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Welcome to our latest News 
For many, the longer hours of darkness and the 
colder weather turn their minds towards the 
festive period.  This year, I have no doubt we 
shall all enjoy it more than usual as once again 
we will be able to share time with our family 
and friends.   To get you in the festive mood, 
we have included a couple of Christmas-
themed short articles.   
As this is the final News of 2021, on behalf of 
our new Chair, Kay, and my fellow committee 
members, I would like to wish you all the best 
of everything over the Christmas period. 

Ros Delany. 
  Editor 
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A Message from our New Chair

I am delighted to have been elected Chair of Avon Gardens Trust and look forward to 
ge;ng to know as many members as possible from across the four local authori>es that 
historically made up Avon: Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire 
and North Somerset. 

My background is in Historic Archaeology, focussing both on the archival and 
archaeological/structural history of buildings and landscapes. The historical research of a 
park or garden is just as important as the archaeological evidence, providing wriJen 
accounts, photographs, images, maps and plans as well as other clues as to how it 
evolved. My passion for garden buildings leans towards the unusual: groJoes, 
hermitages, cascades, follies, banque>ng and bath houses. Indeed, the laJer featured 
principally in my MA disserta>on of Cold Water Bathing Places in Avon.  

In 2005, my husband, David McLaughlin, a founding Trustee of Avon Gardens Trust and 
formerly Conserva>on Architect for B&NES, and I, formed McLaughlin Ross.  We primarily carried out Heritage Appraisals 
and Conserva>on Plans for both listed proper>es and landscapes, many of them in Avon. This opened a whole new world 
of local gardens I hadn’t known existed through the Trust and enabled me to contribute new informa>on for those I had 
researched.   

It is an exci>ng >me for our historic parks and gardens, with the lockdowns having inspired many to visit those on their 
doorstep, together with a burgeoning interest in gardening. As Chair, I want to focus on sharing the research 
and conserva>on of our wonderful historic gardens, whilst networking with both our community and 
primary school gardens Kay Ross
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Onwards to 2022 -  a Date for your Diary.
We have booked Monday, 14 February for our first visit of 2022 to see the snowdrops at Colesbourne Gardens, 
Colesbourne near Cheltenham. 

This garden features a vast array of snowdrops, 
originally planted by Henry John Elwes.  There 
are now over 350 varieties scattered throughout 
the formal and wild gardens within the estate. 
We will be taken on a private tour of this 
collection by the present owner Sir Henry 
Elwes and his head gardener, Shane Ball. 

The gardens comprise approximately ten acres 
of formal snowdrop walks around the house 
and lake, with parkland and an arboretum to 
explore further afield.  The garden is accessible 
for all from the paths. 

Colesbourne Park is renowned as one of the best places to see large groups of choice snowdrops.  According to 
Country Life (1999) it is ‘England’s greatest snowdrop garden’. 

Be warned there are plant sales! 

There is much to see on their website. www.colesbournegardens.org.uk. but nothing beats a visit. 
Peter Hills

Notes from a secret communal garden

Inadvertently I have not been very active this mild 
autumn.   However raking up leaves a member 
disturbed a leopard slug (Limax maximus). 

Wendy Pollard

http://www.colesbournegardens.org.uk
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Visit to Rodmarton Manor and Gardens

Our last visit of 2021 took us to the Manor of Rodmarton, near Tetbury. This mock Elizabethan mansion was built 
in the Arts and Crafts style in 1909 by the Biddulph family. We were greeted by John Biddulph, a descendant of the 
family who had created the house and gardens in a truly grand style. The whole building was created from local 
stone and timber, hand crafted without power tools by skilled craftsman and apprentices, and it continues to look 
impeccable to this day.  

We were taken on a tour of the house by Nicky who told us about the rooms, layout and their uses, as well as 
describing the furniture, fireplaces and crafted furniture in each room.  The pictures and tapestry wall hangings told 
a few stories – enhanced by David McLaughlin anecdotes that enriched the information about the local artists and 
craftsmen whose works adorned the walls. 

