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Welcome to our latest News
I hope you have had a productive winter in
terms of planning spring and summer projects
for your own garden, as well as finding time
for the occasional visit to other gardens and
parks within our area, Covid restrictions
permitting. There really is nothing quite like a
garden visit in winter, especially if there is a
wintry sun, to show the structure of the
garden. I think deciduous trees have a special
grandeur at this time of year when their outline
can be fully appreciated.
This edition of the News, contains information
about this year’s visits as well as the usual mix
of short articles which I hope will be of
interest to you.
Ros Delany
Editor

ThankYou!
A big thank you to those of you who responded to our recent request for help with the activities of the Trust.
Your involvement will help us considerably. There may be some of you who meant to contact June Shannon,
our Membership Secretary, with an offer of help, but maybe did not quite get round to it. Well, now is your
second chance!
Any assistance you could give us would be greatly appreciated. The Trust is currently updating the database of
parks and gardens in our area. This ambitious project is led by Gill Clarke who would welcome help in carrying
out further desk-top research of a site. Or, you may prefer taking photographs for us to upload to our website.
As you all know, a vital part of the Trust’s work is to oversee planning applications in our area that may affect
registered parks and gardens. Is this something you could help with? Perhaps you could visit a site for us. The
Planning Sub-Committee would love to hear from you!
As our daily life gradually returns to normal, applications for small grants to help with projects are now coming
to us from primary schools and community gardens. Perhaps you would like to get involved with this aspect of
our work or you may prefer to write a short article for the News about a school or community garden project you
know about near you.
There are more details on the website at https://www.avongardenstrust.org.uk/contact.
If you want to find out more, please email in the first instance June Shannon at
membership@avongardenstrust.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary: Garden Visits for 2022
We have arranged a programme of visits this year that we hope you find of interest. Please make a note in your
diary and full details for each visit will be made available in good time.
Bowood Manor House Gardens, near Chippenham
Wednesday 25 May at 11.00 am
We will be taken on a guided tour of the grounds and private walled garden
followed by lunch in the Stables. The gardens have been extensively
renovated in recent years so this will be an opportunity to see the result of
this work. There will also be a visit to see the ‘Capability’ Brown landscape
that exists in this registered garden.
Following lunch, an optional visit can be made to the adjacent Bowood
Manor Woodland Garden. The Woodland Garden entrance is some two
miles away and the garden will be in full colour and glory at this time of
year featuring rhododendrons and azaleas. The additional cost of this part of the visit is £6 per person payable on the day.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to arrange this part of the visit as a group, but if you feel you would like to visit, please let
us know to help Bowood.
Cost will be £26 per person to include a guided tour of the grounds, private walled garden and lunch.

Great Chalfield Manor House and Garden, near Melksham

Friday 10 June at 2pm
Great Chalfield Manor was built around 1465 by Thomas Tropenell, a wealthy
business man. Over the ensuing centuries the house had many owners and at
one point was used as a farm house. In1905, Major Robert Fuller saved the
house as he restored and refurnished the house to its former glory. Little
changed from its medieval origins, the house has featured in many recent
films and TV series.
The garden comprises vistas, lawns, yew topiary, a spring-fed pond as well as
an orchard where the grass is kept long. The picturesque effect is further
enhanced by waterfalls of pink roses that climb the walls of the medieval
manor. The roses should be in their glory when we visit.
We will be served tea and home-made cake in the Great Hall by the owner Patsy Floyd during our visit.
Cost will be £7 per person for NT members, £17 per person for non-NT members to include a tour of the house and
refreshments.

The American Museum Gardens, Bath
Tuesday 19 July at 2pm - TBC
Following our talk last year at the AGM, one of the garden team will lead us on a tour to see the renovations of this
registered garden to view the planting schemes discussed.
Located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the hilltop site of the Museum’s home at Claverton Manor, takes full
advantage of the spectacular views over the Limpley Stoke Valley and River Avon.
Remnants of the old Italianate style manorial pleasure gardens and parkland, dating from the 1820s, can be seen within
the grounds, including period features such as the grotto, the balustrade and curtain walling, as well as ornamental stone
work. This work is attributed to George Vivian, son of the original owner of Claverton Manor, John Vivian.

