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Dear Member, 

We are all looking forward to a much 
better year this year! I hope that the 
current lockdown will end in time to 
enable us to visit some colourful spring 
gardens this year; last year I just caught 
the beginning of colour at Westonbirt 
before the first lockdown occurred. 

To keep all our spirits up during these 
difficult times, the Committee has 
decided to send out a monthly 
communication which will provide 
news and information, along with some 
interesting articles and photographs. 
Please let us know your views on it or 
send me any snippets that you would 
like to see included in our March issue. 

Ros Delany 

Secret Gardens of Somerset – A Private Tour by Abigail Willis 
published by Frances Lincoln for £22 

  
I saw this book mentioned in the Telegraph just before Christmas.  I normally like to turn the pages of a book before buying, 
but with the current restrictions I ordered it sight unseen from my local independent book shop, Max Minerva’s in Westbury 
Park, and was very glad that I had done so. 
The book contains separate short chapters on 20 of Somerset’s best known and most beautiful gardens. These include The 
American Museum Gardens at Bath, Cothay Manor, Hauser & Wirth Somerset at Bruton, Hestercombe and Iford Manor.  
Each chapter introduces the owners and their ethos in creating or maintaining it, describes 
the garden and the major plants, and is liberally illustrated with beautiful photographs. 
It was very interesting to read about those of the gardens I have visited over the years and 
also the ones I have yet to visit. 
There is also a useful chapter at the end with details of visiting information for these and 
other Somerset gardens, and also a useful list of nurseries. 
This book made me excited for spring to arrive, and restrictions be lifted, so that I can re-
visit old favourites, and explore new ones. It will make you want to visit all these gardens 
as soon as possible! 

Alan Kempton 
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New Hollies planted at Tyntesfield

Tyntesfield has one of the largest collections of hollies in a single place, over 39 known cultivars! The most obvious to 
the visitor are the beautiful dome hollies on the Broad Walk leading to the rear of the house. But there were many gaps. 

Over the years, research has identified the original planted hollies 
and the NT Plant Conservation Centre have raised replacements to 
fill the gaps. These six new hollies have now been planted as they 
were prior to 1940. There are a total of 25 hollies in the avenue; 
they comprise 17 common holly cultivars and eight Highclere 
holly cultivars. There are seven named cultivars, ‘Recurva’, 
‘Crispa’, ‘Donningtonensis’, ‘Scotica’, ‘Heterophylla’, ‘Fructo 
Luteo’, and ‘Hodginsii’.  There are three which we still don’t 
know the names of yet. 

Now it will be down to the Tyntesfield gardening team to train 
these hollies into the beautiful mushroom heads we see on the 
established plants. It takes a gardener over one hour to trim each 
of these bushes in the autumn, but the results are truly spectacular. 
At this time, the berries on these hollies are distinguishable and 
varied- red, yellow and orange - have a close look next time you 
walk past! 

Additionally, the hollies on the Terrace beds have been replaced with two varieties - Silver Queen and Golden Queen. 
We hope the variegation of these new hollies will remain – the main reason for removing plants in the past was they 
reverted to type. 

Peter Hills  
With thanks to Chris Watts 

In these monthly issues I shall be looking at how maps can give us so much information about the landscape.  
Features on maps whether buildings, road layouts or street names give so many clues which can be further 
researched and brought to life.   Why these features were created and the families who created them will be 
described and brought to life. 

The Old Deer Park, Abbots Leigh 

As people drive along the A369 between Bristol and J9 of 
the M5 Motorway, few realise part of the route follows 
the boundary of the former deer park for the Old Court 
House (left), the Jacobean manor house at AbbotsLeigh.  
A late C20 map shows how the arc of the A369 and 
Sandy Lane form part of a circle which was once part of 
the boundary of this deer park. 
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Old Deer Park

Most of these medieval and Tudor deer parks were typically round, probably to economise on the materials and 
work involved in the maintenance of the surrounding fences and ditches.  Designed to keep intruders out and 
animals in, park boundaries usually comprised inner ditches and outer banks surmounted by a palisade formed 
either from oak stakes or a stone wall.   In fact, stretches of Sandy Lane still has earth banks over 2m (6 ft) high 
surmounted by a stone wall. 