Once we had partaken of the mandatory tea and delicious cake, we wandered into the garden and imagined the 
goings-on that would have occurred in the various parterres, nooks 
and crannies that are placed around every corner. The garden is 
designed around many gardens, or rooms, all bounded by a stone 
wall or hedge, with a surprise around every turning.  This also 
allowed protection from the elements and the creation of different 
planting schemes.  It was thought that Ernest Barnsley designed the 
overall layout of the gardens as the house was being built. The detail 
was implemented by the head gardener of the time, William Scrubey, 
who the then- owner, Margaret Biddulph, had met when studying at 
Studley Horticultural College for Women in Berkshire.  

The walled gardens, the vistas and borrowed landscape were a 
delight with the autumn colours providing a wonderful backdrop to 
the landscape beyond.  

Peter Hills
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One of our members kindly asked Westbury 
Park School in north Bristol for an article 
about their school garden for our News. The 
school has about 420 children aged 4-11 
years.  Garden areas have been developed 
in the two playgrounds, providing quiet 
areas for the children. The. school has not, 
as yet, applied to us for a grant.   

For many years, the stretch of land at the 
front of our school in Westbury Park was 
more barren wasteland than garden. It is in a 
particularly unpromising sight - the land a 
concoction of semi-submerged builders’ 
rubble and heavy clay, the plot seeing less 

sun than the standard cellar and what sun that does reach it is readily blocked by an array of albeit beautiful prunus 
trees.  

That said, we were not to be put off and have spent 
the last few years developing the site digging in a 
seemingly endless amount of organic matter, cutting 
back the lower branches of trees and removing 
overgrown hedgerows to let in more light and to 
allow the circulation to improve. We have then filled 
the area with many perennials, bulbs and annuals, a 
pond, a vegetable plot, a wildflower meadow and a 
cutting garden. It is still very much a work in 
progress and we hope that with each year it will 
continue to grow and develop in an organic way but 
we are already thrilled with the results.  

None of this would have been possible without the 
amazing 
contributions of parents, children and the local community. Two people in 
particular, Alison and Mark, old friends of the school, have been tireless in 
their efforts to make this the best space it can be but we have also had many 
kind donations from neighbouring residents, members of staff, not to mention 
the children themselves. Through our weekly gardening club, the children 
have been integral in developing the site as well as developing their 
knowledge of horticulture and, hopefully, a love of all things that grow!  

We have already seen wrens and blue tits nesting, foxes drinking from the 
pond, a wide range of butterflies and dragonflies  even a passing jay- and look 
forward to seeing what new nature this new garden will bring in the coming 
years.  

Over the years, the Trust has made awards to nearly 70 primary schools in our area.  If you 
know of a primary school that would benefit from a grant from us for their school garden, please 
go to our website Grants for Primary Schools | Avon Gardens Trust to download an application 

Matthew Wilson

https://www.avongardenstrust.org.uk/education-communities/grants-for-primary-schools/
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Sculpture at Ashton Court  

Ashton Court is not normally associated with sculpture, but over the years there have been various installations. 
The first one I was aware of was The Bristol Sculpture Project in 1989. I have a copy of the original description 
leaflet. On a recent visit to Ashton Court, the only one of the sculptures from that 1989 Project that I could locate 
was Open Door by Miles Davies, which consists of a very tall metal frame containing the door.  

Other more recent sculptures are Goram, a large stone head, near the top of the main drive, which has 
commanding views of Bristol and the two stone sculptures each sited near the entrances to the two car parks.  

A few months ago, Bristol-based charity and creative collective Artspace Lifespace once again teamed up with 
We Are From Dust to host their second pop-up sculpture trail at Ashton Court. Four modern sculptures were 

unveiled close to the mansion: - 

•Freedom of Speech, consisting of three torsos 
on plinths, each having their heads replaced 
with megaphones 

•Bristol Boo (Purrpod) is a large mesh cat 
situated in the courtyard which is interactive 
when climbed upon 

•Transparenza is a large structure, in the 
garden, made of intricately patterned clear 
acrylic panels 

• Zlaticko is a vertically mounted metal ring 
with an elaborate pattern cut through it 