Sezincote House and Gardens, Moreton-in-Marsh
Wednesday 14 September at 2pm
After winding through the mighty oaks that line the long drive of this Gloucestershire garden on the edge of the Cotswolds,
you see a weathered-copper onion dome straight out of India. The south front, complete with curving orangery, unfurls
above a Repton landscape that has remained unchanged since the mid-C19. The garden has a series of spring-fed pools,
connected by babbling water which eventually tumbles into the Island Pool in the valley bottom below, before joining the
River Evenlode.
This private visit will include a tour of the house and gardens followed by refreshments.

Annual General Meeting and Talk

Peter Hills

To be arranged one weekend in October.

These visits are obviously subject to any government restrictions applicable at the time,
and will be enabled using social distancing and self-drive.
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Our visit to see the Snowdrops at Colesbourne
Colesbourne is regarded as the premier ‘snowdrop’ garden in the country and is only open to the public at weekends
over a five-week period in late January and February. We had a private visit to these gardens in mid-February where,
upon our arrival, we were warmly welcomed by the owner Sir Henry Elwes and his head gardener, Shane Ball.
Sir Henry informed us how he inherited the Galanthus (or snowdrop) collection from his
father and his great-grandfather H.J. Elwes who started the collection in the late C19.
Henry John Elwes (1846-1922) (right) was a great traveller, plant collector and botanist
who introduced Galanthus Elwesii amongst many other plants into the UK. This collection
of Galanthus at Colesbourne has now developed into over 350 varieties on the estate, not
all accessible to the visitor. Following in the steps of his great-grandfather, Sir Henry has
expanded his interest from cultivars into trees and has developed an Arboretum containing
many Champion Trees.
Shane then informed us of the three types of snowdrops that are the base for any named
collection of Galanthus. They are:
Nivalis – these plants stand up to 15cm high with narrow grey-green leaves opposite each
other and a solitary flower
Elwesii – these are distinguished by broad leaved blue-green leaves with flowers up to
30cm high and solitary nodding white flowers
Plicatus – these plants are some of the earliest to flower with folded bluish or greyish-green leaves, the edges are
folded back away from the upper surface of the leaf.
We set off with Sir Henry who enthused about the
varieties of Galanthus that have been established
on the estate. He explained that snowdrops like to
be planted deep in the ground for protection from
squirrels and other wildlife and, unlike some other
bulbs, they do not suffer from being planted 15cm
deep and overall develop better as a result. He also
explained that snowdrops should die back before
being moved, dug out or planted - contrary to
popular commentary that they should be moved
‘in the green’. Marking surplus areas with yellow
markers and spaces with a white marker has
enabled the collection to be carefully transposed
across the parkland in a controlled manner. At this
time, dead bulbs can be removed, and division of
bulbs prepared. Up to 30 new plants can be
obtained from one snowdrop bulb by careful
division, propagation at 20°C and then planting
on. However, it can take up to three years for the
flower to develop.
The swathes of snowdrops interspersed with clumps of
cyclamen, aconites, and hellebores in broad sweeps were a
delight to see. In the formal private garden, the Galanthus are
more specialised and selected rare varieties are kept under the
careful eye of Shane to ensure maturity and identity.
A visit to the plant sales and the traditional tea and cake served
by Lady Elwes completed what was a fitting end to a perfect
afternoon – even the rain held off!
Peter Hills
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Whilst researching material for an article about the Sweet Chestnut tree for the previous edition of the News, I
came across a book called Sylvan Tales written in 1825 by Elizabeth Kent. I found it interesting and has led me
to write another short piece about a different tree.

