YSP was the first park in the UK to house modern sculpture. Set within the 500 acre,
C18 Bretton Hall estate in West Yorkshire, there are around 150 sculptures, including pieces by Barbara Hepworth,
Henry Moore and Damien Hirst, set out across the parkland and in galleries.
The present Bretton Hall was designed and built around 1720 by Sir William Wentworth and the estate passed
through marriage to the Beaumont family in 1792, and continued in their ownership until it was sold in 1948. West
Riding County Council purchased part of the estate including the Hall, pleasure grounds and much of the park. The
present building housed Bretton Hall College from 1949 until 2001 and was a campus of the University of Leeds
from 2001 to 2007. There are now plans to convert the Hall to a hotel and offices and when I visited earlier this
month, a large area around the Hall was fenced off.
In 1760, Sir Thomas Wentworth constructed the Upper Lake and surrounding pleasure grounds. His work was
continued by his daughter Diana Beaumont who further enhanced the pleasure grounds by building new
architectural features, planting trees, and building the Cameillia House and the semi-circular walled garden. The
terraces and gardens were probably created by Robert Marnock who was appointed Head Gardener in 1820.The
sculptures are situated within the parkland; many are by the lake and some are on the Italian-style terrace and
formal gardens.
Some garden buildings remain and they have
been incorporated into the ‘experience’. The
Boat House is located at what was once the
head of the Upper Lake. Stone columns and a
mooring post are all that remain of this
building which is now totally landlocked
among woodland due to silting and restricted
flow from the river Dearne. In the open-sided
boathouse is a sculpture of a round boat
entitled Eddy by JocJonJosch who are an
Anglo/Swiss/Slovakian collective.
Sitting on the southern shore of the lake there is a late C18 shell grotto and from inside there are views across the
lake to several Damien Hirst sculptures. The grotto was designed by William Lindley (1739-1878) and constructed
in rough stone in an irregular circular plan. The interior has traces of shells on part of the walls. The Italian Terrace
has several sculptures but the highlight is the nine feet high scaled up version of a Hermes handbag called Bag of
Aspirations by Kalliopi Lemos.
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Outdoor Sculpture in the Forest of Dean The Forest to Forest Family Trail

I have always enjoyed viewing sculpture outdoors, particularly when many are grouped together in specific
sculpture trails and sculpture parks. My favourites are the Forest of Dean trail, the Grizedale trail in the Lake
District, and the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Many of the sculptures
in the first two are constructed from wood and it has been
fascinating to see how they have slowly decayed over the years
and become absorbed back into the forest. Some of these older
sculptures are no longer included on the current trail maps, so it
has become an interesting treasure hunt for me in trying to find
the remains of a sculpture that I might have viewed when newly
built, several years previously.
One of the standout sculptures in the Forest of Dean, that you are
probably familiar with, was Place, generally known as the Giant’s
Chair. This was one of the earliest sculptures, dating from 1986. It
was removed a few years ago as it had become structurally
unsafe.

The main trail is four miles long, but last month
Forestry England opened an additional short. new,
temporary Forest to Forest Family Trail (open
until the end of October). This has eight
contemporary installations, one of which is situated
on the site that used to be occupied by the Giant’s
Chair.

Both the old and new temporary trails start from the
new Beechenhurst car park, near Coleford, and I
have found both trails are very interesting additions
to the Forest.

Alan Kempton
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Notes !om a Secret Communal Garden - Towards the end of summer
Clifton Gardens Open Day 31 July