The primary purpose of parks was for hunting deer and the provision of venison but they also provided resources 
for building and fuel as well as other forms of food.  The larger deer parks usually contained a mixture of 
woodland and grazing pasture, and could include features such as fishponds, rabbit warrens and hunting lodges.   
The Old Deer Park was round 241 acres (97 ha.) which was large enough to reflect the wealth and status of the 
Nortons, a prominent family in the Tudor period, who owned the land and resided at The Old Court House. 
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The map also shows Old Park House (left).   Built 
in 1605, the White Lodge, as it was then called, 
was a hunting lodge which may have been used by 
the Nortons for recreational purposes or as is more 
likely, the home of the park keeper. 

When Philip Miles purchased the estate in 1841, he 
moved the deer park whose function was by now 
ornamental, nearer to his newly constructed 
mansion of Leigh Court.  The Old Deer Park fell 
into disuse. 

Ros Delany 

Notes from a Secret Communal Garden 

A little bit of history.   Clifton, in Bristol has over 30 communal gardens of varying ages and sizes.  Richmond 
Terrace (Place) is one of the earliest.  Built as an outward facing square the 1.2 acre (0.5ha.) ‘shrubbery’ lies 
within the rear elevations of the terrace buildings which are on three sides with a high stone wall on the fourth 
side.  Therefore, not easily visible to the passerby - a ‘secret’ garden.  On Clifton’s Communal Gardens’ Open 
Days, those who have lived in Clifton for 20 years say they had no idea it was there. 

As stated in an original counterpart lease dated 24 June 1791 the space was to be enhanced by ‘…laying out 
and planting with trees flowers and shrubs the west of the ground lying behind Richmond Place and of making 
terrace walks within such intended shrubbery in manner hereinafter mentioned….’.  The layout is corroborated 
by Ashmead’s map of 1828 (below).  Subsequent C19 maps do not show details, only the odd large tree. 
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During the second world war the 
area was dug up and divided into 
small individual plots ‘Dig for 
Victory’.   (left) Late 1940s - 
Richmond Terrace communal 
garden in winter showing bomb 
damage 

In 1974 a Residents’ Association 
was formed and continues to 
manage the garden.  However, by 
1997 three-quarters of the area 
had become derelict.  Since then 
it has gradually been brought 
back to life following the 
intentions set out in 1791 with 
greatly increased biodiversity.   
Over the year I hope to be able to 
share with you our pleasure in 
our precious communal space. 

Wendy Pollard

Photographs from the Archives - February 2012

Newark Park
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Colesbourne Park

Gardening Programme to watch - BBC2 Thursdays  

I watched an interesting gardening makeover programme entitled Your Garden Made Perfect on BBC2 last 
Thursday.  It had two designers pitching their plans to the garden owners who had to choose one.  The programme 
was different from others of a similar ilk in that it majored on the design; you did see the completed garden, but 
very little of the construction.  Thursday’s was the second in the series, and there are five more to go.  Members 
might be interested to know that the programme was based in the Yeo Valley Organic Gardens situated on the 
south side of Blagdon Lake.  These are well worth a visit if you have not been there - or a repeat visit if you have 
been before! 

Alan Kempton

The Gardens Trust 
Online Winter Lecture Series 2020/21 organised jointly by the Gardens Trust and London Gardens Trust 

22 February: Transatlantic slavery’s long reach: The impacts of direct and indirect slavery connections on 
eighteenth century estate gardens and parks – Professor Susanne Seymour 
8 March: Dinosaurs, Italian Terraces and Future Sustainability: Crystal Palace Park – Kathryn Whitmore 
22 March: What is Wild? – Dr Kim Wilkie  
All lectures and booking online. Tickets for individual lectures: £4 for Gardens Trust/all County Gardens Trusts 
members, £6 for non-members.  The lectures will be live online on the day but will be available as a recording 
afterwards. All ticket holders will be sent a link to the recording the day after the lecture. The recording will be 
available for one week. 
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To visit our website click here  and for Twitter follow the link

Chairman:  Ros Delany. chairman@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
Membership:  membership@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
News Editor:  Ros Delany. editor@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
Layout:  Wendy Pollard. news@avongardenstrust.org.uk 
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