The Hazel
Hazel nuts are brought among other fruit to the best tables for dessert, and are said to fatten, but too much eaten
are obnoxious to the asthmatic (John Evelyn 1662)
Of all the trees found in a mixed deciduous woodland, the hazel (Corylus avellana)
must surely be the most unnoticed and unappreciated of all trees. It is a shame as
this was not always the case as it has been of huge importance in the rural economy
over many centuries. This is mainly because it could be coppiced, the practice
where young tree stems are repeatedly cut down near ground level and, in the past,
the new growth was used for many purposes including fencing stakes, charcoal and
for building houses. Hazel was also valued for its nuts, or 'cobs'.
It also had a reputation as a magical tree, a rod of hazel was supposed to protect
against evil spirits, as well as being used for water-divining. In some parts of England, hazelnuts were carried as
charms and were thought to ward off rheumatism.
The hazel is one of the smallest native trees growing to a height of approximately 8m (20ft) in unmanaged
woodlands and is often found in the under storey of oak, ash or birch. This is due to the decline in coppicing in
many woods which has led to the tree being shaded out by more invasive species. As hazel can only produce pollen
needed for its reproduction in strong light, this has led to its decline. Where hazel is still coppiced, the open habitat
supports many species of insects, birds and mammals. Besides squirrels, the nuts are also eaten by several species
of birds and dormice.
Today, an increased awareness of the need for greater sustainable practices is leading to the hazel coppice once
again becoming an important management strategy in the conservation of woodland habitats for wildlife. The
resulting timber is used in lots of ways and is becoming increasingly popular with gardeners as pea sticks and bean
poles.
One of the large shrubs in my garden is the Contorted Hazel (Corylus
avellana ‘Contorta’), and at this time of the year its twisted shape is a
real eye catcher. The contorted (or corkscrew) hazel was first found
as a natural mutation in a hedgerow on the Frocester Court Estate,
Gloucestershire in 1863. Cuttings were taken and sent to the gardener
at nearby Tortworth Court and duly propagated. All true contorted
hazels are the descendants of this original plant.
The plant comes into its own in winter when the bare, contorted
branches look stunning lit by low winter sun. The catkins have now
appeared and will open and flower in February, well before the leaves
appear. The shrub in winter is a good specimen for flower arranging
and indoor displays.
In Sylvan Tales, Kent’s chapter on the Hazel contains her usual format
of descriptions, extracts from poems that feature the tree in question
and direct quotations from earlier authors, especially John Evelyn. However, when she is describing the magical
features of the tree, she finishes with a recipe for those:
…. fond mothers who admire black (eyes), and have mourned over the grey eyes of their infant children, we
recommend to burn to ashes the shells of hazel-nuts, and to apply them to the hinder part of the head of the greyeyed child. Tradition, who is aged, and should have experience, affirms that they will change the eyes from grey to
black.
I can add nothing further except to say please do not try this at home!

Ros Delany
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Notes !om a Secret Communal Garden
A garden coming back to life
(See Ros’ notes above - we have both a hazel and a contorted hazel in our garden. It is difficult to persuade our gardeners to
use the pruned hazel branches as pea sticks etc: a use my mother always put them to.)
Wendy Pollard

Chimonanthus Winter Sweet

Lonicera fragrantissima and Hebe

Sarcaccoca confusa and Mahonia japonica

Predators not welcome
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The Guangzhou Garden is coming to Bristol
The Guangzhou Garden, crowned the best garden at last year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show, and which won the
coveted Best in Show prize, has been gifted by Guangzhou to Bristol. This is because Bristol has been twinned
with Guangzhou since 2001. The
garden will be rebuilt at the
University of Bristol’s Botanic
Garden.
The Guangzhou Garden, which also
won a gold medal, was designed by
Peter Chmiel with Chin-Jung Chen,
and was inspired by a philosophy of
reconnecting people and nature,
while also highlighting the benefits
of responsible city planning.
Inspired by the all-inclusive
landscape stewardship programme of
environmental planners in
Guangzhou, the garden features a
pool of water, trees, shrubs, shelters,
green foliage, and white, blue and
yellow perennials. The garden also highlights the benefits of responsible city planning and how essential it is that
planners work in harmony with nature to
better connect people with the natural world.
With a focus on climate change, it's an ecogarden with an aim to make a difference.
Peter Chmiel, one of the garden’s designers
was quoted as saying ‘It was amazing that
the garden was so well-received at the
Chelsea Flower Show. I believe that the
planting concepts were appreciated beyond
just the visual beauty and serenity but, also
for its sustainability credentials, wildlife
value and other benefits to people and
nature. I would like to think of our garden
as a landscape or blueprint to inspire the
green infrastructure for our much-needed
future ‘landscape cities’.
In 2016, a 2m high steel sculpture of a kapok flower was unveiled in
the Traditional Chinese Medicinal Herb Garden at the Botanic Garden
to mark the 15th anniversary of the sister city relationship. The kapok
flower has been the official flower of Guangzhou since 1982. The new
garden will enhance the Botanic Garden’s existing collection of
Chinese plants and herbs. It is the anticipated the completed
Guangzhou Garden will be unveiled in the early summer 2022, in the
21st anniversary year of the relationship between the two cities.
Kapok flowers
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Grant for Redfield School
We have no grass in our playground
This was the plea from Lexi, one of the pupils at Redfield School in central Bristol, in an application from the school for a
grant from the AGT. The school opened in 2014, and has gradually increased its year group intake over the years and now
caters for360 pupils in year groups from Reception to Year 6. The school is part of the Educate Together Academy Trust
where the ethos is ‘learn together to live together’. The school differs from many primary schools in that there is no school
uniform and first names are used not only for the children but also for staff, parents and visitors.
James Burley, one of the teachers, contacted us with Lexi’s message on the application form:
We have no grass in our playground We had allotment club last term but James stopped it when
it started getting too cold! There was about 12 people at the club. James does it every year.
The school grows vegetables on its allotment and each year group tends a specific area, but it is
a ten-minute walk from the school alongside roads, so not ideal. The school playground is
surrounded by a long, narrow (about 50cm) raised border and the idea is to divide the border
into seven growing areas (one for each year group) with each area separated by a wooden bench.
The theme of science week this year at Redfield is ‘growth’ and to help with this, the Trust
awarded a grant for the purchase of trowels, gardening gloves and watering cans for the children
to enable them to grow plants in their playground.