The culmination of planning, planting and nurturing

Apples, pears. plums
and greengages

Beetroot and peas

Courgettes, wine berries
and green beans

Hoheria Angustifolia, a flowering tree of the family
Maliceae (narrow leaved lacebark) - a native of New
Zealand it is very happy in our garden.
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The Victorian Wa#ed Kitchen Garden
In this age of on-line ordering of fresh produce, freezing food, mass production and the year-round availability of
formerly out of season crops, it is easy to forget the importance of the walled kitchen garden which was expected to
supply a year-round supply of fresh fruit, flowers and vegetables for the wealthy owners and their guests. For the
Victorian gentry much status was associated with such provision.
Many of the wealthy also had a town house where they spent part of the year and fresh produce would be packed
and sent by train, usually to London. This home production necessitated complex glasshouse culture along with
forcing techniques and Victorian catalogues were full of lists of seeds ensuring a huge variety of vegetables were
available throughout the year.
As an example, Suttons Seed Catalogue of 1895 lists over 20
different types of radish seed and differentiates between turnipshaped and olive shaped varieties. Each variety came with a
description of its properties and showing when it would be ready
and whether they could be ‘forced’. Having salad vegetables
readily available was a priority as revealed by the fact that listed
among the 25 types of cucumber offered, one named All Year
Round was described as being ‘for winter use’.
For potatoes, it was not the description of Early, Second Early and
Late which is often found nowadays in garden centres. Instead,
the catalogue itemised 26 varieties, with names ranging from
Suttons Early Racehorse which was ‘earlier than any other potato
known’ and the Red Ashley which ‘keeps well’.
In the AGT’s Gazetteer, there are over 30 walled kitchen gardens
listed in our area that are either on the national Register of Parks
and Gardens or designated as of local importance. These gardens
are in varying stages of conservation and nowadays have many
different uses. The walled garden at Blaise in Bristol which is
now a community garden; many are in private ownership and have
been restored such as the elliptical walled garden at Belmont in North
Somerset. First recorded on the Tithe map of the 1830s, it was
restored about five years ago by garden designer, Bunny Guinness.
Likewise, at Dodington in South Gloucestershire which now has been
completely made-over and is purely decorative with rills and
fountains. Some have been carefully restored such as at Barley Wood
Walled Garden, just outside Wrington in North Somerset. Originally
built for Henry Herbert Wills in 1901 it now sells vegetables and fruit
besides having an award-winning restaurant within its walls.

Ros Delany
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Unforgettable Gardens, Zoom Talks and a Conference
Unforgettable Gardens
On 12 October, the Gardens Trust are holding an online meeting focussed on sharing their Unforgettable Gardens
campaign for members of county garden trusts and those who own, manage or volunteer at designed landscapes,
big and small.
The Unforgettable Gardens campaign has an intentionally wide scope so that all manner of activities can highlight
the Value that should be placed on our historic designed green spaces; how Vulnerable they are to a range of threats
and lastly, how Volunteers can support and help protect them for the future.
If you are interested in learning more about this initiative or just want to see what others are doing, please visit
h/ps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/unforge/able-gardens-meet-up-for-owners-managers-and-supportersGckets-166159518593

Zoom Talks
Plant Nurseries, Plant Hunters and Pioneers
The Gardens Trust are planning a series of Monday evening zoom lectures to run from September through to
mid-2022. The subjects are wide-ranging in date and approach but are linked by the common theme of the
establishment and history of plant nurseries, the people who owned them and their quest for new and interesting
plants. The aim is to include talks on nurseries from York, Cheshire, Hampshire and Norfolk, as well as London
and its environs. For October, there are four talks by Caradoc Doy, the authority on ‘The Story Veitch Nurseries in
Exeter and Chelsea’.
Looking further ahead, in February and March 2022 there will be a series of six talks by expert speakers on the
exquisite drawings of Chinese plants produced by John Bradby Blake and his Chinese artists in the 1770s. More
details and dates will appear on the Gardens Trust website soon, when booking will open, so please watch that
space.

Conference
Artists and the Garden: New Perspectives Conference, Hestercombe
Monday 27 to Tuesday 28 September 2021
The Conference will explore the relationship between cultural production and the garden, across creative
disciplines and media, from the C18 until the present day. This conference will take place at Hestercombe, which
has been decisively influenced and shaped by artists and creative practitioners from Coplestone Warre Bampfylde,
the Rev. John Eagles, and Gertrude Jekyll.
Today, Hestercombe Gallery delivers a programme of new indoor and outdoor commissions, and contemporary art
exhibitions, which are inspired by the estate and its gardens. In this historical setting, the Conference draws
together artists, art historians, critics and curators who reflect on the complex web of relations and influences
between cultural creativity and the garden. The conference keynote is a lecture by Philip White MBE, founder and
chief executive of the Hestercombe Gardens Trust, and expert in the life and work of Warre Bampfylde, whose
300th anniversary was the impetus for this conference.
Cost: £120 registration fee, including all meals, snacks, conference reception, garden tours and conference pack.
Further details at www.hestercombe.com/whats-on
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