Alan Kempton
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The Sweet Chestnut Tree
Chestnuts roasting on an open fire… 

This classic song, written in 1945, is synonymous with 
Christmas and all of its traditions. Along with oaks and beech 
trees, the sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa) is an integral part of 
our landscape and regarded by many as one of our native 
species.  It can live for over 700 years, for this reason is often 
the oldest and largest tree in a parkland or woodland.  However, 
the sweet chestnut is a native of the Mediterranean and was 
probably introduced to Britain by the Romans.  Unlike the nuts 
of the horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), those of the 
sweet chestnut are edible to humans and today continue to be 
roasted and used in a variety of recipes, including stuffing for 
poultry, cake fillings and nut roasts.  The Romans ground the 
nuts to make a porridge, called pollenta, which is apparently still 
eaten in some of the poorer regions of southern Europe. 

The timber of the sweet chestnut is similar to that of the English 
oak (Quercus robur) but lighter and easier to work meaning it is 
used for carpentry, joinery and furniture. In Kent, sweet chestnut 
trees continue to play a part in the brewing of beer, as they can 
be coppiced to produce poles for hops (Humulus lupulus) to 
climb up. 

The longevity of sweet chestnuts means there are many that 
were part of earlier designed landscapes.  One of the oldest, if not the oldest, sweet chestnut is known as the 
Tortworth Chestnut and is to be found near St Leonard’s Church on the site of the ‘old’ Tortworth Court in South 
Gloucestershire.  Depicted in a Kip engraving of 1712, the exact age of the tree is unknown, but various sources 
suggest the tree is over 800 years old and may even be 1,000 years old.  

Elizabeth Kent writing in Sylvan Sketches in 
1825 states: 

The most remarkable tree of this kind in 
England is the celebrated one at 
Tortworth…….. even in the year 1150, it was 
called the Great, or the Old Chestnut of 
Tortworth. It fixes the boundary of the manor, 
and is supposed to be upwards of a thousand 
years old. 

The AGT Gazetteer which lists the parks and 
gardens in our area that are of national or local 
importance has two other entries where sweet 
chestnut trees are cited - Leigh Court and 
Harptree Court. 

Ros Delany
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Hanham Abbots School
Although regarded by many as a suburb of Bristol, the school is situated in South Gloucestershire and comprises 
Samuel White’s Infants and Hanham Abbots Juniors.  Altogether the school has about 380 pupils catering for 5–11 
year-olds. 
In 2018, the school applied to Avon Gardens Trust for 
a grant towards a school garden.  A teacher at the 
school was keen to start a gardening club utilising a 
courtyard area that was rarely used.  The Trust was 
delighted to make an award of £100 to help and the 
funding enabled the Club to buy some planters to grow 
herbs and vegetables in.   

A few weeks ago, the school contacted us again saying 
the Gardening Club was running well with vegetables 
being grown and outdoor learning taking place.  They 
were hoping to expand the facilities in the courtyard 
area as it had proved such a favourite with the 
children. Groups of 10 children to a whole class of 30 
use this area to grow, weed, listen to a story or carry 
out Art projects linked to growing plants and flowers.  The courtyard is used mainly throughout the summer on a 
daily basis.   

The children love being outside especially as so many children live in flats. This outdoor courtyard enables them 
to go outside with time away from the classroom. Their teacher told us how they love getting hands-on with 
planting and watching things grow.  

The Trust will be making a further award and will give an update in the next edition of the News. 

The Dolmeads Estate, Widcombe

The residents of The Dolemeads estate in Widcombe, Bath have recently 
won a National Lottery Community Fund grant, so they can transform a 
neglected playpark into a well-being garden for the neighbourhood. 
Consultations with the local the neighbourhood community showed that 
residents wanted a space where they could rest, sit, play with children, 
and grow food that they could eat. 

Local businesses have contributed time and 
equipment to the project.  Now the NLCF 
have awarded the funds, the residents can 
afford the materials they need to complete 
the job. But labour isn’t included, so every 
dry Saturday, residents can be found trying 
to complete the garden before the spring.  