New Community Orchard in Corston
Corston Community Orchard is a new orchard on the edge of Corston village, approximately three miles west of Bath. A
team of more than 100 volunteers, led by Martin Hayes of the Gloucestershire Orchard Trust, came together in January 2022
to plant 81 fruit and nut trees. The 69 fruit trees are a mix of apples, pears, crab apples, cherries and plums, and the 12 hazels
are a mix of filberts and cobnuts. All have been suitably protected against the local deer population – roe deer and muntjac!
A copse of 250 native trees and 220 metres of native hedging were also planted, all generously funded by the Forest of Avon.
The project was initiated by a small group of local people who wanted to do something positive for the environment and their
community. In autumn 2020, we approached the Deputy Land Steward for the Duchy of Cornwall, the major landowner in
the village, and were offered a 3.5-acre field that had housed horses. In June 2021, the Corston Community Orchard was
incorporated as a Community Interest Company (CIC) and officially took on the field.
The field, now without the horses, quickly turned into a wildlife rich space with
seven species of bats recorded by the Avon Bat Group and more than 60 plant
species identified by Bath Natural History Society botanists.
We have successfully applied for funds from several sources, which has allowed us
to buy a large steel shed, tools, a rainwater harvesting and distribution system, a
new pedestrian entrance gate, a picnic bench and of course all the trees and
hedging.
We are really excited to watch the orchard develop and become an increasingly
important place for people to socialise, work, learn and enjoy the tranquillity and
beauty of nature. We very much welcome contact from other community groups, so
we can network and learn from each other.
Katherine Evans, Secretary of the Corston
Community Orchard CIC
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Victorian precision returns to Tyntesfield
Renovation of the Yew Walk
The Victorians are renowned for their precision and dedication to detail and the gardens at Tyntesfield are no exception to
this. After the death of William Gibbs, his son Anthony took on
the remodelling of the gardens by creating Home Farm as an
exemplar for farming techniques, updating the Kitchen Garden to
include the most efficient way of producing food and flowers,
and the creating of the terraces around the house in a formal and
precise manner. Three walks were made to approach the
Arboretum known as Paradise – the upper Holly Walk, the Yew
Walk and the lower Laurel Walk.
The Holly Walk was created as a wide promenade for the
members of the household, and was restored last year by
replacement of the ‘missing’ hollies (see February News 2021
Mini News;Dpages (avongardenstrust.org.uk). The Laurel Walk
was renovated some years ago –the old bushes were removed and
replaced by the saplings which had been raised from cuttings
from the original shrubs. These saplings have now matured and
are clipped regularly to a template to retain their form and shape.
The Yew Walk has been renovated by taking out the old rambling
branches of the yews and tying the trees into a conical shape with
wire. These are now trimmed each Spring to give a precise,
formal look. The culmination of the restoration of the Yew Walk
is to replace the yuccas that used to sit between the yews on the
south side of the avenue. These yuccas were removed by Ursula
Gibbs as the grandchildren were hurting themselves on the spiky plants! However, the National Trust is about to replace these
yuccas. You may have noticed the steel rings placed in the grass in preparation for this
planting; they will be planted with 27 Yucca gloriosa (right) - all propagated from the
ones by the east side of the Rose Garden, next to the path.
The Head Gardener, Paul Evans, had noted the disappearing pathway – the edges were
being invaded by creeping grass, reducing the path width by nearly a metre in places.
So how did Paul go about ‘edging’ these paths? In typical Victorian style, he called in a
surveyor. The stone seats at each end of the Yew Walk were the datum for the centre
line of this walk. An imaginary line was drawn exactly through the centre of these seats
and physically marked by ‘nails’ in the path along its length. Measurements were then taken from these points to create the
cutting line to edge the paths. An excavator then did the work – on the southern side on one visit and to the north on the
next.
There is now a path that is clearly defined, wide and accurate which complements the formal terraces above. It is the
intention to place steel edging to this path to retain its width and character, but that will have to wait until further funds are
available. So, when you walk along the Yew Walk, think of the replication of those Victorian standards that were used to
create this wonderful private garden for the Gibbs family.
Oh, and did I mention that when replacing the hollies and the laurel, the same precision of surveyor
measurements was utilised to place each holly and laurel in its exact spot.

Peter Hills
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Nature’s Favourite Child: Thomas Robins and the Art of the Georgian Garden
by Cathryn Spence
The publication
of Nature’s Favourite
Child: Thomas Robins
and the Art of the
Georgian Garden is a
much-anticipated
anthology of the works of
Thomas Robins, whose
beautiful, intriguing
drawings and paintings
provide an invaluable
testament for C18 gardens
and landscapes both in
Avon and beyond. Often,
he includes not only those
taking pleasure from the
gardens, but also those
kept busy maintaining the
clipped hedges, lawns and
gravelled paths.
Teasingly, Robins often
includes himself in the
paintings and it is fun to
try and spot him.
Whilst Robins travelled
Britain fulfilling commissions by landowners keen to have their gardens illustrated, he was based in Bath where some
of his patrons included surgeon Jerry Peirce and Ralph Allen. Many of his works are particularly pertinent to Avon
Gardens Trust, including Allen’s Prior Park and Sham Castle, Peirce’s Lilliput Castle (now Battlefields) and John
Wood’s South and North Parade gardens, vividly illustrated in ‘Prospect of Bath from the East’. This tour de force
vista of Bath in 1752 shows the leisure classes promenading along Harrison’s riverside walk past Princess Amelia’s
Fishing Lodge, and through the Orange Grove beside Bath Abbey and South Parade gardens, both planted with rows of
trees within sanded walks. In a fan painting of the South Parade gardens, beneath the raised pavement, Robins shows
the doorways that gave owners private access. He also provided a rare, tantalising glimpse of Bath’s then principal
pleasure gardens, Spring Gardens, on the opposite side of the river.
Robins’ drawings of Prior Park are a valuable record of the original designed landscape with the Palladian Bridge and
also the long-lost Gothic Temple and cascade half-way up the hillside above. On the northern side of Bath, he drew a
series of landscapes radiating from Lilliput Castle, a summer house by John Wood the Elder for Peirce, now subsumed
into Battlefields, an early C18 house by Harcourt Masters. Robins produced detailed drawings of the Hermitage, with
its distinctive domed thatch roof topped by a cross, as well as of a rustic stone archway, still extant, very similar in
style to the one he drew at Batheaston Villa. Another Avon landscape Robins was commissioned to draw was at
Badminton, including Worcester Lodge and a hermitage Urganda’s Cell, possibly by Thomas Wright.
Whilst Robins doesn’t seem to have included Bristol in his portfolio, he did carry out a series of drawings and
paintings of Henbury, including a prospect of the village which shows an avenue of trees leading to the Great House,
with its topiary gardens and vineyards beyond. Perhaps Robins’ most well-known and iconic painting is of the Rococo
garden at Painswick in Gloucestershire, framed by a border with images of flowers, insects and shells. The borders, for
which he became so renowned, demonstrate his skill as a botanical painter, as well as of landscapes and architecture.
The author has included a mouthwatering array of colour images throughout the book, which will draw the reader back
to it again and again.
Kay Ross
Nature’s Favourite Child: Thomas Robins and The Art of the Georgian Garden by Dr Cathryn Spence can be
purchased directly from Cathryn by emailing thomasrobinselder@gmail.com. Cost is £45, to include postage and
packing to a UK address. Cathryn will post to the rest of the world, but please contact her first for additional postal
charges.
You can listen to Cathryn talk to Sarah Wilson about Robins on her award-winning podcast Roots and All by following this link:

https://rootsandall.co.uk/podcast/episode145-painting-the-georgian-garden/
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Photograph From the Archive 2013

Exedra
Painswick Rococo Garden
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