You can follow this link https://
bathnewseum.com/2021/11/15/widcombe-wonders/ if you would like to read more 
about the project.  You can follow their progress and plans for upcoming events on 
their Instagram account: @Dolemeads_Triangle or email 
dolemeadstriangle@gmail.com 

https://bathnewseum.com/2021/11/15/widcombe-wonders/
https://bathnewseum.com/2021/11/15/widcombe-wonders/
mailto:dolemeadstriangle@gmail.com
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Brenda Colvin
Landscape is the expression of the underlying relationship of land and life (Colvin)

One of the most influential landscape architects of recent times has been Brenda 
Colvin who died forty years ago in 1981.  During her long working life, she 
designed over 600 gardens, but arguably her greatest contribution to designed 
landscapes is her ground-breaking work with industrial landscapes.   
Born and raised in India in 1897, Colvin was 21 when she went to Swanley 
Horticultural College to train in garden design. Four years later, she set up her 
own practice and by 1939 she had advised on over 300 gardens. It was not until 
1969 that Hal Moggridge joined her as a partner; the firm was very successful and 
continues to this day under their joint names.    

The publication of Colvin’s influential book Land and Landscape (1948), based on her wartime lectures, marked a 
shift from her involvement with private gardens to urban and industrial landscapes and established her post-war 
reputation.  It was in transforming these 
landscapes of power stations, industrial 
sites and reservoirs where her ethos was 
to make them ‘beautiful features’ instead 
of ‘hideous disfigurements of natural 
scenery’. She felt these landscapes should 
not be designed with just economic 
efficiency in mind but should also enrich 
people’s lives.  She took on four 
commissions for work on universities 
including the University of East Anglia.  
In 1962, she was appointed landscape 
consultant for two long-term projects - 
the rebuilding of Aldershot military town 
and Gale Common in Yorkshire. 

Colvin co-founded the Institute of 
Landscape Architects in 1929 (later the Landscape Institute), and became its president in 1951 becoming the first 
woman to be president of any British environmental profession. She continued to practice as a Landscape 

Architect until her death in 1981. 

Although she designed many gardens and industrial sites, it is 
only a brief mention of work with Bath City Council that 
suggests she carried out any commissions in the Avon area.    
However, her legacy may live on in Avon as some of us may 
have a rambling rose in our garden that is named after her.  
‘Brenda Colvin’ (Rosa filipes ‘Brenda Colvin’) is a seedling of 
'Kiftsgate' and equally vigorous. The semi-double flowers are 
soft blush pink at first, soon turning to white.  

Ros Delany 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hal_Moggridge%22%20%5Co%20%22Hal%20Moggridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_East_Anglia%22%20%5Co%20%22University%20of%20East%20Anglia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_Institute%22%20%5Co%20%22Landscape%20Institute
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How many do you know? 

An integral part of the designed landscapes of the elite was that associated with the provision of food.  Food was 
regarded as a symbol of status and there were rigid codes that were strictly adhered to.  Features such as deer 
parks, fish ponds, dovecotes and pheasantries were an essential part of a gentleman’s estate.  Besides providing 
status food to impress one’s guests, there was a long list of associated verbs that needed to be known and used 
when it came to the carving of meat or fish.  Today we tend to use the term ‘carve’ but in the Georgian period 
there were specific words to describe this ‘art of carving’.  

As we approach the Festive season with the anticipation of a Christmas dinner with our loved ones, below are ten 
examples taken from a list for the art of carving game birds and poultry provided by Eliza Smith in her book The 
Compleat Housewife, first published in 1724.   

   Capon - Sauce   Chicken - Trush 

   Goose - Rear   Hen - Spoil 

   Mallard - Unbrace   Partridge - Wing 

   Pheasant -  Allay   Swan - Lift 

   Turkey - Cut up   Woodcock - Thigh 

This Christmas, why not grab the attention of your friends and family by saying ‘Who wants to rear the goose?’ 
or, better still, ‘Shall I spoil the hen?’.  Some of the words may come into their own in family games of Scrabble! 

Photograph from the Archive  -  Stourhead  -  2007
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